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TO HIS ROYAL HIOHNIS^ 

6tbRCE Prince of WALES. 

SI R, 

PERMit a fkithful fubjed of your 
Royal Father to dedicate to yoiir 
Royal Highriefs a work which feems pe- 
culiarly to claim your patronage. To 
whbitt cart a detail of the virtues and 
heroic qualities of the great Prince of 
Wales with more Jiropriety be addrefled, 
thaft to a defcendent who bears his. titles> 
and promifes to inherit, his virtues and 
accomplifhments ? 

Nor can I give a greater proof of my 
loyalty to your Parents, and relped to 
your Royal Highncfs, than by prefent* 
ing to you a model (though imperfed 
the fculpture) from which, if your Royal 
Highnefs copies your future life, you 

a 2 cannot 
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cannot fail of* fecuring the love arid duty 
of the people over whom you are bora 
to reign. 

May the genius of the place * where 
yefterday you celelnrated yow natal d^, 
inipire your Royal Highnefs with ttit 
elevated Sentiments and true di^ty o£ 
the great Founder and his gbd-likeSon : 
and when, after a length of years, you 
{hall be called to fill the throne of your 
Anceftors, may your Royal Highnefi 
meet with the unfeigned efteem and 
extenfive renown they did. 

I am, 
With due Refped, 

Your Royal Highiiefs*s 

Moft Humble, and . . 

jjth, 1776. Obedient Servaat, . .,.. ■ 

The author; 

* Windfor Caftle. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE Prince, whole hiftory is 
the principal (ubjeA of the an- 
nexed fheets, appears to have been 
graced with every quality natural or 
acquired which conftitute the real 
Hero : to thefe were fuperadded the 
more important ones that form the 
virtuous man. Take him for all in ally 
eflimate his worth from this union of 
charaderj, and we may lafely pro- 
flounce, that England, or indeed any 
a 3 other 



1 



vi INTRODUCTION. 

other country, never ga^^e birth t6 la 
perfon whofe adions more juftjy 
claimed the notice," or delcrved the 
encomiums of Hiftorians. The pea of 
a Livy or a Tacitus could alone do 
juftice to the relation : mine is vcty 
unequal to the tafk; but as there is 
ho .detached hiftory of this juftly cele- 
brated Prince extant, that written by 
Mr. Collins fome years ago excepted, 
which is (o diffufed, fo filled with te- 
dious extrads, and fo larded with ge- 
nealogies of perfons little connede^l 
with the ftory, that though it con- 
tains many interefting particulars of 
the Prince's life, it affords hot that 
entertainment which the Readers of 
this age exped to find, whilft they 
gratify their curiofity, and ftore their 
minds with knowledge, I have at- 
tempted to compile it in a niore re- 
gular and pleafing manner, making, 
as I proceed, fuch rcflodions as natu- 
rally 
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kjraUy aiife Stom the fubjed. . It is 
Afm, that the tran&dions of this 
!Priiice are ib conneded with thofe of 
his royal Father, that whoever reads 
the neign of that King in the hiftory 
of England, cannot be unacquainted 
with the general events of his life; 
yet as they are there only given by 
way of epifbde (if I may fo term it) 
many of the incidents to be found in 
the annexed hiftory are necei&rily 
omitted or contraifled. 

The memoirs of ^-eat and re- 
nowned perfons ihould he delivered 
to pofterity in the moft explicit man- 
ner ; that whilft they amufe and 
inftru<9: fucceeding ^es, they may 
taife in them a fpirit of emulation, 
and prompt them to a(3: with equal 
propriety in fimjlar circumftancts. 
In the. annals of what nation ihall we 
iiftd a Qhara^er fo fraught .with every 
a 4 requifite 



fttqflifxte to atifweb ikek purpdCbB 
wh^re. meet with (o perfe^ an ^xb 
iktn^'ai- the' j^ank Prince, ^hofe 
life, froDn^ the hHllian«:y of it, ■ i;^s ooB 
WKitittUesd'fcenedf inftriKaion? • 

* Froan the various charadcrs here 
ttkhihm^y but naore patticnlarly from 
that «f the Herd of the work, may 
be dra^wn varicnis precepts t the Prince 
and the fubjed' may at the fame time 
receive leflbns for tjie regulation of 
their condud; to the former they 
teach a true elevation of mind, fof- 
tcned • by affability — firmncfs in the 
profecution of war — punduality in 
fulfilling engagements — patience un- 
der advcrfe fortune, or moderation 
when trowned with fucceis — and that 
general propriety of deportment which 
will enfure them the affeiStions of 
their people, with the applauie of the 
World. To the latter^ due fubordi- 

nation 
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hsdon-^SlisA refpe^-^— conjugal tetH 
dccnefs^-ithathu utility which exalts**-* 
atid' that piety which can alone pro* 
dttce genuine fortitude. The War- 
rior alio might learn from the battles 
herein defcribed, that fuccefs does 
not always depend on numbers } but 
that a few undaunted troops may 
withftand a formidable army, if vn»- 
nimity and an attachment to their 
leader be not wanting. 

How futile the modern obfervation, 
that it is not pofHble for a Sovereign 
or his Delegates fo to a£l as to gain 
universal approbation ! The principal 
charaders before us (I ipeak of King 
Edward whilft in the vigour of his 
life, before he was incapacitated by 
age and infirmities from attending to 
the mtereft of his people) prove, that 
a propriety of condu<!% will aifure un- 
bounded relped and applaufe ; but to 

eifeduate 
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effc^uate this, it is neceflkpy that-,# 
Prince fliould not give bimfelf blindly 
up to the dire^on of a fewj^ \xy wbifiti 
means the adipns of the moft faithful 
of hi$ fubje^s are too often viewed 
through a falfc medium ; his fmilf^9 
like the invigorating rays of the fun^ 
ihould be vinconfined, and merit aloa^ 
the paffport to his favour. The pru- 
dence of th? Prince of Wales and his 
great Father prompted them to avoid 
this deftrudive partiality ; whilft his 
weaker Son,, who loft too foon the be- 
nefit of his noble Sire's inflxu(9:ions 
and example, fell into the error he 
had fo wifely fliunned, and found in 
a premature death the fat^^l efFeds of 
it. Th^ ftriking contraft between the 
Prince of Wales and his Son King 
Richard, and the different' eftimadon 
they were: held in by the people, are 
convincing proofs that it is the con- 
du^ of the Pripce, not the elevated 

ftation, 



Dsktibfi, tho^ attrads refped. Theao 
tiwty, prudeocc, integrity, temper 
taticti, iid manly dignity of the one, 
^i^ocured Jiim unfeigned hoinagk 
%hilft living, and the pureft blafts of 
J^ame when the fates had fevered his 
^thread of life; whereas indolence, 
diinpation, and extravagance, with k 
londn^fs for trivial amufements, and 
jan attachment to degrading afibciates, 
brought on the oth^r contempt through 
f he greateft part of his life, and a 
jGold tranftent pity, when the tragic 
fcen^ w4s clofed. 

• How firm the throne which is fup' 
ported, like that of King Edward, by 
the fubjeds love. Almoft every other 
Teign o( the Engliifh Monarchs was 
difturbed hf inteltine diviiiofts ; - but, 
charm^ with his penetration, forti- 
tude, munificence, and courtefy, his 
pepple wgre ever ready to iactifice 

their 
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their Sovcxtign^s glory t wtty bfcaft 
gl^ed. ^I^ith .emulation, • ^and every 
hesfft panted' to give him ^oofe cf 
their alFedion: when he took tht 
Bdd, the meanefk of his- foldierfi ferved 
from.fentiment, iand fou^t fot'i'epa* 
tation ; whilft thoTe who remained at 
home cheerfully contributed to the 
expences of the war. Such are die 
happy efieds which will afliwedly pro* 
cecd from a Prinee*s endeavours t6 
gain the afFedions of his people ; a re- 
ciprocation muft follow. Thfe Eng- 
liOi are naturally well-difpofed, and 
may be led by gentle niethods to give 
unbounded proofs of their duty. Thdr 
fteady attachment to King Edward, 
during (o long a reign, proves that the 
ficklenefs of difpolition imputed to 
them is, in a great degree, imaginary, 
and depends much on the qualifica- 
tions and conduit of their ruler. The 

contemplation 
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iiftg ^diftcjy^va&oa o£tbc geatlePTiWH 
^(HtnpU^lc^eots Imvo Qowgrodtiy gbat»d» 
w^l 9|w^»..be of yfe jlo fuocbitdifag 

the&i , ?k wjft to imi^^e, »» fer as |k>fl*-' 
ble^ th^ £yning aiod virtuoiis qy»titi£i» 
of this ^eat JUng^*aiid \m heroic (8osir^ 
ao4 to; attain- th/^ &ine honour and re^ 
fpe^ the)? acquired hjr^tfaem* •:..■!.■• 

'- '.,'■,•. . • ' '•:■ . : . '-■> /•■.;''j 
X<atter, ages feeoi to have loft even 
the idea, of the romantic Ijntrit,/ maii^ 
inftancses , of which are here recorded, 
that conftiJttted fo capital a par^ of 
cbiwaky j ^d though fometimes riiiH 
eulouily exerted in defence of a Lady's 
beauty, ..or , in equally . nnimpoctaiat 
proi^es, .-yet, as it caufcd an exertlod 
of gailantry, valour, generofityi, and 
many other wrtucs, .5Kais^.cEJtain^yJau^• 

dable, 
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cbble, and defervesnbrttiegBheraidJi!*.^^ 
furtf ithas fecekred. 1; he aiJifictakiottsJi 
given t» the Knights of the Garter at'* 
tbar' inftallatioft were franwd witert- 
tJsis dignity of ftfitinicrit-wasiin its- 
fijll-fotcc; <and though ocCftfions M-> 
dbny ofier now for the ex6*cife of e^^etyi 
article of theto, yet the geneml ten- 
dency, if recolleded and made a rule 
in all the concerns of life^ would fiip*' 
port the companions above every de- 
gradation of -their honour, and enable 
them to preferve unblemifhed the dig- 
nity; of Knighthood, From a negled 
of this; bbfervance, how often do wO 
ice the &cred badges of true nobility 
difgraced by a compliattcfe with the. 
nianners of afervile age, and the fub.< 
linie purpofes-of the great Inftituto? 
countcraded ? Virtus NcMlitas fda i 
It is Virtue that can alone - enndale; 
If this axiom wanted confirmation, 
tbecharader of the firfl: Knight of the 
: :. Garter, 
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Garter, Xh^ -Hero of the followiog 
pdgesj woi>ld .eftablifh it ; for in him. 
fm'e aU the graces and virtues ooncon*« 
tfF6^«' afy4- in him may the .^(Ibciatet 
o£'i that noble order behold a model, 
fiom which if they faihion their fend«' 
ment$> ^nd adions, they will acquire^ 
as he dJdy immortal renown. 

• ... 

- As my chief view has been to 
ttiake tlus work eiitertaining as well 
as inftrudive, I have not interm^ed 
the narrative with references to the 
original authcnrs, the ufual methods 
in compilations, but by which means 
the attention is every minute drawn 
ofT from the relation ; nor have I 
been particular in noting the year in 
which every event happened : fuffice 
it to fay, that in the iirfl: cafe, the 
extrads are feleded from the moft 
authostic accounts ; and in the latter, 
that the dates of the moft material 

tranfa(^ions 
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tran^ions. are inserted. 'A .kiaow-* 
lo^ /of the;p»r<ticular ;y4^.rja- which 
a-rtew« furrehd^rfid) or a,;fkir«H<b 
ha^fipsmdy can be of littlp. iwportfemse 
tp tbs feadfersof, thkage; thofewl^ 
wifh.ito gaift oijoa-e minute info?ma- 
t^^i .1. would fffer to thq hiftori?^ 
of England,;, wsbfrfc they iffe.:par|ku-: 
' larized ; the general Hiftorian being 
^feligS^j linff^otf^g a feiies€»fr erents 
thf«ugh diffetei* reigUsj fo,4ttend' ta 
ihj* 4iftyi<^Qn. -. '• .... . 






THE 



THE 

History 

OF 

EDWARD Prince ol^ Wales^ 



NO natrie appears to hold a more r^-* 
(peftable place in the lift of Englifh 
Mondrchs than that of Edward the 
Firft^ who poffefl^ every quality to render 
him a pblific and warlike King. Whllft 
jPrince of Wales, he gave great proofs of 
that courage and pefletratibn, which made 
him dreaded by his enemies and refpefted 
hy his fubjeAs, when called to the throne. 
He iupported his father Henry the Third 
againft his powerful BlaronS; who, being 
too juftly incenfed by the King's profiifion 
to his favourites, attachment to ftrangers. 
And variable conduft, were continually in 

A arms 
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arms againft him : by his prudent interpo* 
fition the young Prince averted their animo- 
fity, and rendered the conclufion of that 
'Monarch's reign tolerably tranquik He fig- 
nalized himfelf by uncomiriofi a<3:4 of valour 
during his refidcnce in the Holy Land ; to 
which he was led by that enthufiaftic pro* 
penfity for Croifades, fo J)re^a|ent kn thofe 
early ages. In his abfence his father, un- 
able any longer to weild the Iceptre, or to 
curb the licentioufnefs of his Nobie^^ which 
began again to fhew.itfelf, qalled aloufd for 
his gallant Ion's return ; but, before his 
arrival, he funk. under the cares of govern* 
ment and the infirmities of age, after a reign 
of fifty-fix years, the longeft to be met with 
in the Englifh annals. 

Young Edward finding that his prefence 
was not immediately required in England, 
continued a confiderable time in France, 
As he pafled near Chalons in Burgundy, he 
was challenged by the Prince of that country 
to a tournament, for which prej)aa:ations 

were 
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-^re then making. Edwlrd; who de- 
lighted in thefe martial exercifes, acc^ed 
the invitation ; and rejoiced at an opportu- 
nity of acquiring honour and renown among 
fo many gallant perfonages. But he and 
his retinue {o far excelled the French 
Knights, that it eicited their jealoufy, and 
created fo much animofity as to produce a 
quarrel. The mock engagement was in- 
ftantly turned into a real one ; and though 
'the Eng^ifli bravely withffood the fuperior 
HxTmbers of their enemies arid remained un*- 
broken, yet it could' not be terminated ttH 
much blood was fpilt in the filly conteft; 

On his return to England, Edwaixl ap- 
plied himfelf to the re-eilabliihmeAt of his 
kingdom ; corredling thole diforders and^crvil 
commotions which the unflahle adminiftra- 
tion of his father had fuffered to take root 
in every part of government. At* the 
fiune time he laid down a: plain of policy 
cq^ually gwierous and prudent. Whilft -he 
made it the rule df his own condia€t to d> 
A 2 ferve 
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fervc (except on fome extraordinary og- 
cafions) the privileges fecured to his people 
by Mj^na Charta, he endeavoured to di- 
minilh the arbitrary and enormous power of 
the great Baroas, thole oppreflbrs of the in- 
'ferior ranks, by an exaft diftribution of 
juftice, and a rigid execution of the laws. 
From this laudable exertion of his authority 
.the face of the kingdom fbon became 
changed ; order took place of confufion; 
and thofe various kinds of malefaftors who 
over-run the whole nation, and lived by 
rapine and plunder, committing themoft 
horrid murders and depredations, were fup- 
preffed as far as the ferocity and licentiouf- ' 
nefs of the times would allow. It is true 
indeed, that urged by his neceflities he made 
fome violent attempts on the liblerties of the 
people ; but being oppofed, he was not in- 
attentive to the dictates of prudence, and by 
making timely fubmiffions fecured his ho- 
nour. By his great abilities he annexed the 
principality of Wales to his crown ; and, 
having overcome the Scots in mzny battles, 

was 
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was on the point of reducing that kingdom 
to the fame fituation, when death put a 
ilop to his conquefts. But what redounded 
more to his honour than his many viftories, 
was the inceflant application he beftowed on 
the amendment of the laws ; which had 
languiflied in former reigns, but which 
Edward maintained in great vigour, and left 
much improved to pofterity. Thefe ex- 
cellent regulations, of more importance to 
a kingdom than the acquifition of terri- 
tory, gained him the appellation of the 
$ingli(h Juftiniaii ; and will enfure to his 
name refpeft and honour when the laurels of 
the conqueror are faded. 

His ion, Edward the Second, found the 

people prepoffeffed in his favour, by their 

veneration of his great father: but his mild 

and gentle difpofition was not -fuited to the 

turbulence of that age. Steadinefs and refb^ 

; lution, tempered by moderation, are necef- 

.fary endowments (and at that time they 

were peculiarly: fo) for the perlbn deilined to 
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guide tbe car of empire ;. ieft^ like an unt 
&ilful Phaeton, by keeping too near tka 
iiery traft of defpotifm oa tl>e one hand, or 
the equally deftruftive path of timid relaxa- 
tion on the other, he wanders like the foil 
of Phoebus far from the beaten, way, and 
{hares his fate. This eafinefs of temper in 
Edward threw him into the hands of favou- 
rites, to whom he implicitly gave up his 
will, and on whom he bdftowed honours and 
riches vsfith an unbounded profufion. 

The firft of thefe was Piers Gavafton, 
the foil of a Gafcon knight of fome diftinc-: 
tion, who had honourably ferved the late 
King ; and who, as a reward for his merits, 
had obtained* an eftabiiftiment for his foh in 
the family of the Prii>ce of Wales. This 
young Cav alicfr (oon infiniiated himfelf into 
the afFeftions of his maftcr by -his agreeable 
behaviour, and by fupplying him with all 
thole innocent though frivolous aniufements 
Vrhich fulted his capacity and inclinatipni^. 
3^ndowed| with the utaiioft^kganoe of ihape 

•' "" and 
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«Pl4 per&Qy coofpicuovis i^r a fi^e mif q and 
eafy iparriage^ expert in all warlike and gen* 
teej exerciijb?, and celebrated for his wit, 
it is XLOt mmti to be wondered at, if Edward 
g^yo up fi heart, naturally difpofed.to friend- 
Hfjip an4 confidence, to this accomplifhed 
yoving ^Atleman. His diicerning fatjier, 
Edward the Firft, apprehenfiye of the con-: 
ibquenpes, baniflied Gavafton the kingdom; 
and on his death-bed made the Prince pro- 
n^ife neyer to recall him. Unmindful pf 
this fpjieran prpteft^tion, np iboner.did Ed- 
ward find himfelf his own mafter, than he 
iejuit for his favourite ; and fo great was his 
impatience to teftify to the world his regard 
for him, that before his arrival at court he 
created him Earl of Cornwall : he foon 
after beflowed on him immenfe ppfleffions, 
and married him to his own niece. 

However unapprehenfive. perfons, even of 
the higjiefi rank, detcrpmined on the gratifir 
cation of their favourite paljlons^ may be, 
yet the fpeculative reader pf hiftpry cannot 

A 4 avoid 
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avoid remarking, that fuch breaches of fo- 
lemn compafts, though only verbal ones^ 
are ever attended with fatal confequences, 
Thus Edvirard, by indulging the friendly 
cfFufions of his heart to an unwarrantable 
extreme, on a rapacious favourite, in defpite 
of bis father's dying injunftions and his 
own repeated afleveratiohs, roufed the dor- 
mant Ipirit of the haughty and reftlefs 
Barons, and involved himfelf in contefts 
which rendered his whole reign unquiet, 
tnd at length brought him to a tragical end. 

This partiality to Gavafton ferved only to 
excite the jealoufy of the Barons, and after 
iriany contefts ended in his deftrudipn. But 
no fooner was he made prifoner, and, ac- 
cording to the favage manners of the age, 
immediately executed, than the King, accuf* 
tpmed to controul, looked around him for 
a proper perfon to fupply his place. Hugh 
ii Defpcncer, a young Engliflaman of a 
noble fertiily, ivhp likewife poflefled all 
^hofe external accomplifliments of perfon and 

addrefs, 
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^ddrefs fitted to engage the weak mind of 
Edward, attra6:ed his notice, and was re- 
ceived into the feme degree of confidence and 
fevour. A fimiiar tnun of incidents to 
thofe which had attended the attachment of 
Edward to Gavafton now took pkce ; and 
by the lame unavoidable progreflion led, af- 
ter Ibme years, to as fatal a conclufion. Th^ 
King was addifted to no vice, but having a 
diAafte to all ferious bufinefs, and, confcious 
of his inability to hold the reins of govern-* 
ment, he gave this minion alfb unlimited 
power, and fet no bounds to his favours. 
Lie Defpencer, equally haughty and rapacious 
with his predeceflbr, drew on himfelf the ani- 
mofity of the Barons : they confequently had 
recourle to arms, and procured by force from 
Edward a fentence of perpetual exile againft 
Jiim. But a reverfe of fortune enabled the 
King tQ recall his favourite, and fix him in the 
iame plenitude of power, till the following 
incident broujght about the ruin of both. 

A difpute arifing between Edward and 
Charles the Fairj^ king of France, coAcern-r 

ing 



[ 10 J 

iojg fhff^ affairs relating to th$ province of 
Gwenfle, jiis queen Ifabella was feat over to 
cioy4?ay0ur itp fettk it with her brother. 
Wh\h fl>^ was ^a}ciag fome progrefs in the 
iHBgopiatipa, Charles, iacre^fing his d^maiiids, 
jS^^ted ^ new prpppfition ; he iiififjtei^, th^t 
kbg E4^yar4 Should appear gt his court, tQ 
^ Jiomag® f^ tf^ territories he held m^der 
I»im* Np method appeared to evade thi§ 
defnand^ yet nuny difficulties occurred to 
pr^/eut a cpixipli^nce with it. Le Defpencer, 
t>y whom th^ Kkl^ was implicitly governed j 
h?d been engaged in many quarrels with the 
C^en, who afpired to the fame authority, 
and on that account continually oppofed all 
his meafures. Though this artful Princefs 
on her leaving England had taken care to 
diffemble her animofity, -jsat Le Defpencer, 
perfeftly acquainted with her ientinaents, 
was unwilling to attend the King to Paris, 
as he was apprehenfive of being exppfed to 
infuks in a kingdom, whetejt was natural 
(o conclude Ifabella would meet with credit 
and fujpport, Noi- was h? kfs alarmed by 

his 
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^9 ^pprehaB0ons from allowbg the King tp 
xjpkzke the journey alone ; as that cafy Prince 
might poflibly during his ^bfence fall under 
^mip other influence. The fame objeOion 
appeared to his remaining in England where 
he was fo generally hated, without the pror 
te^on of the royal authority: thefe per* 
plenties bred diificulties and delays, which 
would have obflru<9te4 4:he negociation, had 
not Ifabella propofed that her hufb^nd Ihould 
refign his dpnunions in France to his {i>n^ 
opw thirteen yaarjs of age; and that the 
Prince fhould come to Paris, to do the ho- 
mage which every vaffal owed to his fuperipr 
lord. This expedient, {q iK>nf6nant to Le 
D.efp€tticer's wifiies, but propofad by the 
Queen from views equally deftruftive to the 
feveurite, was immediately complied with ; 
and young Edward fent to Paris. 

Queen Ifabella^ on her arrival in France^, 
,had found there a great number of Engiiih 
fugitives, adherents to the late Earl of Lan- 

cafter,. 
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^ftcr *, who had been defeated and flain ia 
one of thofe battles between Edward and hi» 
Barons, occafioned by the King's pairtialitj 
to his favourites. Their mutual antipathy to 
Le Delpencer on this account foon gave rife 
to a fecrct friendlhip and correfpondence be- 
tween them ^nd that Princefs. The noble- 
man moft particularly diftinguifhed by Ifa- 
bella was young Roger Mortimer, a potent 
Baron in the Welfh Marches, who had ef- 
caped from the Tower, after being impri- 
ibned by Edward ; and who had brought ta 

♦ This Earl of Lancafter was one of the moft powerful 
lioblemen that England ever gave birth to : he conftantly 
employed this power in redudng the prerogatives of the 
crown, which were at that time greatly oy^grown, and in 
(ecuring the liberti^ aqd privileges of the people. But, 
after many cpntcfts, being taken prtfoner by king Edward, 
ht was condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quartered; 
As the firft prince of the blood this fentence was miti- 
gated and changed into decapitation. An indulgence 
which was not however granted through compai&on to 
the unhappy Earl/ as bis execution was attended with 
every difgraceful aggravation : he was cloathed in mcaa 
apparel, placed on a lean horfe without a bridle, and con- 
veyed through Pontefradl, with a hood upon his head, to 
m eminence about a mile from the town^ where he Wa& 
beheaded ftanding. 

France 
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France as great a fhare of inveteracy againd: 
idle minifter as herfelf. This political 
union foon bred a connexion of a more 
tender kind : the Queen could not behold 
the graces of this young Lord's perfbn, and 
his engaging addrcfs, without feeling an un- 
allowable Warmth play about her heart. 
From being her confident and counfellor, he 
became her lover ; and eng^d her to facri- 
fice to the infatuating impulfe every fenti- 
ment of honour and fidelity to her hufband* 
Hating now the man whom (he had injured, 
and whom Ihe had never valued, fhe entered 
cordially, into all Mortimer's confpiracies ; 
and, having got into her hands the heir of 
the Englifli monarchy, (he refblved on the 
ruin of both the King and his favourites. 
She now prevailed on her brother to enter into 
her purpofes : her court was daily full of 
the exiled Barons, and a correfpondence was 
fbcretly carried on with the Malecontents in 
England. 

When king Edward, informed of thefe 
alarming circumftances, required her fpeedy 

return 
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t6t\irK With the Prince, (he openly rej^ied. 
That Ae never wonld fet foot into the kirig- 
doin, till his miiiidn was fw* ever reteOT 
from his pfefence and coxincils. This de- 
clafafion procnretl her great pdpukrily ifi 
l^nglaiid, palliated her treafonable enter- 
prizes, and fetidered the people for the pre*- 
fenf inattentive to her unwarrantable con- 
ne<ftioii with Mortimer. All king Edward's 
efforts Were unequal to the conspiracies which 
were forniing ag^inft him, both 4t home and 
Abroad. Even his o^vn brothet the Earl of 
Kent, a virtuous but weak prince, wasdrawti- 
in to give a faiidioii to the combination, fof 
which the expulfion of Le Defpencer Was the 
only avowed pretext. 

Ilatella, having raifed about three thoti- 
fand troops, by the open affiftance of the 
Count of Hainault, and the fecret proteQiion 
of her Brother, landed on the coaft of Suf- 
folk • without oppolition. Soon after her 
latidhig ihe was joined by maiiy potent Ba- 
rons, and marched to attack her Hufbaiid ; 

but 
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but that Princcj being iiftable to txitlfef the 
citiicns of London to i fehfe of theit diity, 
ht to raife an armjr, flfcd tv^ith ptecipitafioa 
into rfie Weft. He had no fooner difcoVcf ed 
Ms Wsaknds, by leaving the cky^ than thfe 
Wge 6f the populace blroke pttt ^thoXit Cofi- 
tlroul atgainft him and hi^ ftiiniften They 
firft plundered and thdn lAurdetfed all his 
adherents, at the fame time entering iiitb a 
formal aflbciation to put to death, withoifl: 
ttusfcj, every otl6 tvhcj (hould dafe to op- 
j^fe the eftterprirc of queen Ifabella and the 
J^rince. 

The abandoned King ^as clofely purfued 
to Briftol, from whence he paffed over into 
Wales. As this tvas th^ plaWe of his birth, 
^nd thfe people were prejudiced in his favour, 
froiil his being the firft Englilh Prince thit 
bore their titlb, he hoped to be enabled th^re 
to liiake a fliand. The eldeft Le Defpencfer, 
the father of the favourite, lately created 
Earl of Wiiichefter, who had fllared with 
his fon in Edward's favout atod confidence, 

4 was 



was then governor of BriftoL He tn^i* 
vouredto prefer ve that place for the King; 
but his garrifbn mutinied agaiiift him, and 
he was delivered into the hands of his ene-^ 
mies. This nobleman, who had nearly 
reached his ninetieth year, and who had 
been reipe£ted through all his paft life for 
wifdom^ valour, and integrity, was inftantly 
condemned to death by the rebellious Barons* 
His feritence was executed with the greateft 
degree of ignominy ; for after hanging on a 
gibbet his body was cut in pieces, and 
thrown to the dogs ; and his head, being 
lent to Winchefter, was expofed on a pole to 
the infults of the populace^ 

King Edward^ difappomted in his expec' 
rations of fuccours from the Welfh, toolc 
(hipping for Ireland; but, being driven back 
by contrary winds, he ilrove to conceal him- 
feif in the mountains of Wales ; where, be- 
ing difcovered, he was taken priibner, and 
fent to the caftle of Kcmlworth, The young 
Le Delpencer, the caufc of thefe commo* 
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tions, who had accompanied the King hi his 
flight, and was taken at the fame time, expe- 
tl^nced the fame rigour ad his father, being 
put to death with every token of ignominy : 
a charge tvas drawn tip againftKing Edward, 
and his depofition voted by Parliament: 
fbme lords were then fent to him at Kenil- 
worth, to require his re%nation, which 
toenac^s and terror foon extorted from him ; 
and at the time he furrendered up the en- 
figns of royalty, he acknowledged with grief, 
that his (fegradation was the natural corife- 
quence of his imprudent' conduft. The 
Friiice of Wales was^ how placed on the 
throne in his ftcad, and crowned in the 
prefence of the principal nobility on the 
24th day of January 1327. 

But it was impoffible that the people^ 
however corrupted by the barbarity of the 
times, or influenced by fadtion, fhould for 
ever remain infenfiblc to the voice of nature. 
The irregularities of the Queen could not 
efcape the cenfure they deferved ; and Ihe be- 
came in her turn the objedt of public hatreds 

B The 
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The fituation of the dethroried Monarch ex- 
cited the compaffion of the Peopk, and feveral 
of the Barons began to intereft themfelves in 
his favour. The new Earl of Lancafter, ta 
whofe care he was committed, was foon 
touched with thefe generous fentiments^ and 
they bid fair to be produdive of favourable 
confequences to Edward ; but, as the huma- 
nity and gentlenefs with which he treated 
his prifoner did not coincide with the de- 
figns of his dire(9x)rs, he was removed from 
his employ : the King was. then delivered 
into the hands of Lord Berkeley, Sir John 
Mautravers, and Sir Thopias. Goum^y, .who 
were intrufted alternately with the charge of 
guarding him. 

Whilft he was in Lord Berkeley's cuftodjr* 
he was ufed with the gentlenefs due to his 
rank and misfortunes ; but when the others 
had the conamand, every ipecies of indignity 
was pra6ifed againft him; probably with a 
defign to break his fpirits, and by that means 
put an end to his life, without having re- 

courfe 
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cpurfe to more defperate meafures. An irt- 
ftance of their diigraceful ufage is left on re-* 
cord, and ferves as a fpecimen of his fufFer- 
ings. One day when the King was to be 
fhaved, they ordered cold and dirty water to 
brought from the ditch for that purpofe ; 
and v^hen, on defirih^ if riiight be changed, 
he fouhd his requeft denied, tears plente- 
o'ufly bedewed his royal cheeks. Thefe me- 
thods^ however being too flow for the impa- 
tient Morfimer, he feCretly fent Orders tor 
the keepers^ whd Were at his devotion, to 
make ufe of others more conclufive and ex- 
peditious. Accordingly, taking , advantage 
of Lord Berkeley's illnefs, in whofe cuftody 
he happened to he; they came to^ Berkeley 
C'aftle ^id got poffeffioil of the King's perfon. 
The inhuman wretches then threw him on 
a bed; and, keeping him down with a table, 
put an end to bis life by a moft cruel and in- 
human method. Though the device made ufe 
©f prevented any external marks of violence, 
yet the horrid deed was difcovcred to all the 
guards and attendants, by the fcreanas with 
B 2 which 
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which the agonizing King filled the caftle 
whilft his' bowels were confuniing. 

Humanity, thou peerlefs virtue ! divine 
effulgence ! in thofe rude ages whither wert 
thou fled ?. in what clime couldft thou then 
hide thy dejected head, whilft Cruelty, thy 
infatiate foe, reigned uncontrouled ? Happy, 
thrice happy thofe, who, born in a more 
civilized sera, fail gently down the flream of 
life, proteded by invaluable laws from the 
affafliu's lecret dagger, or the more open at- 
tacks of oppreffive power. 

The perpetrators of this horrid deed were 
held in d^teftation by all rc^ankind ; . and,, 
when by another revolution their employers, 
could no , longer aiFord them proteftion, 
they found it neceflary to fly the kingdom^ 
Gournay after fome time was feized at Mar- 
i^illes ; byt was prevented from receiving a; 
puniflini^nt* adequate to his crime in the, 
fight of an offended People, by being be- 
headed during his voyage. Thij hafty exe-^- 

cution, 



C I* .] 

cution, it is fuppofed, was occafioned by 
fecret orders from fome perfbns of great con- 
fequence in England, to prevent a difcovery 
of their fliare in the giiilt. Mautravers con- 
cealed himfelf feveral years in Germany, 
but having rendered fbme fervice to Edward 
the Third, he ventured to approach him, 
thi-ew himfelf on his knees, and, humbly 
fubmitting to his mercy, received a pardon 
from that too-generous Prince, 

The charader of Edward the Second ap- 
pfears to have beeil intirely free from any 
crime that could render him deferving of fo 
tragical m end. Unqualified by nature to 
' govern a fierce and turbulent people, he was 
obliged to devolve on othets the weight of 
-government. Indolence and the want of 
penetration led him '' to rriake ch6ice of mi- 
nifters and favourites who were not proof 
againft the intoxication of delegated power. 
The feditious and ever-reftlefs Barons, taking 
advantage of this imprudence, under pre- 
tence of attacking his ihinifters, infulted his 
B 3 perfoa 



perfbn and invaded his authority ; .whilft the 
impatient and ill-judging populace threw all 
the blame on their Prince, and incrcafed the 
public diforders by their faftion and violence. 
The unlimited confidence King Edward placed 
in his favourites, and the unbounded pro- 
fufion with which he rewarded their attach- 
ment, to the difguft of the whole nation, 
warranted in fbme meafure this opppfition* 
The partial fmiles of a King, if beftowejl 
on an unworthy perfon, generally carry with 
them a poifon, which for a time apparently 
invigorates, but at laft proves fetal. The 
Englifh hiftory affords more inftances than 
this before us, of the danger that refults 
from fuch an imprudent partiality. The 
Prittce, who deaf to the complaints of his 
People, liftens only to the reprefentations of 
his favourite, and.thofe fubfervient adherents 
which during his temporary exaltation attach 
themfelves to him, will find too late, that 
the opprobrium and punifhment due to his 
cppreffive ads are not confined to the abufers 
pf his confidence abne;. but that liiey will 

reach 
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reach even Majefty itfelf, and involve him 
in the certain and not unmerited ruin. Even 
the well-meaning Edward, in whofe breaft 
tyranny and opprcffion appear not to have 
found a kindly foil, by blindly purfuing the 
councils of his rapacious minions, found 
himfelf entangled in their guilt, and its 
confequent deftru£tion. 

But though this unhappy Prince could not 
efcape the fetal confequences of his infatua- 
tion, yet the Queen and Mortimer, by whofe 
direction they were put in execution with 
fuch horrid aggravations, drew on themfelves 
the diipleafure of every rank. As they kept 
the young King furrounded by their crea- 
tures, and had by every difgraceful fubmif- 
fion fecured peace with the neighbouring 
kingdoms, they for a time enjoyed without in- 
terruption their unjuftly acquired fupremacy. 
The Princes of the Blood, and all thofe Nobler 
men who felt for the honour of the nation,^ 
and oppofed the tyranny of Mortin^er, were, 
through his contrivances, imprifoQe^ or de^ 
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jQtroyed j and tlieir eftates appropriated to his 
own ufe. By this means his power grew 
formidable to eve^y oftc ; and he afFefted ^ 
ilate and dignity fuperior to his Royal Mafter, 
The whole nation now bowed before him; 
pot one of the Barons daring to difpute his 
will, except the Earl of Kent, who on that 
account he refolved to remove out of the 
way. To efFe£t this he fpread a report, 
throughout the kingdom by means of his 
emiflaries, that king Edward the Second was 
ftlU alive in Corfe caftle, but yifible only, t^ 
a few particular perfbns. As he kijew that 
the Earl of Kent had always entertained a 
moft cordial affeftion for his unh&ppy bro- 
ther, and fmcerely lanaented his death, l\c 
doubted not that he would exert himfelf ii; 
his favour, could he be perfuaded that be 
was really alive,^ Mortimer was not difap- 
pointed in thefe expectations. The Earl of 
Kent no fooner heard the ftory, which was 
pow become the general topic of converia^ 
tion, than he began to inquire into the 
foundation of the rumour. He examined 

Sir 
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Sir John Dey.erel, the governor of the cafWe, 
fvha, having received private inftrudions 
from the minifter, confirmed the truth of it, 
infinuating at the fame tinie that he let, hinj 
^^to the fecret through friendlhip. Many 
pther perfons of diftindion firmly believing 
jhe report, and expreffing thei;: deiire of fee-s- 
ing the unfortunate Monarch, and replaciijg 
him pn the throne, the Earl of Kfent wrot^ 
hina a letter; affuring him, that he would 
ufe his utmoft endeavours to procure his.liv 
herty, and that the principal Noblenjep wer? 
determined to exert their power in reftoring 
him to that dignity of which he had beepi fp 
unjuftly deprived* Sir John Deyerel pro- 
mifed to deliver this letter to King Edwardt 
but put it into the hands of Mortimer, whq 
refolved to employ it as the naeang qf ac- 
complilhing the E^l's deftrujftion. He ac-r 
cordingly direfted the youHg Ki^g to con-- 
yoke a Parliament at Winchefter : when, a? 
few attended befides his own creatures andt 
dependents, the freedom of thefe aflembliesi 
tieing deftroyed by his arbiratry proceedings, 

he 
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he bad an opportunity of executing his cruel 
and revengeful purpofes. He communicated 
theEarPs letter to theKing, with fuch invidious 
reflexions of his own, that Edward wrote to 
his Uncle requiring his immediate attendance. 
He was no fooner arrived at Wificheftef than 
he was taken into cuftody and confined. 
Some of Mortimer's creatures being fent to 
examine 'him, they returned with falfe . re- 
ports and forged confeffions ; which fo exas- 
perated the King, that he ordered the letter 
to be laid before the Parliament. The cori- 
fequence which naturally arofe from this me- 
thod of procedure was, thfit he was found 
guilty of high tiealbn, and condemned to 
lofe his head. Mortimer, apprehenfive that 
the King from his humane difpofition arid 
afFeftion for his Uncle might be induced to 
grant the Earl a pardon, refolved to give him 
no time for deliberation. By the affiftance 
of the Queen Mother he procured a warrant 
from his Majefty, before his anger had fub- 
fided, and gave directions that it fhould be car- 
ried into immediate execution. But fo uni- 

yerfally 
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sv€i?faily lyas tibe Eaarl beloved, that the comj 
mon executioner refufed to perform his of- 
£ce; ahd though he ^as brought pn thp 
fcafFold about noon, yet it was evening bcr 
fore any pne could be found to fupply his 
place ; even then the ientence was executed 
by a felon, who, as a reward for the iervicc, 
received a free pardon for the crimes he had 
committed. The King was deeply afiefted 
at his Uncle's death, and too late difcovered 
the methods by which he had been impofed 
en. But thefe illegal praftices became at 
length the fiibjed of daily complaints, and 
all parties, forgetting former animofities, 
confpired in hatted againft the deteftcd per* 
petrator. 

It was impoflible th^t theiie abufes could 
long efcape the obfervation of a Prince en^ 
dowed with fo much Ipirit and penetration 
as young Edward, who, being now in his 
eighteenth year, and thinking himfelf capa- 
ble of governi»g,i repined at being kept fub- 
feryient to this infbknt minifter. But fg 

much 
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mucfi was he guarded by the emiffaries of 
Mortimer, that it required great lecrefy and 
caution to condud any attempt to obtain his 
freedom. However, aflifted by feveral po- 
tent Lords whom he had gained over to his 
intereft, he fuddenly threw off the yoke antf 
feized the ufurper in an apartment adjoining 
.to the Queen's, at the caftle at Nottingham, 
in the following manner. The young King 
being now a father *, the dominion of Mor- 
timer became irkfome to him : he beheld 
with indignation his pride, arrogance, and 
avarice, and enjoyed a fecret pleafure at the 
ipublic hatred and odium under which th?t 
nobleman laboured : he obferved vidth equal 

* On the 24th day of January 13218, die King bad 
married Pbjlippa. daughter of WiUiam the Third, Count 
of Hainauk and Holland. The nuptials were celebrated 
at Xork with great poipp and fplendour ; but th6 cere- 
mony of her coronation was not performed till about two 
years after. And on the 15th day of June 1330 their 
ddeft fon the Prince of Wales was born at Wodcftokc. 
He was fucklcd by his royal Mother, whofe healthy con- 
iUtutbn agd fweet difpofition contributed in a great roea- 
fur« to entail on her fon that firength of body and placid 
,temper» which rendeitd him a terror tQ his enemies^ and 
gained him univerfal eileem. 

fhame 
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ihame znd forrow the fcandalous familiartty 
which fubfifted between his mother ancj her 
favourite : incenfed at thefe difagreeable ob- 
lervations, which now fumiflied convcrfaticm 
for the public, he refolved to free himfelf. 
from his difgraceful fxibjedion to this info- 
lent upftart The King's fentiments fboa 
became perceptible to thofe few Noblemen 
that had accefs to his Majeftj, who iail^ 
not to inflame his refentmeat ; but as Mor- 
tinaer ha4 ufurped the royal authority, and 
intirely engrofled- the adminiftration of pub- - 
lip affairs into his own hands, the whole 
poweir of the kingdom was at his devotion. 
Befides which, he was conilantly furroui^ided 
by a body of two hundred armed knights, 
and continually employed a number of fpies 
to watch the motions of hi« Majefly. This- 
rendered the jijtjdextakiiig difficult ; but King 
Edward was «otof a temper to be intionddated 
by dangers : he imparted his delign to Wil- 
liam lord MontagutQ ajud feveral other Noble- 
tnen, who all concurred in advifing him'ta 
ay^rehend t&q .JE^rl duyiiig^ the next Seffipn 

........... . ^ 



6? Parfiament, which was fummoned io meet 
icon after at Nottinjgharn. This was approved 
of by the King, andhefet out with intention tc^ 
take pbffeffion of the caftle of that city ; but 
the Qjteen Mother and Mortimer, fufpefting 
His defign, ' repaired thither before him, and 
tbok^u]^ their quarters in it with dl their at- 
tendants, fo that thei^e was fcarcely room for 
the King himfelf. Mortimer, having received ' 
frbtii hisipie^intetiigence of the intentions of 
his Enemies, made ftire of defeating their pro- 
jeft by a timely feiziire of their pefforis. This 
li(5tirever''h6 Was pffeVented from doling by the 
expedition of Lord Moniracute, who prevdldd 
'on Sir William 'Ealand, governor of the 
caftle, to favour their fcheffie. Sir William' 
readily iagreed to affift his Majefty ; but at the' 
fame time informed him, that it was iniprac-^ 
ticable to admit them by the common entry, 
as the Queen had ordered new locks to he 
put Upon the gates, and the keys to be^ 
brought every night into her chamber and 
laid under her pillow. Ne verthelefs he recof- 
leded, that on the weftcrri fide of the; caftfe^ ' 

there 
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there ivas an old cavem, the mouth of si 

fubterraneoiis paflage which led into the 

caiUe, and through this he engaged to con«», 

du6t them to Mortimer's . apartment. The 

following day the Governor, with LordMon- 

tacute and feveral other valiant knights^, 

took horfe and precipitately left Nottingham. 

Mortimer cqncluded they had fled to avoid 

being feized by his adherents ; but they re-. 

turned about midnight, and^ entering the 

fubterranean paiiage (which is ftill ]£no]i¥^ 

by the name of Mortinxer*s Hole) they were; 

conduflsed by Sir William into the chiejf. 

tqwer of the cattle : from thence they ad-^ 

vaniced into the chamber adjoining to thft 

Queen's apartment, where Mortimer was fit* 

tiijg with a few of his chief dependents; 

and^ notwithftanding reiiftance was made oik 

the firft alarm by fome of bis knights, he 

wis foon taken priibn«r. The Qupen, ftart- 

led at the noiie, and fuipe£ting the cs(u{e, 

called aloud in the Frendh language to her 

foQ, whom ihe imagined to be at the head of 

the party, " Bel Fitz ! Bel Fitz.l ayez pitie 

^* du 
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<< du geiitife Mortimer/' Fair Son I Faii^ 
Son ! have pity on the rtdble Mortimer. No 
anfwer being returned to her ihtreaties fhe 
ruftied into the room among the? cofeipirator^, 
and earneftly befaiight them to do no injur/ 
to his' perfon, for he wa* a worthy knight,* 
h€?r dtear friend, and well-beloved toufin.- 
She "had however the ihortifieaitiori to find 
that her fupplieations were ine^cSuaL This 
tfranfa6:ion was conduced with -fb much ie- 
crefy and diipatch, that the pe6pfe in the 
town knew riothmg of it t&t tJ$e dext" morh-* 
ing; ^hen tWb of Mortimer^s-fbtis ahdfeveral 
of his partizans' being likawife apprehended,- 
lii^ were all fent to th^ iToWer of Londoriw 
T^te Parliament proceeded imiTaediately to the 
t^rial of this proud peer, before whom he 
was' ^ceufed of many crime* ind mifHe^ 
ftieanors; and^- as fi^omthc fuppofetf notoriety 
of the- faft^ evidence was- tbdd^t unnecef- 
^ry, he was con^mnedy arid exeeiatedwith- 
01* delay on i gifefeel near London. The 
Queen v^ras eonfindd to her owh^ palace, ind 
her revenue greatly decr^afed^;- and, though 
"4 the 
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the King paid her a ceremonious vifit once or 
twice a year, (he was never able to reg^U 
his good opinion^ or to reinftate herfelf in 
ariy credit or authority. Such arc the fin© 
efiefis which flow from a vicious and irregu- 
lar coadud ; nor can the moft elevated iitu« 
ation, the bhu&e of pomp, or any human 
precaution fecure the offender from the flow 
but |io lefs certain inflidtions of juftice* 

The reign of Edward the Third might be 
£ud, to commence from this time ; for though 
he had been feated on the throne more than 
three years, yet his youth fcrved as a pretext 
for t^ Queen and Mortimer to uiurp the 
fcgai power, and leaye him only the title* 
He now, like the riling fun, which had for 
a while been bbfcured by the lagging clouds 
of nighty broke out wkh unufual Iplendour ; 
and, tin he became again clouded: near the 
ve^ of the horizon in. his defcent, con- 
tintred to (hed with unremitted ardour hh 
fciiU veiling beam« on the kingdom over which 
tej(>refided^ ridfuig it to a mtch of glory un^ 
^CkJhtJ^ QrortocH^ known 

/ // 
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|cnown tjefore.- He begun by applyli]^ 
himfelf with^induftry andjwdgmfint to, re* 
drefs all thpfe grievancjes which had either 
proceeded from want^of ; authcwrity. in tjie 
crown, or from the abufe qfiu , 

No period of their hiftory is read by tb^ 
Englilh with more fondnefs or greater exulta- 
tion than the reig^i of this great Monarch^ The 
afcendency which this Nation then began to 
acquire over the French, makies.thepi^cafl: 
their, eyes on this aera with great fatisfaftion^ 
and purifies every meafure Edward embjpcpd 
for that end* Nor .was the domeftic^oyer^ 
ment of, this King lefs w;orthy of their ad- 
miration, than his foreign yi^ones; as E)x^- 
land enjoyed by the pru4^ice and vigour o£ 
hisadminiftrationalongeriiiteryalof dgmefliic 
peac^ ?ind tranquillity,th^n fhe had beeal^e^^ 
with in any, former period, or than ihe.pXf 
perienced for many ages after* He curbed 
the licentioflfnefs of the Baroiis by his reso- 
lution, whilft, by his afiable and cJbligii]^ 
behaviour^ his munific^c^ and generc^ty;, 
. . ho 
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lie • gained' their afFedions, and made tfiem 
fubmit with pleafure to his dominion; To 
this, his foreign warS contributed not a 
little; as they feryed to employ thofe xxn^ 
quiet ipirits agairift the public enemy, which 
otherwife would have been engaged in diP 
turbances at homci 

The firft exertion of King Edward's mili^ 
tary abilities was againft the Scots, who 
were perpetually making inroads into Eng- 
land. His grandfather Edward the Firft had 
by his valour reduced them to a very low 
ebb ; and ^ had he lived, would probably have 
anneixcd their dotmnions to his own; but 
during the reign of Edward the Second^ 
through his want of warlike talents and the 
cdnftailt employment he found from his en* 
raged fubjefts, Scotland had greatly recovered 
herlelf, and was^i^in bfecome formidable^ 
In the early part of the prefent King's reign, 
whilft'he was yet under the dominion of 
Mortimer^ he had repulfed Murray and 
JJdrigjlas, two celebrated warriors, in an at- 

C ^ tempt 



tempt they made on his frontiers ; but thcjr 
eluded his jpurfuit, *nd retired to Aeir owa 
country^ withotit his being able to bring 
them to a decifivft battk. Even then that 
bravery and ^cmduft whkh afterwards im»- 
mortalized his name, became confplcuous; 
for whilft the armies lay near each dther^ 
divided only by a river, which Edward found 
!t imprafticabfe to pafs, DougJas the Scottifh 
]getiieral having obtained the watch-word, and 
furveyeil exadrly the fituation of the Englifh 
camp, entered it fecretly in the night-tin« 
rnth a fmall' bxit chofen body of troops-. 
He advanced to the King's tent, with a 
view of killing or carrying off the young 
Monarch in the midft of his army : hap- 
pily fome of Edward's attendants waking in 
that critical moment, they made refiftance, 
and facrificed their lives for the fafety of 
their royal Matter. - The King himfelfjiadjuft: 
time to fnatchhis (word, and after makii^g a 
valiant defence efcaped in- the dark. Doi^ks 
having loft the greateft part of -his followers 
was glad to make a hafty retreat. Diiap* 

pointed 
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pointed in his fchemc he di4 not, think pro- 
per to await the refentment of the Engliih,, 
but taking advantage of the mght, expeditl- 
bully decamped without notice ; by this means 
lie got the ftart of his enemies, arid arrived 
without lofs in his own country. 



\ 



During the King's minority, Mortimer, 
to enfure a continuance of his power, had 
cohfented to difavow the fupepority of Eng- 
land over that kingdom, which Edward the 
Fitft had taken ib much pains to aflert. He 
had alio prevailed on the young King to give 
a btond for a confiderable iiim to the Pope, 

''■ j^hp^ afted as mediator, to be paid if he vio- 
lated the treaty within four years. For 
this and feveral other reafons, he thought it 
prudent to avoid at prefent an open rupture. 

; However he fecretly encouraged Baliol, who 
laid claim to the crown of Scotland, now 
jpbffijfled by I^vid Bruce a n^nor; and no 
ifijoiier was the term of the truce expired, 

"than he railed a confiderable force, and 

^inarched towards tl^t fcingdoxj}* 

C 3 When 
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When he artrived on the borders of Scot- 
Jand, he found himfelf attacked by Douglas 
]the regent with an army much iuperior tq 
his own; but he received them. with fo 
jnuch fteadinefs, that they were foon thrown 
into diforder ; and on the iall of their ge- 
neral entirely routed. . It is aflerted by both 
the Scotch and Englifh hiftorians, that in 
this battle fought at HalicJown-HiH near 
Berwick, all the Nobles of diftindion 
^mong the Scots, with thirty thoufand of 
their troops, were either flain or taken pri- 
foners ; whilft the lofs'of the Englifli amount- 
ed only to one Knight, one Efquire, and 
thirteen private Ibldiers : but thefe accounts 
are certainly much exaggerated, though the 
inequality was without difpute very great. 
After this decifive blow the Scottifh Nobles 
had no other refource but\inftant fubmif- 
fion ; and Edward leaving a confiderable 
body with Baliol, whofe caufe he now openly 
' cfpoufedj to complete the conqueft of the 
kingdom,, he returned with the remainder of 
bi§ arnay to England* 
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Tlie "Warlike inclinations of King "Ed- 
ward not perpiiting him to remain ina&ive, 
he now employed his thoxights on a more 
confiderable conqiieft. On the death of 
Charles the Fair King of France, which 
happened when Edward was about fifteen 
years of age, he had formed pretenfions to 
the crown of that kingdom ; and he now 
found ' leifure to aflert them. It is true 
thefe pretefifions appear not to be very juftly 
founded, but many monarchs have mounted 
a throne, and tranfinitted it to their pofterity 
on weaker claims^ even fuppofing the cu(l 
toms of the French, like the laws of the 
Medes and Perfians, to be unalterable^ 

As at this period the foundation was -laid 
of that war which was carried on between 
France and England with great vigour for 
more than a century, »and gave rife to thai 
national animofity which ^ remains yet unex- 
^nguifhed, it is neceifafy to give my Read- 
ers an. explicit account of the caufes from 
whetfce it flawed, * and the ground on which 
C 4 King 
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King Edward founded his; clainif Iii al) the 
preceding reigns fijipe the Con^ueftj the. hofi^ 
tilities between the two crowns ha4 beeii 
only cafual and ten^pprary ;. and never ha^ 
ing attended with any bloody or dangerous 
pvents, the traces of them were eafily qbli- 
Iterated, by the firft treaty of paucifieafionv 
The Ehgliih nobUity valued theqafelves on 
their French or Norman extraftion, aiid n£^ 
fefted to ufe the language of that cpunti^y 
ill all p\2blic tranfadions, as w^U'as.in faxpi^ 
liar eonverfation ; but from this aera ^ amity 
betw^ix the two nations wg^ deftroyed^andan 
uqfriefidly rivalfliip eftablifli^ i^ itsmooi*. 

It had long been a prevailing opiqioq, 
f:hat the crown of Francje 00^14^ P?yer de-r 
^cend to fenules: though it is uncertair) 
at what age, or by which of their nionarchs', 
fhi« law, commonly termed theSjirtq^ie law, 
was franiedjj y^, as it Avas fupported by aur 
cient precedents, it ha4 acquired eqpj^L aUf 
^rity wi^ the moft exprefs and pofitiy? 
]a^ of that kingdofn* It i$ Ixrol^able that 



In the 4wrlieft >gQS of th^t ouwiarchy, the ' 
jFranks were fo rude .and barbarous a/ peo- 
ple, th^ ihey were in<:ap«Ue of ilibmitting 
to a femalei xeignr Simct that tiipe th6 
^rown has alwaya been worn by the neareft 
paale heir ; and from Hugh Capet to Lewis 
JHutin, it^ad regulady deffendcd without 
ioterroptkm from fajther tP ^ for deveti 
ge9^r»tipi^ :- io that the kingdom of France 
Ipsd^ 4^ieg the^^ cotirie of nine hundf^d 
year^, beea governed ^ by males, and the fuc* 
jcefiion iHidifpwted, 

Phi)^i|»^e Fails fether of Lews Hutin,left 
three ions^ Lp wi^, Philip th? Long, a^d(^hai^les 
tjig F^if ;- witjbi 01)^ daught?rf IfabeUaQijeen of 
pi)igl,iii^, papther of J^i^ JEdward^ Lewis 
H«tiu fhq eWeft having married Margaret 
ri% to tbe,Pykepf,%^ at hjs death 

left; one^d^ughte^r ;. b^t (iccording to the efr 
tablilK^ quftom^^ Philip the fecond brother 
was proclaimed King. . This however was 
npt done wifhout the Dujce of Burgundy's 
jtnakiag great oppofition in behalf of his 
mepe^ which ihews cthat King Edward's 

pretenijipns 
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pretenfions were not unparalleled and ro- 
mantic. However Philip kept poflefiion 
of the throne; and the States,, by a folemn 
decree, excluded the young Princefs, and 
declared all females for ever incapable of fuc- 
ceeding to the qroWn of France. Philip 
died after i fhort reign, leaving three 
daughters ; and his brother Charles without 
diipute or eontcoverfy then fucceeded to the 
crown. The reign of Charles was aliafhort ; 
he left one daughter, and was fucceeded by 
Philip de Valois, coufin-german to the three 
laft Kings, being fon of Philip de Valois, bro- 
ther of Philip the Fair. This fucceffion, as it 
was not fo immediate as thofe had been for 
eleven generations back, gave King Exlward 
room to found his pretenfions in right of his 
mother. He afferted, that though Queen Ifa- 
bella.as a female could not mount the throne 
of her ahccftors, yet he himfelf, who inhe- 
rited through her, was liable to no fuch ob- 
jedion, and might claim by nearnefs of 
blood. The King of Navarre had un- 
doubtedly a prior right to the crown, as 
defended from the daughter of Lewis 
' ^ Hutin i 
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Hutiii; but if he thott to fuffer his claim 
*to lie dormant, fuch a p^recedent was hot 
iufficient to ^eter Edward frorti aflerting 
pretenfions which at that time appeared to 
him well founded, and which the fupine- 
nefs of any cpmpetitor could not invalidate 
Some allowance ought certainly to be made 
for the laiiguine expectations of a yoiirii- 
ful Monarch, naturally fond- from the.ten> 
;per of the times of extending his dommi- 
pns ; and much praiie is due to die fpirit 
with which he afterwards fupported them. 

Well founded ^s King Edward fuppofcd 
liis claims to be, he did not however think 
proper as yet to infift on them ; as it muft 
have inGunediately involved him, on very 
unequal terms, in a dangerous war with a 
powerful Potentate ; King Philip being a 
Prince mature in years and experience, axid 
firmly eftabliihed on his throne. He W4s 
even obliged to fubmit ib far as to go oyer 
to France, to do homage to that King for 
jhe province of Guienne, which be h4d 
• under 
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tinder him. The foxHtvkfc of (p rich « 

inheritanoe would otherwife, agitable tp 

jtha feudal law, h?tve b?efi the inunediate 

cDnfequence of his declining to perform the 

^uty of a. vaff&h E4ward therefore yiel4- 

.it^ to neeeflity vffiixt tiy Araieas, md pei;- 

£EH!med 1^ difagre^bjie ta& ; b^t fQund his 

-re&ntment againft his , competitor, as h6 

'dien efteemod. him, fo augiq^ited, that a 

few iijcident?, whi<:h fpon alter happened, 

rei^deKd it uogOMoriiaWei^ 

Robert d*Artois, defcended from the blood 
roy^l of France, was a maqt of great , cha- 
xa£ter and authority ; he had efpouled King 
-Philip's fifter, and by his birth,, talents, 
\&nd credit was. entitled to fill the higheft 
illations under his Soverelgp. This Prince 
h^ loft the CQunty of Artois, >vhich he 
claiqied as his birth*-right, by a feptence of 
Philip, the Fain: The d^teripiioatioH being 
generally deemed unjuft, he was feduced to 
attempt the reeoviery of his pofleflions, by 
m a^ fo unworthy of his rank and ch?u:a<^^r: 

4 , ae 
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as a forgery* The detedion of thit trtoM 
covered him widi fhame and confuiioa; hik 
lbrother4n-law not only tabandoned^ but 
perfecutdd him with violence ; add this iin« 
happy Prince Was obliged to fiiek refuge m 
England. He wa6 here £avt6urably received 
by King Edward, and loon admitted into 
his councils and confidence, £xcited by- 
revenge againft the French Monarch, and 
impelled l:)y rage and defpair^ he endeavoured 
to increafe the prepofleffions entertained by 
Edward in &vour of his dtle to the crown 
ofFiaiice^ 

The Engliih fong needed but few exct^ 
tations on this point ; his refoitment againft 
Philip had already taken deep root : it 
was' alio greatly augmented by ibme recetit 
complaints from Guienne, ' ahd the protets 
tion and afiiftance he aflbrded to Davi^ 
Bruce theeXiJed King of Scotland. He 
therefore formed! th^ refblutloii of fedkihfr 
redrefs ; and to this purpofe endeavoured to 
make alliances with fome of the neighbour* 

irig 
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ingftates. The Cotmt of Hainaulty whofe 
daughter Edward had married,, ^n became 
his fteady friend ; and by his intelreeifipn/ 
aided by large remittances ftoia England, 
the Duke of Brabant, the Archbifliep of 
Cologne, the Duke of Gueldres^ the Flem- 
ings, and feveral other powers were engaged 
to embrace the En^ilh' alHanoe. 

Edward's plan being now ripe for execu-? 
tion, in the beginning of j the year 1338, 
and the twelfth of his reign, he failed over 
into Flanders, attended by many of his No- 
bles, and a confiderable body of Englifli 
forces. . He now affuined die title of King 
of France * as a plea for this invafion 3 



^ Kiflg Edward now for the firft tiine qaartercd the 
arms of France with thofe of Enj^d. The infcripUoQ 
of the great feal was altered from Duke of Aquitaia tp 
King of France, the former beio^ abforbed in the lat'ter,' 
and it was on thisoccafion that he adopted the motto of 
•* DUu 6, men Droit" God and/ my right; alluding tof 
the defign of maintaioiog his title to the crown of thsii 
kingdom. 

Whilft 
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whUft the German and the odier Princes eo^ 
d^YC^red to £nd fome plaufible prete:st for 
jcdnixig in the league. Philip xnade necefr 
&r7 preparations to repiel this attack, and 
forn^ed pomiedion? more cordial and power- 
ful than thofe entered into by his antagonifl. 
The aUies of £dwai;d having no other obr 
je£t for their interference than his money, 
they were flow in their motions, and irre- 
fplute ill their meafures ; k was confe- 
quently late in the fiimmar before the King 
could, lead his forces into the field : he was 
even then obliged, in order to allure his 
Geripan auxiliaries into his meafures, to 
cjpnfent that the firft attack Ihould be made 
Qn Cambray, a city of the empire^ which 
had been garrifoned by Philip : but on a 
neaipr infpe£tion, judging the attempt to be 
inapra£licable, he conducted t^em toward^ 
the* frontiers of France. - 

Here he found by a fenfible proof the va- 
nity of his expe£btions and the little depen- 
dence there is to be placed in foreign mef- 

cenaries. 
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tcnarics. The Comit rfNamifre^ ah3 even 
the Count ctf Hainault his brother-in-law 
(for the old Count was lately dead) refuied 
to commence hoftilitles againd th^ir liege ' 
lord, and retired with all their troops^ 
King Edward however entered the enendy^s 
country, and Scamped near Caflel ^ with an 
army of fifty theuland meri^ cbmpofed 
thiefly of ^auxiliaries* Philip came within 
fight of him with an army nearly do\ible ta 
thiat of his opponent, and moft of dwfe his^ 
native fubjeifls. It was daily expefted tliat 
a battle would have enfued; but as the Eng- 
lifli Monarch was averfe to begin an en- 
gagement againft fo great an inequality, 
Philip thought it fufficient to elude the at- 
tacks of his invader without rtinning any 
imneceffary hardrd, Tlie two armifes faced 
i^ch other for feveral days ; m\itual dcfiaflce* 
were fent ; and King Edward at kft retired 
in good order into Flanders, where he dif* 
Juried his dimy/ Though theEnglifh Mo« 
tiatch was unCuoceisftil in this aa»ti^, yist 
he gave piools of great coumge and condu^ 

With 
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With half the foite of his adverlafy, ktiA 
thofe confifting of* mercenaries on whom he 
ivas affured he coiild place little depcndenc6^ 
he repeatedly defied his powerful cdmpeti* 
tor, and led back his troops without fiit 
taining any lofs; 

King Edward was a Prince of too nluch 
tpini to be difcouraged by the firft difficuU 
ties of an undertaking ; they otily animated 
him to endeavour to retrieve his honour by 
more fucoefsful enterprizes. Expenfive as 
this expedition had been, he was not de- 
terred by this confideration from profecut- 
ing his plan. He had'contra(f!ed a debt of 
hear three hundred thoufand pounds; had 
anticipated all his revenue j had pawned 
every thing of value which belonged either 
to himfelf or the Qtieen ; and was obliged 
to pledge himfelf to his mercenary allien, 
by d^liring permiffion to go over to Eng- 
land to procure a fupply, promifing on his 
word of honour to return in' perfon if he 

D did 
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p^ nof^ :r€;tiit them the- mcpiey': r yet la 
^thefe, e!i?>barr5ffed .Qrcuoiftjaiices. .he fuffered 
not hi^ /noble heart to be dejefted, Rely- 
mg7:em,hi^ fohjefts love, he returned ,home, 
and fxrpcured from his Pariiament grgat aids 
for the maintenance of the war. JH[e ob- 
tained from the Barons and Knights an un- 
.lafuaJj .^pnt for two jear$, of the tenth 
fheaf,: . ; ;fle^.pj?, . , £|nd : Iftmb . (the fubficli es of 
tbgt, j?ge). ,wd from. the. Burgeffes a tentli 
.<)f th^ifipoYeables at tl^eir true value. 

.. ? As Philip was appri^qd: from the . prepa:- 
nations, which were making both m Eng- 
land and the Low Countries the year fol- 
:lowing^ ttat hf nxuft expeft another iava- 
ilion, he .^fitted put a fleet: confifting of four 
hundred veffels,, manned with forty thou-^ 
.fapd.. rngf), and ftationed them off Sluife^. 
with , a . Tifiew of ii^tierqeptijig the Kuig of 
England < in hisr paflage. King Edward, 
notwithftanding he. had received intelligence 
of this intended oppolition, and was ftrongly 

diffuaded 
6 
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flifluaded by fome of his counfellors *, was^ 
hot to be deterred from his purpofe of fe-' 
turning to the Continent. Though his ar- 
mament was greatly inferiour to that of the 
French, confifting only of two hundred and 
forty fhips, yet depending on his own cou- 
tage, the valour of his forces, and the Ikill 
of his feameni he fet fail. By a manoeuvre 
he gained the wind of the enemy'; and in 
this pofition the Ehglifli had the fun, which 
then happened to Ihine with great power, 
on their backs; Advantages which operated 
greatly in their favour, Thefe, added td 
the King's great exaniple, and tha^ of his 



* The Biihbp of Chichefter, then Chaiicellor, cudci- 
VDured to divert the Kiftg from thisdeCgn, andftrenuoufly 
oppofed his embarkacion ; but "whea he foufid that hh 
admoQiiioDS Would not aVafl, h^ refign^d t^f feals, and 
haftily retired frotn couft. . King Edward imputing. his 
^armth to its right caufe, a real zeal for his intereft^ in- 
fiead of being ofiended at U, did not think it beneath 
hicn tp fend for the Biihop and re-inftate him* in his ofRce. 
A Convincing proof that Hiftorians hav^ juIWy celebrated 
-ftat Monarch for his mordertitidn and prudence. 

" V ^ gallant 
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gallant Nobles, animated the foldiers and 
fearnen to fuch a degree, that though the 
French, encouraged by their fuperior num- 
bers, maintained the combat with great 
fteadinefs for a confiderable time, yet they 
were at length obliged to yield. Great 
numbers, intimidated at the irrefiftible fury 
with which they were attacked by the men 
at arms, threw themfelves headlong into 
the fea. Two, hundred and thirty French 
Ihips were taken ; and thirty thoufand of 
their men, with two of their Admirals, 
killed or drowned. When the news of this 
defeat arrived at Paris, not one of King 
?hiKp's courtiers dared to deliver him the 
fatal intelligence, till his Jefter gave him a 
hint, by which he difcovered the lofs he 
h^d fuftained. The Buffoon came into the 
Yoyal prefence, and exclaimed feveral times 
with great warmth and vehemence, *' Cow- 
jirdly Englifhmen; daftardly Englifhmen; 
f;dnt-hearted Englifhmen." The King 
alking him the reafon why he gave them 
thefe opprobrious epithets, he replied, Be- 

cauib 
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caufe they had not tiie courage to leap into 
the lea like our brave Frenchmen. 

The King of England's authority among 
his allies was greatly ftrengthened by this 
fuccefs ; they confequently aflembled their 
forces with greater alacrity than they had 
done the laft campaign, and joined the Eng- 
li(h army in good fealon. Edward marched 
to the frontiers of France at the head of 
one hundred thoufand men, whilft the 
Flemings to the amount of fifty thoufand, 
under the command of Robert d'Artois, 
laid fiege to St. Omer's. The latter being 
chiefly compofed of artizans tmexperienced 
in war, were routed by a fally of the gar- 
rifbn ; and, notwithftanding the abilities of 
their leader, were thrown into fijch a pa- 
nick, that they were inftantly difperfed, and 
never after appeared in the field. 

King Edward at the fame time laid fiege 

to Tournay, then one of the confiderable 

cities in Flanders. Philip having been in- 

P 3 formed 
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formed of this defign, had fupplied it with 
fourteen thoufand of his beft troops, com- 
manded by the braveft of his Generals; 
Edward confequently . met with a vigorous 
refiftance. His own valour, which his ioU 
diers ftrove to emulate, could not avail ; 
every affault, though planned vyith the 
greateft' judgment, and executed with un- 
common perfeverance, proved unfuccefsful ; 
he therefore turned the iiege into a blockade, 
. in hopes that the great numbers of the gar- 
rifon arid inhabitants would oblige them to 
furrender through fanjine. After the block- 
ade had continued ten. weeks, the city was 
reduced to great diftrefs; and Philip ad- 
vanced at the head of a mighty arjny to its 
relief. But even now the fame caution 
with which that King had hitherto afted, 
continued to be the rule of his operations ; 
he ftill avoided coining to a decifive adion, 
and only fought for an opportunity to af- 
ford the garrifon fome fuccour. ' 

King 
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King Edward, irritated \vith the finall, 
progrefs he had made, and impelled by, his' 
natural valour, which could not brook fuch 
tardy . proceedings, fent Ph]lijp a defiance by 
a herald ; challenging him ,to decide t|ieir 
claims to the crown of France either by a 
(ingle combat, by an^a<^i9n between one 
hundred Knights ori.eich {ide, or by a ge- 
neral engage^nent,. . -To this ^the Prencfj 
Kinir replied, that ?s Edward had done ho- 
mage to him for the Ducky of Guienne, 
and had thereby^ acknowledged, his fuperi- 
ority, it by no means became him to fend a 
^e^ance to his ^ Sovereign.. ; l^y_^ this and 
ottier evafiye excuies -he declined tlie com- 
bat ; and both armies lay adjacent to each 
other, .expefting every day tliat a general 
a(9ti9n could not long be avoided. 

Whilft things continued in this fituation, 
Jane Countefs Powager of Hainault, mo- 
ther-in-law to Edward, and fifter to Philip, 
,interpofed, and endeayoured to reconcile the 
contehdirig Monarghs. Though this :Prin. 

D 4 fs 
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/qefs had taken the vows in a conyent, ^n<} 
had abandoned the world, (he left her re- 
(treat on fo interefting an occafion, and em- 
ployed all heir pious efforts to allay thofe 
aniryiofitie^ which had taken place between 
perfons fb nearly related to heir, and to each 
other. Her' hiiniane endeavours fo far fuc- 
ceeded, as to, bring the hoftile Kings to 
confent to a truce till" the Midfummer fol- 
lowing ; arid each difmiffing his forces, re- 
tired to their relpeftive dominions. 

During this interval of peace. King Ed- 
ward employed his. time in the regulation 
of the internal police' of his kingdom ; till 
another incident aroufed his warlike inclina^ 
tions, and excited anew that refentment 
againft the King of France which had not 
been totally eradicated, but only lay num- 
bering in his breaft. 

John, the third Duke of Brittany, find- 
ing himfelf fome years before his death gra- 
dually finking under the weight of age and 

infixmities. 
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infirmities, and having no iffue, was ip|i- 
,citous to prevent the diforders attendant on. 
a dilputed fucceffion. His younger brother 
the Count de Penthievre had left only. one., 
child, which was a daughter, and whom 
the Dyke deemed his heir. As his family 
had inherited the duchy by a female fuc-^ 
ceffion, he thought her title preferable to 
Jthat of the Count de Mountfort, who' be- 
ing his brother only by a fecond marriage, 
though the next male heir, was not the 
prefumptive fucceflbr to that principality. 
Propofing; therefore to beftow her on fome 
perfon who might be able to defend her 
rights, he cafl his eyes on Charles de Blois, 
nephew to the King of France, being the 
fon of Margaret de Valois, lifter of that 
Monarch. But as he loved his fubjefls, 
and was beloved by them, he determined 
iiot to take this important ftep without their 
approbation : he accordingly affembled the 
States of Brittany, and reprefenting.to them 
the advantages which would attend this 
alliaoce, found that they v^dllingly coa- 
1" ^ curred 
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ciirfed in his choice. The marriage was 
fbdn after concluded, and all his vaffals, 
among 'whom was the Count de Mountfort 
himfelf, Iwore fealty to Charles and his 
cojiifort as their future fovereign. Thus 
every danger of civil commotions feemed 
to be obviated,, as f^r as, human , prudence 
could find a remedy againft thern. 

' But on the death of this good Prince,^ 
the arnbition of the Count de Mountfort 
broke through aU thefe prudent regula- 
tions. Whilft Charles de Blois w'as folicit- 
ing at the court of France the inyeftiture 
of the duchy, Mountfort was aftive in 
gaining pofleflion of it, By force or in- 
trigue he rnade himfejf mafter of feveral 
ftrong fortrefles, aiid engaged many confi- 
derable Barpiis t9 acknowledge Jiis authority. 
Senfible that he could expecSit no favour from 
the King of France, he made a voyage to 
England on pretence of foliciting his claim 
to the Earldoni of Richmond, which had 
.devolved to him by his brother's death ; but 

his 
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his real inteptioa was to. procure 'afMaeice 
from King Edward. He accordingly pro* 
pofed an ajliance between that Prince and 
himlelf; offering at the fame time to do 
homage to him as King of France for the 
•rduchj of ^ Brittany • . The £ngliih Mo^ 
narch immediately few the advantages that 
would attend this .treaty,, and accepted the 
conditions, as they, correfportded fb well 
^ith his. favourrtc wifhes. ^ It was however 
neceflary to keep this union as yet a fecret;* 
N^nd Mountfort on his return ventured to ap- 
pear at Paris to defend his caufp : > but 
obferving the French King to be prejudiced 
againft him, he fuddenly made - his- ^(cape, 
<^nd hoftilities immediately commenced be^ 
'tween him and Charles deBlois^ ^^: . '1 ^ 

? Ift the couxfe of the war^ duriiig which 
King Edward had privately given 4iim afiift** 
ance, the Coynt de Mounttbrt: being be- 
(ieged in the. city of Nantz and inade pri- 
foner, he was Ihut up in the Towey^of the^ 
Louvre, . After his captivity, Jane. of Flan- 
ders 
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(Acts his Countcfs, the moft extraordinary 
woman of that age, fupported for a while ' 
the, fading honours of her family : at length 
finding her heroic efforts ineffeftual, fhe 
failed to England in hopes of obtaining fur- 
ther fuccpurs from King Edward. That 
Prince liftened tP her fupplications, and 
granted her a confiderablp reinforcement 
under Robert d'Artois. On their paffage 
they were met by the enemy's fleet, and an 
engagement enfued, in which the Countefs 
bebaygd with more; than, female intrepidity, 
charging her foes fword in hand, and ani- 
mating her own forces by her example, 
Whilft the vi<3:ory remained doubtful a ftorni 
arofe, sgtid the fleets being feparated, that of 
the Englifh arrived fafe in Brittany. 

For a fhort time fuccefs feemed to attend 
the arnas of the Countefs; but Robert <l*Ar- 
tois being flain, and Fortune, ever fickle, 
deferting her. King Edward found it ne- 
ceflary t^ undertake in perfon the fupport of 
that lady... The truce which had been con- 
cluded 
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eluded with France beinjg now expiied^ the! 
Englifli and French no longer appeared in 
the field as allies to the competitors for 
Brittany, but as principals in the war* 
King Edward having landed in France, 
with about twelve thoufand men, endea* 
voured to give a luftre to his arms by lay- 
ing fiege to three important cities at once ; 
but finding the number of his. troops une- 
qual to his great defigns, and that his ene- 
mies were well provided with all kinds of 
neceflaries, whilft he was obliged to draw 
all his fupplies from England, he willingly 
liftened to the mediation of two Cardinals, 
the Pope's LiCgates, who happened at that 
time to be in France, and agreed to another 
truce for three years. Notwithftanding his 
dangerous fituation, diftreffed for provifions, 
and fiirrounded by a fuperior enemy, he 
had the addrefs to procure for himfelf, and 
the perfon on whofe account he had under^ 
taken the expedition, very honourable 
terms. 

This 
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'.Ifhis truce h6^eVe^ was or no long coiP 

tiniiaiice ; real or pi^te^i<fed injuries ferved 

both, parties: a^ a pretext to put an end to it. 

King Edward apprehenfive, from die hoftile 

preparations openly made by his adverfary^ 

of a^Q attack on Guienne, fent the Earl of 

J^^by,' fon to the. Duke of LancSfter, and 

•under hknlhe Earls of Pembroke , Arundel^ 

and Oxford, iili to .France with a confidera- 

hh army for the prcteftion of that pro^ 

vince. ThisPrinoe could not confine hisr 

ardour to the fecurity of thefe domains alone, 

but iriade many fuccefsful inroads into the 

territories of his enemies. The Count de 

rifle, an experienced French -General, was? 

his opponent; yet the Earl with only a 

thoufand cavalry attacked his army unex- 

peftedly, and after taking the Count him- 

felf prifoner, obtained a complete victory. 

The Count with twelve thoufand men had 

laid fiege to Auberoche, and battered it 

with engines fo furioufty, that in fix days 

the fortifications were almoft demoliihed.- 

The Earl of Perby^ apprized of the diftrefs 

of 
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af the garrifbn>> fet out from Bourckaux by 
night with a party of three hundred lances, 
and about twice that number of archers: 
he had previoufly fent .orders to the Earl 
of Pembroke, who lay at Bergerac with three 
hundred men at arms ^nd four thoufand 
archers, to join him with thefe forces at Li- 
bourne. He reached this place himfelf be- 
fore morning, and waited all day for .Lord 
Pembroke's arrival, keeping his fmall army 
concealed fronji the enemy ; but finding that 
Nobleman did not overtake him, he marched 
on in the night, and by day-break arrived 
within two leagues of Auberpche. On 
this fpot he alfo remained till the following 
evening in hopes of the reinforcement ; 
when, defpairing of any affiftaace, he was 
perfuaded by the gallant Sir Walter Manny 
to beat up the French quarters while they 
fhould be at fupper. With this view they 
proceeded under covert of a wood, till they 
were clofe to one divifion of the enemy's 
camp ; they then rufhed in upon them with 
ib much' impetuofity^ that the Count de 

^ rific 
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Tllfe the Cfeneral, with the douirits j^eifi- 
gort and Valentinois, were taken in their 
tents before they had titoe to fecbVer froni 
therr fur^rii^e. Great numbers of dife 
French, unable to make any refiftance, 
tvere cut to pieces, and the reft betook 
themfelves to flight. But ^hilft havock 
and Gonfufion prevailed in this quarter, dife 
other part of the French army commanded 
by the Count de Cominges flew to their 
arms ; and being drawn up in order of bat- 
tle, advanced againil the Englifh with great 
intrepidity. The Earl of Derby, though 
he had not one-fourth of the number, de- 
termined to make a vigorous effort to com- 
plete the work he had fo happily begun ;' 
ind Colkrding his forces into a compaft ba- 
tallion charged the enemy with irrefiftible 
fury. The French, defirous of' revenging 
the death of theijf dbuntrymen, gave him a 
warm reception ; and a defperate engage^ 
ment enfuing, the vi'ftory remained for a 
long time doubtful, till the garrifon of Au- 
teroche hearing the truinpets found a charge 

Ok 



I is ) 

On both fiJes, and defcrying fome Englifh 
banners, tliough it was now twilight, faU 
lied forth in great numbers, and, falling on 
the rear of the French army decided the for- 
tune of the day. The enemy, unable to 
make any further refiftance, were inftantly 
routed with great flaughter; their lofs in 
both * anions amounting to {even thou- 
fand fl&in^ and twelve hundred prilbners, 
among wbom were ten Noblemen, and 
two hundred Knights and Gentlemen, 
The Earl of Pembroke arrived next morn- 
ji>g with the troops under his command, 
and was greatly vexed that he had not the 
happinefs to (hare in fb glorious an action, 
improving this advantage, he reduced in a 
rapid fucceffion the moft capital fortrefles of 
the adjacent provinces. But the French 
King having at length raifed a powerful 
army, andgivfen the command of it to his fon 
the Duke of Normandy, the EngHfli were 
unable to keep the field againft fo great a 
fuperiority : the Earl of Derby therefore 
could only a€t on the defenfive; and by 

E bravely 
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bravely defending the towns he had taken^ 
retard the progrefs of the French towards 
Guienne, for the redudipn of which great 
preparations had been naade. 

King Edward was no fooner infoitned 
by the Earl of this unexjpefted revolution, 
than, he prepared to haften in perfon to his 
relief; but being detained at Southampton 
a confiderable time by contrary winds, and 
defpairing of arriving in time to fave 
Guienne, . he was perfuaded by Geoffrey 
d'Harcourt, a Norman, to change the place 
of ills deftination. This Nobleman having 
difpleafed his mafter the King of France, 
to avoid his anger fled to England ; where 
he was received by King Edward as a va- 
luable acquifition. .Urged by the fame mo- 
tives as Robert d^Artois, he entered into 
the King's refentments, and advifed him to 
the beft methods of profecuting them. He 
pointed out to him, that an invafion by way 
pf Normandy promifed more certain fuc- 
cefs, than the intended expedition to 

Guienne ; 
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tSuienne; the nofthern provinces of thd. 
kingdom being left almoft defencelefs by the 
departure of thofe troops which had been 
drawn towards the fouth : that this part 
of the country being exceedingly plentiful^ 
would fupply his army with neceffaries; 
whilft the many rich cities with which it 
^ alfo abounded^ would afford plunder fufR- 
eient to i^epay the expences of the war* 
Thefe and many other reafbns which this 
Nobleman gave the King, induced him to 
alter his plan $ and he ordered his fleets 
which confifted of near a thoufand fail, to 
ileer for La Hogue in Normandy, where af- 
ter a Ihort paflage he fafely difembarked his 
army on the i ath of July 1*346* 

In this expedition my- hero the Prince of 
Wales, then only fixteen years old, firft 
entered on that ftage, whicL he ever after 
trod with fo much reputation to himfelf, 
and glory to the kingdom which gave him 
birth* From this period therefore fhall I 
begin thy account of jiim ; as nothing wor- 
E 2 ~ thy 



thy of notice can be fiippofed to Imvc hap- 
pened in the earlier part of his iife;' cmXy 
remarking, that from his very childhood 
he gave proofs of ftrenjgfh, courage, zed 
iblidity of judgment far : above \m^ year$. 
k is uncertain whether he acquired.; the 
name of Black Prince jfromf he colour of the 
armour he ufually woria, as ^fqnae Hiftorians 
aflert, or from that gloom which hifs;daHid- 
ful deeds in war fpread overithe whole king- 
dom of France, and induced thati people to 
give him the appellation :of Le Noi^r* The 
Prince, with feveral of itbe^ younjg Nobility, 
received the honour df Knighthood froHi 
his Royal Father on their Jandirig'? aftd 
every prudent difpofition ^beirig made by King 
Edward, the Englifh army immediately, 
marched towards Caen, a papulous and coni- 
mercial city. - ; , 

The King of France wfts thnown in|30 
the greateft perplexity .when he was in- 
formed of this unexpeft^d invufion ; he 
howrvcr iflued orders for r?iftng troops from 

all 
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^It quarters; 'mid in the mean time dl^ 
patched the Gour^ d'Eu, Conflable of 
FraiitGe, aiid the Count de Tankerville, to 
ftdp the progrefs of his adverfaiy. The in- 
habitants of' Caen repeiving this^ reinforco- 
ment, animated by their numbers, ven- 
tured againft the advice of the Conftable to 
meet the Englifh in the field; but their 
coutage failing them on the firft (hock, they 
fli-d with' precipitation, ' leaving the tvro 
Counts their Commanders to the mercy of 
the enemy; The vidors entered the city 
with the flying citizens, and a dreadful ma- 
facre enfued ; King Edward however put a 
ftop to it as fbon as it was poffiblci but per- 
mitted his men to b^in a plunder which 
lafted three days. The efFefits collefted 
pn this occafion were put on board the fliips 
pnd fent over to England, with three hunr 
dred of the richeft citizens, from whofe 

ranfom the captors cxpeded a fuoare profit. 

» 

The King marched next to Rouen, in 
hopes of treating that city in the fanie man- 

E 3 ner ; 
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ner ; bull he fcaind that Philip was arrite<l 
ther^ with a coafiderabJe Jforoe>, and tJM he 
had already, ordered the bridge to. be brpkcji 
down. ^ Di%ppiated ip this defign he .con- 
tinued his march along the ► banks of the 
Seine in., hi^..rou? to Paris^. wifhing tp g^t 
.poffeffiop of hi^ enemy's capital. In this 
fch^me he was alfo fr\iftiated by the f^n^ 
precautions ; for he found all the bridge? 
dqijioliflied.-.both on that river and on t)ip 
Sorpxnef, i . : • r^ " = 

Edward'^ fituation now became extremely 
hazardous f as- on the bppofite hanks of' the 
^iver an army, commanded by Lord Gondem^r 
.de Payeiattehded his motions, whilft Philip 
purfuedhiraatthehead of one hundred thidu^' 
iandi mfen. In this dilemma the King! efi- 
fered a « cottifiderable reward to any one th^t 
would gi'TO him intelligence of a f?ife p^ffag^ 
oyer the-rSptt^mey. A Pdak^nt, teippted.by 
the fum,: betrayed the intereft:of his coun?tiyi^> 
and informed hi^^a of a: ford below ^Abbmlk 
whiph mi|;ljf hp pafled-at il^wateii^.. • Tim. 

.*; : : : a indefati^b|e 
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indefatigable King haftened thither, but 
found Gondemar pofted on the oppofite ihore. 
He deliberated HQt a moment, but attended, 
by his braVe foti threw himfelf into the- 
fttieain, and being propedy fupported, drove. 

/hh oppofers from their ftation. His rear 
guard had-fcfire^Iy gained the ihore, when 

' !l^iilg i^hilip's anriy' arrived; they were' 
h^WSVPX .prevented from overtaking :lliem 
by; the return of the tide. Thus did the: 
English Monarch by his prudence, and cele- 
rity efcape a danger, which,: from his fitua- 
I^Q. and the fuperior. number of [his ene- 
i^ieSf. j^pp^e4 iuevifaW/?. As Philip, : by. 
th)i^ in<tideQt/ y/r^s obliged to take a confide- 
;(f^Jp (pircij^, it gaye Edward time to en-.r 
capip on the : field of ^ Creffy ; and to make 
1^. moft proper dilpofition of his army for 
^fireceirtiqa of fo forqfxidable an enemy*, 

iWhteni' Ring Edward had iffued out his 
orderly he ^ invited his principal Officers to 
aii-'^dntiertaiament in his tent; and during 
ythi^M^v^hql^ evening appeared fp cheerful and 
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ferehe, that a 6alm iritrepldky diffufed ith 
felf throijgh every breafl:, and made thettt 
rather exp^ thfe triiOtmng with iffipdtkfaC!^^ 
though fo greatly (Mlt-n\ambered> than be? 
hold it^ a|5proach With direaLd. - • 

ThcPjririce of Wd^s, hot y*t arrived at 
the -age' of manhood^ being: a« thbtim«?btjC 
fiicteen years and tw© months' old ^ fal^midflr 
the furroundiiig Nobles with thfe' fcdnnf^tC^ 
of a veteram In the pafiage over the ^iiiJ^ 
he 'hady • f^f the firft time, ftam6d-hi& iWo^d 
in bioedi; but' as thd c'dnt^ Wasrbf! a- IhiJtf 
dut-ation, he* had aiv opportunity xSnly" of 
iheWilig^ a fm^ll'ptirr'ttf'that &!rtn^tafd. 
valour ^ whifeh the next day inabfed ' bittt ' to 
perfon:& iheredible a6ts of heroifiWr, ' 

A9 .' foon as the morning db^VTKd the 
JCing and his fon arofe, and immediately 
procefeded- to the performance of their reli- 
gious dufies. Courage wafe not -a fuller 
pfFervefcence of kiiighthood thari piefy ; lior 
ppui4 it be mor^ genuine and fmcere than 
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in the beajft* of *h©ie tnriy heroic Princes* 
^The canfequtUt tfAfa<|uillity which fat i« 
thtit tountenano6s ihfpiced the whole army 
with conficfeice,' -aild made thdih obey the 
orders th^t wete iffu^d Out with the gfeateft 
cheerfultiefs and alacrity. His Majefly * not 
ddubtittg hut that a battle would Ibon enftie, 
then filrVeyed the ground^ and derived evety 
pofiible Jidyiintage frotn it. He drew hia 
forces Mp6n a gehtle afcent near the \dllage 
of Crefl^^, -and dirtded them into three bo- 
dies. The firft he gave the Command df to 
the Wihct of Wales j but left his Son's 
youth ;ajitdii!iekj>erience might render hira 
unequal to fo important 9 ftation, he ap- 
pdlatad .thfe^^'Earl of Warwifk find Lord 

* Tbou^ I have made ufe df the word Majeftjir an4 
other modern appellations throughout this work^ yet that 
title was not giveft to the Eitigs of Eogland till many year9 
jiftpr this pariod. The ftyk of Grace was firft given to 
them about the time of Henry the Fourth*; to Henry the 
Sixth fextellent Grace ; to Edward th6 Fourth High and 
: Wighty trihce J to Heftry the Seventh fotoctimes Grace, 
fometimes tligbnefs } to Henry the Eighth firft Higbnefs, 
then Majefty, and to all the Kings iincc Saaed or Moft 
Excellent Majefty, ' 

:^ John 
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John Chalidos to afSft and direft him» 
ihould their advice be neqeflary : the fecond 
divifion was led by the Earls qf Artindel 
and JsTorthampton : and the King himfelf 
took the d3minand of'the third ; which hie; 
di:ew pp at ibxixe diftance frogi the main 
bQdy)^ rlntending with this corps to fuc- 
CQ\i? the^ other batralions, or to fecure a 
retre^t^ 3^s hefhould-fee needful, : ^e li)(e* 
wifr:prudfen^ly-. threw up intreuchments on 
the flank ^his little army^ to defen4 it 
from, the fuperior numbers of the enemy ; 
and placed all his carriages and baggage iiv 
(he re^r^ ii^9^^^the{» witharTapiprt, 



•J5ii^ admirable /ijifpefition being : made, 
and the troops having taken their proper 
ftatioiis, he rode through the ranks,- p<>int* 
ing put to them the inevitable deftru6tion- 
that avTaited them, if they did -not exert ' 
their utmoft courage on this trying occa- 
fionc he reminded them of the fuccefs 
wbicfa had. hitherto attended their arms,? 
jiotwithft^diug^ they had been always . 
r-M greatljr 



1 
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greatly out-numbered by thqir foes ; and 
jjtjifur^ them J ^tb^t rfgnlarity wd prdec 
Wipuld Gompfeiiirte* fer the p)r$i(^jt dif^yaa- 
tfge in that r^iped: he .tb^n cinv^lud^d 
h^ ihor^ qrafioa; by telling *thexQ^« tb?t. all' 
Ji^ r^equired from them WM» that ihey 
wpuld imitafier his own extrnple and that.oC 
l]tf3 Squ^ who 3voyl4 P3ffftfc# wi^ them of 
cvf^ danger, ..The .iij$repidity \^hich' flail 
qpp^red in-bis Majefty'g face^, and the com^ 
pofure with- ,which he addre0ed thexn^ 
Vfai;med every heart, and. made his troops 
think the hour^ tedious till thq rapproach o£. 
their .foes ;gave them aii opportunity of 
proving by their anions,, what impreffion- 
bis harangue had made oci th^if. mindSf 
Aiftar a ihort refsJdi. ^hey ^144 tlien^felvef; cflt^ 
the grafs i|vi^h their armft hy, thfir fides«i 
a^d in this pqftuie awaited the apjproach qf; 
tljeir eneniiesj • :■ ^,_^; : j ./. - yj 

^Thf French army, whichrikad paflSbd the; 
n\ght at AbbeviUe about fotir Je^l^ues diftaiit^> 
b^g^ th^ir marcb ^t i^n^-riiQ ;in faafte and 

qonfufion, 
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jgOflfuiion, i Confident of {iKeefs^ and pre* 
fiiiriteg- oli their n\imbers, they appirehenddJ 
they ^wc iiKurdiing to certain vi^ofy ; they 
cW*(juently Woul4 fiibmit to rib rfegtiktioni 
but »ru(hcd on in* the greateft difordcri 
PhiHp'yd cfifpatdhed four Noblemen to 
difcxyrer • tfie f^ure - of the Englij[h ; by 
^m he ^a& irifdrmed of their excellent 
difpofltion^ aSftd' ^vifed to defer ^ving 
bitae till fcfee next day. The French King 
few die propriety of this advice; he was 
fenfibk that the difbirderly and fetigued con- 
dition of his tfoDps, tired with a long and 
impetuous march> rendered' them not a 
ihatch Sot thett oool and intrepid enemies ; 
he &erefbre ga^e hid commands for a ge- 
lieral halt* But the rafhnefs and impe-^ 
tudfity of the French nobility rendered it 
Impracticable to put theie orders in exe- 
cution. One diyifion preffing upon another, 
this immenfe body became ungovernable, 
and was hurried on without order, till they 
pame within fight of their adverfaries. A 
deadly palenefs diffufed itfelf over the coun- 

2 ten^npe 



[ 77 1 

teiaance df Philip, whea he firflr diicerned 
the. r^gnhfity and cpmpofure of the Engliih; 
a«d.he g»ve command to pnepare for battle 
with ymufix^ trc^atipn. 

. , He ^ivid^ hia army as wejl as the ge- 
neral . CQi>fufipi> would admit into three di«* 
vifioQg,. THe charge of the van he c»iia»-. 
mkitd to im bmther the Count d'Alen90Qt 
IQ Jdhp -of liUJ3emb>urgh King of Bohemia, 
tod to Chacles Marquis of Moravia, €on of 
the Botiecc^an King ; accompanied by many 
JJeble^ of diftii^ifhed jfaak,. The iirA 
Uue of &is body coniifled of £fteen thou* 
iaad O^no^y I armed with crofs-bows, and 
. Jed pn by Antonio Doria ^nd Garolo Giif 
inaldi- The Qm^t tlie King commanded 
}}i peri<>ii ; James King of Majorca, Prince 
Albert the Elector Palatine, and Otho Duke 
©f Au(|ria. iS^rYing under ; him. The rear 
5¥fi$. brought up by the Ead of Savoy* 

. It was ahoiit three o'clock in the aft«rr 
nim. hefpre thi« unwieWy body, amounting 

^.•/ :,••■. to 
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to iiptvatds of one hundred and tWehty* 
ihoufand men, more than four times the 
number of the Englifh, CQuld be ranged in 
order of battle. The Gendefe were the firft 
to begin the attack ; but whilft they were 
preparing for the chai'ge, a fmirt fhower of 
rain, with loud claps of thunder, for a 
while withheld the contention : the air 
however foon cleared, and the fun fhotie 
with redoubled power on the faces of the 
French^ The Geiloefe had imprudently 
neglefted to cover the firings of their bows 
during the fliower, fb that they were in a 
manner ufelefs ; and they difcharged their 
firft flight of arrows without doing any exe- 
cution. The ' Englifh archers^ who had 
not neglefted this precaution, in their turn 
i[)Oured upon them a fhower of well-aimed 
darts, which inflantly put the Genpefe into 
diforder; fo that no longer able to keep 
their ranks, they retreated in confufion" 'oii 
the French troops behind them. The 
Count d'Alen9on, finding hirhfelf thus in* 
commoded, and enraged at their cowardice; 

ordered 
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ordered his men to clear their way through 
them with their fwords ; arid at the feme 
time fpurred his horfe into the midft of 
them* This fiery Prince had offended 
thefc troops before the engagement, when 
they, alledged how unfit they were for 
battle, after a long wearifbme march loaded 
with armour : now, contrary to all policy, 
inftead of ftriving to rally them, he endea^ 
voured to drive them froin the field ; where 
they might at leaft haye been of fcrvice in 
receiving the firft flints of Engliih arrows. 
From this imprudent condud of the French 
General, the Genoefe were not only mi- 
ferably trodden under foot and put to the 
fword, but great numbers of his own troops 
being entangled with them, were expofed 
to the arrows of the Englifli archers, who 
took their aim at the Ipot where tljey per- 
ceived the tumult and confufipn was the 
greateft. 

At length however the Count, with the 
braveft of his men, having niade their 

way 
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xny durough the Voken Genoefe, attacked 
Vflth grsfit ftry the b^l^alion^ ajt the head 
of> which fttxxj the Prhjcc of Wale*. It 
was now ^t this young Prince for thb 
fifii .tiwe had an q>port]iinity ^f proving 
ih^ his /valour \ms geHiuiae, and diat his 
nerves were well ftrung. The Count was 
TQCtived with fo much fteadinefs and refo* 
lution* that the greateft part: of ihe forces 
\idaich jittcndcd him were cut to pieces; 
Itie Prince of Wales had no ibpner re* 
pulfed tbas body, than three fre^ fqua^ 
^pns^ compofed of the moft refolute French 
and German troops^ forced their way 
through the archers, and came pouring in 
ijpon him,, Thefe alfo he boldly /with- 
flood ; but die Earte of Warwick a»d Ox- 
ford, apprehenfive for a life whiph, from^ 
its budding glory, promifed to he (o great 
an ' ornament to his country, dispatched & 
meflenger to the King to inform hiq[i of his 
Son's danger, and to beg he would move to 
their aflUlance. 

■ - .• . ■ . • * '•'^■" ' ^'- '•'.■ 

King 
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King Bdwaid had taken his^ iktion at 
^ h^d of his corps de refprvv, which was . 
drawn up on the fuoimkof th^ hill^ from 
lwil<sii€ef he had a view of the field of battle. 
-He baid'obierved the French ftandaids drop 
apace, and was fiirqiing to himfeif pleaiitig 
herpes -of ' his Son's fbccei^ when the 
Knight came ta deiire aid ^ he therefore 
haitil^ enquired whether the Prmce was 
jdead^ wounded,, or felled to the ground: 
on his. receiving an anfwer in the negative, 
the King replied, '' Go back and tell the 
** Lords who fent you, that whilft my Son 
** is alive they will require my aid in vain; 
^^ for I am refolved that the renown of 
'^ this glorious day (hall belong to hun, 
** ^rid thofe brave Knights who fhare the 
*^ danger with him. Let him therefore 
" take pains to win his Ipuis, and to de- 
^^ &rve the hbnour oi Knighthood which I 
•' have fo lately conferred upon him*'* 

Before the return of the mdSenger tka 
Prince had behaved fo gallantly, and was 

F fo 



{o w*U ftfiwwM;by.]^s,j^rpopai tl^ the 
Ixjrds were forry they had .Uttaysd W)f. ap? 
prehenfipns : but no fboner was the anfwer 
(^ his M^jefty rpport^, than they. all fypmd 
tb^ir lj>inti^;exhilarated^ and with ;0Q^ mil^ 
fcbey detennined %9 fupport the exj»^tip;|t$ 
of thdr Kingy or die in.the^tentpt. .,^t^ 
forces which, had ^tacked, then^ ^%h ^Jp 
much impet«u}fity: iwre icoiid^i^ntly: jt^ 
pelled, and in a little, time brokei^. and 
defe^ed. . \ .: - - ,, - 

/This fuccefe encouraged the pjriacejf ,tvho 
hitherto -had afted on the defenfive, to pi^-^ 

Mrance; and. being, joined by thei divi^pn 

. under the Eaik of Arundel and North wj>- 
ton, the archejrs were ordei^ to fall; into 

< wbgs on ^aicib ii4e. . In this finti battalion 
they marched towards iriie French, who 

^-naet them with a gaUant refolution ; pleafed 
with the thought that their ) deaths Ai^uld 
not be &nt them at a liiftajti?^, but that ppjv 

.they m^t.hand to hand contend ^ the 
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^i?toty i yii here aMb diey f^iWd thettrfelrei 
iittecfilM to the tdfci / * ' 



x^ii^jpy jyjj^j.^1^ of Mbfjivia, fdh W thd 
^%g of "Bohemht, was the firft who renewed 
^e 'fxattrle*; but being wounded in ihtet 
^i^es, his ^andard beaten to the groundi 
^d his nlen daih in heaps around him/ he 
iwthc'diiicuky turned his horfe and rode 
^tft df the fieldi having caft away his armovir 
that he might not be known ^ 

>' 'ThVFrencJh Kif^ ill jperfon,' With Cotnt 

"feleO: troops,^ now ttiade the laff eflajr to 

i5tliii'4he fortune of the dftj i but with fiich 

*i^ 'ftta^efS^ that he 'was obliged to quit the 

field with' only fixty perfons in his com^ 

'fkny'i^ yet not before he had given con- 

'Vificii:^ proefs of his valour i he was 

-^^ in the Heck And thigh, and 

%a^ * bne hoiffe killed under him ; he was 

v<Jifmouhted alfo front a fecond, and bad un- 

'4bufeeedly been- (lain <ir takfen prilbner, if 

Ij0^4^ John of Hainault, his brother-in-laWt 

F z had 
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had not. k third time remounted him, in6 
then taking hold of his hdrfc's bridle^ 
almoft by force Compelled him to leave the 
battle. The royal standard of FfaiKd \Va^ 
beaten to the ground^ the flanddrd-beai^f 
being killed in. fight of the' King";^ and 
whilft both nations warnily Contended for 
it, a French Knight, difinotinted.froiil %t$ 
horfe, ripped it from its fhaft^ Mth .his 
iword, aiid wrapping it in ft>l<fe afaotit his 
body, rode out of the fold. Froiii ithh 
time the French made little or no c^pofi- 
tion ; ahd night ConiingoW, it g^p ajf^'^Jp- 
.j)ortuhity't6 mbreth^i half their ftrnsy^^ 
efcapcf: this th^y did In fuch fn^lil.rjjattiteg^ 
as plainly .ffiewed that their defeat wasadfc- 
cifive anfl complete/ ,. -. 

Th^> Prince' of Wales, ' unwiHingf to 
•hazard fo glbriciis a vi6:6ry by breaking: "bis 
ranks , ^ thought it not j^rud^nt ta jmrfiie 
theih : he x^ifely <:onfidered ' that the^num- 
Vbers Which had efcaped were ftill fupei^jbr^to 
his own forces; and that being augmeni?6d 

:^. -^ .■■- -• ,.-:■-■•■:. : . . hy 
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by.thaie troops which w^re marching from« 
different quarters with all expedition to join 
tbe. Fxeach army befqre the battle, they 
migiirt jrally and return to the charge. TI19 
J|ving his father approved of bis condud ia 
^Iji^SiXefpoflb, and ordered his army to pafs 
the night on: the field of battle, 

; It is almoft inc*edible with how little 

lofs 'this memoFable vidory was obtained: 

nei|iier -:the French or Englifh hiftorians 

lake notice of more.than three Knights and 

^ne -Squire killed in the battle* on the fide 

.fof *tb(5 EngUfb ; and it i^ evident, from the 

•Jiiftory of the baronage of England, that 

not . one of the Nobility fell that day, 

though moft of them, as appears from the 

fame . ;autbority , accompanied the King in 

-thi^^exjieditroii. On the part of (he French 

-^tiieir lofs 'Wa§ irreparable j. npt fo much 

itom t^ie-niHnber.jQf troops flaint though at 

i.tleaft thirty thpufand lay dead on the field 

' i&£:,:ba|l;le, a^ from the great flaughter of 

/Iheir prime Nobility ai>d Knights/ There 

F3 ^ fell 



fell that day, befides the Kings of Bohepoia 
^d Majorca, the Duk€^ of Lorrain flqphct» 
«o the French King, Humbert Bute x«f 
Vienne, and Lewis Eaii of Flanders^ ifl 
fovereig^i Princes. Chark? Count d'Akngort, 
King Pliilip's brother, the Counts^ de Btoii, 
Vaudemont, Harcourt, Aumibi St l^adi, 
and Sancerre, with many ojthers of the 
' French Nobility ; GrimaWi andDotta the 
Genoefe Commanders, and nine Gerni^n 
Noblemen of diftinftion |?el0nging to the 
King of Bohemia' s retinue^ \^re ilumberbd 
^mong the (kin. T^efe we*e ^coomp^mifed 
in their deaths 4>y txwnty^four Bano4^rets, 
twelve hundred Knights, fifteen hundred 
men at \arOT5, and four thouf^nd 'Squires 
on hprfel^ack. . • ' ' 

, The King qf Bohemia, who ihared in 
this cataftrophe, was the (on of Heiu-y of 
JUuxemburgh, late Emperor of Germariy ; 
lie wa? a Ibldier (jif " great reptitatipn ind 
experience, but alixioft blind through age, 
^4;the lof$ of oiie pf M^ 6^^ 

- , ' w^s. 
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warsi Hefofc the eng^eoieiiti being told 

tbe- pofitioa of the Englifh army, he faid, 

^iittary to the confident opiuiotl of the 

French, *'Thw I ibe they will either cou'r 

^^ qweac or die/' And when he foynd th^t 

;thfi fonncr part of his prediction was nearly 

, verified^ with an unparalleled fortitude he 

called about hin> the chief Conunanders 

df his forces, and thus addreffed them; 

♦^' Yoa have been my companions in many 

•^ a bloody field; and have eyer obeyed my 

^^^commanda with readinefsj receive there-? 

M fore with the, fame refpeft my laftinjunc* 

^^tioHri^ bring me forward that I naay deal 

^^* among theie Englifhmea one g|i3od flroke 

. ^f. of my fword, and I ihall die with fadi^ 

•• feftion." Without hefitating they agreed 

to obey him, though death Ihpuld be the 

,,rcfuH of ;t]hieir obedience: and that they 

\, might not by any extrenjity be feparated 
,frqm each other, they feftenqd their hories 

:>. bridkf tpgether J then , putting themfelvesf 
in J^e.firf^ %^^ c»f th^irjQ^n troops, they 

V ^P»ir^g?^^.%j fb^gpd *J??. l^.W; ! of • Wales ; 

.-;;:, • F4 but^ 
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but, unable to wi!:hf):aad,the ppwer of thst 

^^pun^ .hero and his valiant affiftant-?, ,tbey 

,were all^flain,, and the next day; found ,dfa^ 

^bout the body of their King, with their 

hprfes bridles tied together, Thi|s fell the 

-noble and warlike King of Bph?n)tUb 

leaving -.the honour of hi« death to a(^a 

l^he . blooming laurels pf , the young Pjinqs 

of Wales, . , His arms >vere three pftripix 

feathers, w«:h tliis, TOotto,- I^H DIEN, 

lignifying in the :Gern^|ii JangU;^^ •! 

^ SERVE; and hisi iiand;^d.;j^ingv.t5tkoo 

Jby the Princ^, he afterwards uied ih§ iame 

device, -^'diicb h^s ev^r^fince beqn borAft by 

. thePjriwe6 42if Wal^$ his fycgeflibrs, * 

i When night ha4 put; an f n4 tQ the iwir^. 

. like atchievement^ of that ey^r imetnoraWe 
day, the Prinq? of Wales hailefi^d t-Q the 
royal tent, and prefented himfelf befpreihis 

- Father with all. the humility of a truly 
heroic mind : King Edward, whofe heart 
was fufceptible of every delicate paffioin, at 
the fight of the viijlprious Prince fprung 

, forward, 



forward, and clafped him in Lis arma: a 
flood of tumultuous joy deprived him for 
k momeot of the |)ower of utterance ; and 
he flood enrapt, with , his eyes turne^ 
towards Heaven in gratitude for the pre- 
servation of fo valuabk .a life. At. length 
thefe unconne(5ted fentences broke fro^s 
vjiim, and ^oke in fbme degree the emotignlj 
of his heart ; " You. are indeed my Son-^ 
>< I glory in my boy^ — this day. have ypu 
^^' nobly acquitted yourfelf, and deferve the 
** Crown hv which we have fought — the 
•^ honour of the day be yours — ^perfevere 
** as you have begun, and be at once my 
*^ comfort and my pridc,^' Flattering as 
this encomium was fiom fo good a jxtdgs of 
merit, it did not infpire young Edward 
with the leaft degree of vanity or arrogance ; 
he bowed with a modeft air, and contented 
-himfelf with having contributed to his 
V Father's glory, and the honour of his 
!^CQuntryv ' ' 



In 
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c- In this >fcene onr hem tiearly equalled 
any ^ of the celebrated heroes of Greece at 
iBLocile* Akxander wept when he ^ifierfcd 
lihe tent' of Darhre ; and gained greater ho* 
mxam by this ebullition of fcumahity than 
^oin all his ' vidories : ' SHpio refhairiefd 
the tender erpotions of his heart, and de- 
livered* hack a Fair Captive to the arni3 ctE 
daer diftraCted HuAand, though at the ex- 
ffence of his happine&: and the Prince of 
-Walesv with 'equal magnanimity^ in atl die; 
^pridc^ of ;jrouth, yet wa^ with the blood 
of vanquifhed foes, and elated with fUocefi, 
humbly laid his laurels at his Father's feet, 
zvd with an unaffe£fed JBodefty difclaimed t|ie 
praifes pf furrouttding herqe?, • , ; , j 

The- modj^iatjon of King i^^ward alfc, 

.after this impartant viftwy), ^vsls equal to 

the conduift . he, had flieivn^ in^btainiiig :it : 

he commaaded that xione ^fliauld; in&lt ^the 

inhabitants,. . pri beaft of: thfcirfuccefss md 

by proclacpatioa be granted a truqe for.thfee 

^ i^^h that the rFretadb teloogirg;. to t|he 

;:; >. peighbouring 



Neighbouring towns ^ may be^ it fiber^ to. 
bairjr their *dead cptintrjpmfent The bodies 
iofrtt^pifccipril peifoiiages h© caufed to ifc 
iHitivejed: iiti ibkmn pomp to Moottreui}^ 
iirhere they- were depofited in the great 
lAbbey; the King himfelf and all his No- 
J^Hjlfy: attending their ftmefals. Ever ready 
Ito pay the i^e^id^ due to merits though in 
m enmiy^ he ordered all military 1)onou:BS 
tto he^ jp^dto l&e naemory of the old Ktqg 
i^ Bobenua, and &M his body to tbe Ma^* 
^nia bis fon^ who imerred it ^t Lttten|- 
.^jtgh^ 

f. ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . •■-.'':, 

I.'! Tfae morning after Ae battle, which was 

fought the a6th day of A«g6ft 1346, the 

- King lent out parties in purfuit of the fcat- 

' tieted phetny. A body of thefe undfer the 

potntpand ef -die Bsurls of Arundel, Nordi- 

«n;ipton, and' Suffolk, fell m with a oon- 

' iide^r^le ibroe commmded by the Archbifhop 

^'■pf B'pmi and the grand Prior of France ; 

V whoi tot^ving been informed ei tiie defeat 

' ^ ^ajr cioimtiyma^ wer0 marching to 



jpkijhp grand airmy 4 but they icon iharc4 
tlw?,fam^ .fete, both the Leaders witlj 9^9^ 
^ their coen being killed on the fpot. Th^ 
gte;a|d^ l^art alfo of thofe .whp bad fied 4iP«K9 
tb^ batdie of Crefly^ anaouftting nearly t^ 
jiie numbier flain in the ,f^t^ were , dftr . 
i9:ro^ed next day by raeaii^^ a ftr^a^i^s 
^e morning proving roifty, l^ii^g Ekb^a^^ 
mdcrei fonae of the ftandard? whkh hfA 
h^ taiken the day before to be placed on 
jsmynon^Sf ^vhi0h d^Qoycd ^mbqrs of che 
^itraggler^ who inxracdiately fcil yii^ns$ lIs;) 
their want of caution, . • i 

It is related by fi)me hi^rians^ 4;ba|C thQ 
Firench^ King- had determined to -nuike^ m 

..end of thf war at once by the totftl deftruc* 
tion.<>f th^ Eiigliih, and for that pyrpdfe 
had brought into:, the Jeld. the great. and 
halloaed bax^ner of France called Qriflambcj^ 
.believed in thpfe. fupei^ftitious.agj^s toihave 
come down fropi Hiesiyeii :. as this, had ne^rpr 
been ufed .before :but againft the. Iijfideis, 

., ^nd .was always confidered.^s ^,warr;tnt .for 

their 
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tkeir estlrp^ion^ on this occaiion alio it was 
i^pgoied* to gstuit tk^^ iame &nguinair|r 
lijceiicd* From this ciitnimftance &»jg 
£(iv^rard*^ oiders for giving' tK> quarters an 
isiSA to have^ arifen ; but k >a more prote^ 
tha^ t^rs %^tTt charge , proceeded froDoi th* 
^reat difpfoportioh between the nutdbers of 
the ^French and Engliih : had the l^ter 
jbeeo allowed to. brpak their ranHsy' aad tft 
jnake :pnibnGrs of thoie that fubOHttai^ it 
might Jbaye ib encumi^i^ theo).;^ ^.iXpV 
calioB their own d^e^; conie^ueOftjr Kial; 
JBdward ad^ iu;thi$ ^refpe£i; wi^:*j^ll. the 
•precaution of a wife G«ieral, -and .ifeereby 
avoided the barbarity of putting mm- |o. th? 
jfvard.ifj' ^<>? Wood, wlikh OBq ai| ^ lA^F- 
s^Sq^^p^ Henry the Fifths ,thoiight,. it pficf^ 
.6iy to; do. ijfter. the: b^tlc of Agincourt, 
7tbe prifoners he had/tak^a exceeding the 
»4iiimber of ihi^j, whole army,. , / . :. 

•^ IPIfe leing of -Frante ;retired (a5. faid be- 
\fo?e)«olit of the battle' bjr favour ;of the 
riiighty with, not abovie fixfy perforts in his 

' '■ ■ ' 3 company. 



tbimpiBfi 6ft «dy)m only !fi^ 
'l^UKs iligkly attenddt, this .tirihappy Mck 
Mrclt rahiaantty left' the Mdj ati^^roSd^ 
Hirilii great, fpeed till be eame^:o th6 C^le 
qF Broye^ about two leagues from Cre% 5^. 
pa: his denmiding entrance^ thi »Qoireriid# 
iflced wfto it wai that expeSediliai be let ill 
at^ fo unfeaibnable an hbur? the King fc-t 
^ied, *^ Open your gates qiiiddy, for rani 
lhe;fwtiine of France." His Majefty prc^ 
fcibiy liKHight, in that diftrcfling Aiomentj 
how felle z title Ms flatterers had graced 
liiin with, when they ufed to term him 
Lfe-bfen-fortune, the) Fortuilate. Adverfity 
cleat^ ihe .mental ray irom ieyery deljufiv* 
dtarpiy ind rteduces the moft hauj^ty^ mind 
to its ^roper;itendard; The Kifig was ifigtr 
taeffifetely admitted; b^t not thiiAiAg Wter 
felf rfecure fo mir his eaaoiu^s, after he had 
tafajn fome xefseihment he fet out for 
Amiens. Having now leifure to reflect oa 
the caufes of his ill fuCoeisi he blaimd 
feveral of his Knights, and was fo highly 
iftCtofed at the Lord Gondemar de Faye, for 

fo 
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3oaAn^^ that jaad lie bem betir^ k i^oukl koVib 
i^ ium hiihoid ; but Lord BeaumiMEit^ 4»i 
jybmvi^e King's difpleafuce^ tdith gttafc 
i^pst^u oblfecvcd^ that if his MzjeOty him&tf^ 
tidth a jniid^ fupmor arm^of choien trodps^. 
tra0 hot able to withftand the pui^lui«;;e itf 
^ King of England, how was it to bat 
rape£ted*tha:t Gondemar with his fmall forte 
iho^ld prevail againft him ^ This pertinent 
i3h&n^k)B : pacified the ^King* and Aved 
Gondenter fromiany « further caafurc^: ; ^0,7 
■lu,/: I. .. •;; t: V. ^ • 'V ■ -r/v - r* 

'^I J^rotti this tltoe, impreffed* With all thi 
MoVfiors^ of thair^^iniatictti, tiltf French ho^ 
isff^&iH the yoilng Pi$nc6 '^ti W^k^ * t» 
whol^ '"fldll ^d courage they) principally at^* 
m^ttd their di%race^ lie Noir^ ^e-^ack 
iNinci^r and-lb^f^ did this title bel 
t^fkrdi thit in a riecoird made in the earf|^ 
fart of th^vmgn of RkhjpdAthife'Secoad, hi 
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' ]Kiiig £dw^ uow marched i^ith h^ 
vi£tbHQ«& . ztmy iQimrds .CaJ^if^ .which ^ he 
Mtended to h^ikg^ : : he kJObew that this hso^ 
yoitant fortre/^ wats impregnftble, bjit j^emg. 
frfeq4 by the 1*Q '^fe^rwe eijg^mem,fjfo» 
any..i©t»fraf^tioD, ^ he deternunecl to rediiq? 
it by famine. J tQ. this purpofe he, chofc » 
^^V^ Aatio^ ^fijr hi^ camp, aivl drew iat 

•^enchments iJoimd.the whofe towij, 

'' - .• < ' ► ■ . 

. I . «. . > JL. .1 ' . , ' :*..,'" 

i._WlT[ilft he pftJtiently waited int.^isfitUr 
ation the furreod^x of tl?e ^rrifon, hp.jfen| 
tjhie Prince of Wales into England to iiaifej 
Supplies :,. this jTpun^.Prinijc^ Wa^ not qnljr. 
i^juajifi^ foir; ^g bardy. ^c^u^tess ^f /^ar,^ 
<bsut Jjis igpod ienle and pea(?$ratipn owbkid 
h>n^ eyeiJ-at^;tl^t§^ s»g§,: tft ijxinf m ^ 

4g^i]Rily arducvvrsjtrgnf^^ p^ipp^t 

Jl}s -ijiicommo%t,valour and, , amiable- aecopih. 
plifljmeQts^ irertiigfed bi|9 j^.belfty©d bjf ^|3jp 
•gliglifli, diat jtlj^ granted km.mth(ih^^ 
fulnefs the ' fupplies he,yequb:e.d,. and X^- 
jnitted with readinefs to his pradent regu- 
lations"^ 
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la^ons fi>r thtir'dcmdkic quiet duni^ ihe 
sibiieoce of his Father. 

*' Ac t^is period tKe EngUik name waa 
raHeS to a pitch ef eminence nerer knowQ 
t>efbre; befides the uaaampled- atchteve- 
ments of die Kiogan^ Prince, Quoett Phi- 
lip|)al mlling to fliew ^at ihe wiu not un« 
woithy her alliance with^ (q warlike a 
&n»l/^ endeavoured to rival theitt in noUe 
dee^» The Scots -taldng adrants^ df the 
I^iiig^^ aUcbce, had entered England at t^ 
head 0i fifty thguiand :men, and ciriied 
their ravages and deyalbtions to 'the ^te$ 
of Durham ; but the Queen aflembling 
an aimy of abobt twelve thoufand mtn^ 
which ihe entrufled to the command q£ 
Lord Pieicy^ marched to oppo(e them ; (he 
jbufid dsem encaxhped at Neville's Crofs 
near that dty^ add ijnnliediately g^ve orders 
tha Acy ihould be attacked. When the 
armiei' sntt dravrh up and riady foe the tn^ 
g^gemeut, thia heroic Lady rode through 
t\9f V9n}is^ e^thortii^ hor troops to do their 

G duty, 
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iidtttjr^ »<d. ta ftctve to ^aulatfe the iiobjie d^^s 
.pf thcit countrymen, at Crefljfi: .nDrcowld 
Lihe be perfeaded to leave the field till thjsy 
•jRpere oo-thep^int of *ngagiag. ( r Hecijitr^y 
* pidity ib animated the fingli(Ji,; ^^^ft^r 

enemies were wnabJIe ^p withfbnti their irji- 
i-petuous 'att?f:k§:; . %\w ; Wejfe . ^$;pnfequently 
ribpiLjrouted, .&a4 chgc^d of the ^eld-^vri^ 
hthe'dofsioi.tm thou^nd ci^n, , ;Neyjer.^d 

ihfiii Scots rieceiye a; njipfe f^t^ bl^Si.J^r 
.befides xbo numberjg.,.flain, apiQhg .iSrfapjn 
^ wefe maay ;of coofid^xahle r*^,, th^J^l^g 
i<)f Scotland himifilfiwaiStaJ5:en.jpd 
: «K^ -of" his fiaryivmg NohiJity ♦ - . - ■; v . ♦ 
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« The viftoMoufe Queen havCngj: Wrher-rf- 

•turi> to London f fecuted hdrroyil prifofifr 

' in the Towejr, : crofled ^ fea .^ ' jDovar, 

attended by her Son^ yrhohad now>execiSj^d 

the commiflion his Father jhad :entn«ft«d 

him with. She was received in the. Engjij(h 

camp before Calais iwith all the. trii^ij^ph 

due to her rank, her merit, and hw :f»fc- 

^efs. In thpfe ages gallantry was inter- 

• V woyeq 
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'gfeit^tuiceftoi^ j-'jind mauj' ^»ceei3ive days 
XWirel' '4e«^y' itbttwtriainents and .feafts, -^to 
-t^R!briatie» the gforjoUs - deeds 'of i this Royal 



-in; 



Xi^'iTkb feWtt^ df' Cal^s was ftiU defend^ 
'**i4^h'i«marHMe tbnftancy byth^ garrifon 
^to'^iili'abitantst and- ndtv^hftanding the 
^^egc'fisid cdntiniied to an iftitfual length, 
"m^ feeni6tf nb' probaHlity- of ^'King Ed- 
^WjfJki*^' wMidrawing his" ;tt'«)t>3. The 
'■^IJ^ench'King tfeierefoife' d^«toin^ at laft 
to attempt th«r teliief i he afccbrdingly dfiiw 
ti^t&er an immenfe surmy, amounting to 
-Heai' two hnndred thbufahd nien ; but found 
•l^'d^glKh M<!Aiarch fo furrcmnded by mo- 
r'l^^ and fkuir^ 'by entrmchments, that 
f^'IdS^ 'cSoneludedf it hnpoffible to force his 
^eiSfiitJi Hiilip ^v#i?8 therefore obliged to re- 
^to,'>^^ftd to lAKp&Ko hi^' «o6ps in their fe- 
^'^e^ ''prdyiniaes, • ' ^ ywthout completing his 

ni/'-f,- G t John 
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• Jfdbn^^C Vienne, Gavcrijor o€ Gd^$; 
how faw th« ncceffity <rf" fenen^ruig^ntH* 
foftrefs, which w^s reduced^ to tlw U^tx* 
tremity by famiqe and the &tlgw o£A»m^ 
habitants. He appeared upon the wails^ : ln4 
made a fignal to the Englifti centinajs, ^hat 
Jie" defirbd a conference. ^Sk .^Wait^r Msftny 
wras font to hirt by iK.iflg jB4wafd^ to wh<w 
jhe iGrovemof* thus ^d(i^&4 W^J^; 
<^ Brare Knigli^, the defence of ^Uf ftpwt 
♦* h^d been intrufted ^a we by poij Spv«i^ 
^* reign.; and you ar© witneflcs; wiri^t^yrh^t 
^* fidelity I iiave difcharged^thd ms&pju^fA 
^> in n!ue. It is ajmoft a year finoeAjowt t»T 
^^ fieged m^; during which time I 4i>*ie 
*f endeavoured to do p^y duty. • - A^ .w« ace 
** now perllhing with hunger, I am w^lliAg 
^* tp furrender, Oh cond^ii^i that th^i ijiv^s 
f* and liberties' of thofe ^ho h^ve^Jwawly 
^\ aifilfed 'n?e ar^' pafefervfA** . Sjir -Walter 
replied, ^* That as be waa -ipj^ll acquaiaCEd 
" with fhe King of iEfagUiid?a.intcia«fionp, 
** he could fiot give hi«t' any hpjpoj> idba^ 
^ " his re^uef! would |)Q |jrait«j : hpjgffured 
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^Knpi/sig^inik tb^ towniboiea of Calais fotf 
^5: then: obftiaate jrefiAance, through whlck 
Mr he had loft a great number of valyjible 
i^^^fu^tftst ^nd thj&refore he was determine^ 
^Vto.tid(&o ex»tq|>lar7 vengpance ov them; 
'M.inor would h$ receive the town unda: 
^^>afiy reibidiocts to hi& angpr.** " Cou- 
* iider/* retutticd Vicime,, «* that bra\^ 
i'^'itien raia entkkd to better treatmpnt. 
-^^Can jour JLing condemn m us that 
^^ fidelii^ mid courage ; which he would 
h^h^peSL firom his owa fubje£^? in the ikme 
"i^ ikuation ? Can; ib gallant a Prince as 
v,«* Edwaidwi& t^ treal; with feveritjr the 
l^>^ Cohabitants of Calais^ for af conduct 
^.<*:}yRhich in ^hp eyes of the unpiigudiced 
2^*i!irexitS' itnm^'tal honwr I far be it fropl 
yi**cini!n ; but i£ iis. determination is unal- 
'^i^cerablc, let him iknow that we. will not 
1 -^'pertik unrev^ged :* that fortitude which 
;c<^*ha$' hitherto fupported us through iq 
. ^> many difficulties, will enable us to defpife 
r**'4feath, or any punishment he is able to 
C?3 *« inflift : 



** ihffiSt :' we wifli not lioweVer fbr thele 
**^'extretpities,'' and recommend ourfelves/ 
"courteous Kriighf, to your'lntereefiibn in / 
« our behalf." : : liJ 

Sir Wdter,; ftruck with • the juftfcd d^ 

thefe fentiments, and' th^ noble mariner *iri' 

which 'they were delivcredf^ repfefeht6tf^to' 

the King, oW his return, the Ibfs that inuft'' 

unavoidably afife from driving foch detei^-"^ 

miaied' perfbns to desperation. ' • His ai^ii- ' 

merits prevailaJ^ and Edwar^d was at- I'aft^ 

fferfua'ded to ftiitigate the rigour of * hisf d^-'- 

ixlartds: he only inlifted, that fix oF'thiS^' 

m6ft confiderable citizens ^ Ihould be Tent to^ 

hkri, to be dYfpofed of as he thought ^prd^ 

per; that they Ihfruld cotrie ta^ His cani|i^ 

barefooted, and with tinct^Vered heads^ h«<<i 

ing ropes, about their necks^ 'and carrjiing^ 

the keys of the city, in thei^r hands: ■ onj 

thefe conditions he: promifed to (pare tlg^ 

lives of all the te^ ^ j: : . :. .: 2.w;<k 
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Tfa^s aetdj-miriatioft afforded . ?» ^f^^ , 
tunit^, for an exertion of the trucft.heroifro 
that ev«r graced, any age. or nation.- When,, 
the inhabitants of Cahis were informed of 
this rigorous exadion, their confternation 
X9^s inexpreffible : though etch had J)ravdy 
v^ptui;ed. his Hfe^ and borne ^1 the.ifecon-'. 
v^oi^ies of. hunger and fetigue when it. 
>;^s^..i;he , cormnqn lot, when fupported by . 
exanogley and .urged -by ttaiulatk», yett 
wif?i» copid be -fowid * iexv .fo truly pa-. 
fiE^o^csas. to fqar above their feliow-citi?cnis# . 
and to; facrifice. their lives fof the p?abUc, 
benefit.? A folenm fiknoe fp^ke for a few, 
moments the weaknefs of htt»»Mi natwe*. 
^ the foree of thatinBate principle tb^. 
lo^e of life. At length on« of the chief 
B^rghers, Euftace de St. Pierre, w^of© 
ij^Oie the Hiftarian ha&xecordcd, and whofe. 
, public fpirit Faroe will perpetuate to lateft: 
ag9s, ftepped foyth^ and. declared .himfelf 
willing to encounter deafh .for Ab »fajfcty of 
his compatiions. The facred flame in an 
kiftfnt fpread from breaft to breaft^ and the 
G4 number 



numltef »«iuired vQluntajr^jr , ^ti^ t^PT ; 
ielves. No fooner were the victims &le^^ 
and prepared for the £tcrifice,. than thejr 
were kd to the EngUfh Monarch's tent^ 

HeooUe^ion of the .mauj braye > iQniyi^sf 

he had loft from the dangers of the foa,^ 9^^^ 

the ciuaige pf ieafims to, which, thej hfu;| 

been ^poied during h long a fiege, r^^f;; 

dered £diward*s heart iixfeniible to tl;»e vokd 

of }i^«ini^9 s^d he ordered them to>b^ 

led away to. Immediate exepption^ . In . vsuii 

din the Prince of Wales,, in whofe bresuft 

niercy fet enthroned with .vadour^ ^^t 

treat his Father, to fpare his emaciated fd^ 

fbners^ whole ^prpwefs ..was no longei; to b» 

dreadedy and whoTe virtues .deferved {^ 

gentler fate. Edward continued inexorabl*^' 

- aiid put a Aop to.his SonV folicitation* bj; 

reminding him, that in the determinations of 

a Monarch, wjien a public . exampte ^ is ; «5H 

guircdi Mercy puft fi>mQtimes give, place? 

to Juftice. The. Prince reluiftaniBly yiplded 

to his. Father's d«cifv)ny and drew ^back, m 

filence^ 



CI 1^5- ]^ 
(iKhti^ Wiiiifl?t!te¥ekr of i^^^ 

Th^^King flow fepeaied bb nod c^T con^ 
dbmnatioh, ^d fhe OiReet^ were on the* 
j^iii^ 6f leatd^Tig tfte Virtuous fufierers to a' 
^ftclufioii of liieir woes, when the Q^gcen^ 
wfeb had hitherto lat In breathtefs expec- 
tsrekin, i^ew het&lf mi. bei^ knees belbre 
hfS-M^fty: with a Mtoriie**s foridhefo (he 
l^fhed no yield thfe nierit of their pwfer-- 
^t^tibn'to her Son; and had only aided hia 
^itibri by diffufing a fupplicating tender^ 
nc^s ovet her lovely counteniance ; but no 
foster did flie* perceive that* Kis intreatle* 
W^re-tinavailing, thiin ih an infant fhe was 
j^roftrite before her Hu(band/ bcfeechin^ 
hifn, in the ihbft pathetic termsV to mo-' 
derate his ' rigorous fentenee : *« It is the 
*»firft fequeft I have made to my Lord/*'^ 
fh6 cried, *^* lince I braved the dangers of 
f* .war fot his glory, and the perils of the 
*• fea to'flww him my duty ind love : let 
«♦ nae? not therdbre be; dfcnied;^ Edwardi^ 
, ;»i unable 



tiaabi?f to. ifj^tfeftancj Ae: if^if: fdds^t^^: 
raMed her ten4^rly from the gro^p4» ^94^^ 
configned his prifoners to h^r difpofah A 
iXHwgaw !of . apj^lafjie, wha^t eyeaj fhe(pref .. 
foj^^e ,Qf J^pjpalfy cijuiii i>fit r:r^raij0& t¥*<^ff .. 
from the forrovinding Pgersy Jkfifd praclakpi^; 
the triumpl^ of i:fcimaiiity# > ^ ^ii.. .ii*: . 

Thfe Englifli^atipivihas.beai evfer feeao^^ 
for exercifioga geneywisr pity tawardis ti>.eir , 
vanquifhed enemies, whenever felf-prefer-. 
Vjfttipji did i>ot fi^rbid-, JB/Vgn the, p^^fc 
iaflexibilky oC iting .• Edward was ii^ loBt^h 
degree ) warr^ted -by ithe , obftmacy . ef j l^:- 
op]>0nent$ : happy hoijyeyer : was it fqr hiipr^r 
that he fuSerefi hisrUatural tead^rnefs, to Ji)^ 
aroufed Igr tfo?:iintrQatie^. {)f ;,his ^^^ ofi* 
thk, a^. of fever^y would' have blall^d . hi^> 
fame, and have weighed. down in;thei^aJ^. 
of juftice every heroic deed he could hav^ 
placed againft it^ i ' 

. The;Queea*s-jbtimaf^ mUricreAm iwhcs^ 

lulf'^of the:dpferYWig /citizens'. did»j»ot QiiA 

* :r . herej 



t^f to trbkb in a ^flibrt titiae' fhe rkiba*; 
attteaded by the^Pi-inGe of 'Wales ; there flie*^ 
caufid^ r^i^ft^ t6^ be fet before heir fafeilhad-^ 
gdJ^W^ miii presenting them with lAonejfi 
a^ <il<^^i5, difmifled them in fefety. In' 
return for this generous ccwadu^ Ihe received! 
the grateful offerings o£ their hearts, and'^ 
t^'^pplatife of admiring natibils, the mbft 
plfeafihg tribute to a truly noble mind. • 

:tif tttiWediately aftar King Edwatd had fdkto 
pafieiffion of 'Calais, the Ptiride rf Walesf^ 
pt^fetrked with aft rong detachfiiertt of the? ^ 
arftiytjpwards of thirty leagues into- tb^ 
Miigdom of* France ; ind haVing ^' raviaged ' 
thi o6tltittry round about unfoppoled, he re- 
tired again to his Father Iriaden witH 

bo6ty/'^^ ' :-•■>* ' - ' '■ • •• -■• ^ 

7 V: r, ■.- • '' '. '' • - . */ J . ' ■ , 'r ■ 

Whilft the King remained at Calais, a; 

league was concluded, through the inter- 

ceffion of -the PopeVii^ates', isetween jflfe 

acmtdsding national wbkh ^xumtinued i^^ 

. : ? yarioug 



ibda-a^ thh wad i^tldd^ bd iietimied \«)& 

his family to^gland; btlt xneiftingivniriii 

a dreadiful tempeft, in which fevcral (£1^ 

fbips that eicorted him were l$ikr he^e^f^ 

not help remarking, that in his paf&ge to 

^Trance the Wmd and ieas alwa)r$ b^ieided 

him ; whereat on his retam he m«t^ wftht 

^veffe ftormd and deftrut^ive- UScxp^i^ 

^This oWb^vatioh probably ^hsri&ed -hb 

hopes of fcaxst time or other being abfe^tb 

get pofCeffian^f fliat kingdom to wbi^h ^ 

i^iftcb fi> i^ca^y w^ftdd him; ;u) ev6nt 

^wbttch fecini tt> have been liis faVottike 

^Wxy is fome iuthdrs tell na, that 4^ 

fefofed to accept d i3ie dignity of Empelw 

of Germany, which happening abol»)r td^t 

time to be vac^t, he was folicited by the 

EledQrs to recme; thai it^ might not impede 

^ his defigns cki Frai«:e. I 

'jK&nttdi suod his vaiknt: "Scii With the 
'- fis^deft acckiitatioQ!S i- and > t^j entered tiie. 

V /::;■:,. -a city 
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cky of iiOQcba m triuipph. Tiie<^oto 
oi&tf&aaA ia tliie hotiour «£/ the dayij iJiaT 
fjmr her ifvOoit?; oyer tbe SibotSi or Whiij^ 
nluitt ii&teiiporitsoi} ia hv^vx «f ;tbe atUKo^ 
id&Cftlaifi &rgbttea, ., ll 

01- ; • ; :•...' " • ■ ■., 

^A»)iies» who oottld not,, noa^ inadttit, 
4tialR gw&t .MghltQ j^ fm4.loiHnaf9«siti, 
(iJje .fsMmss of , th« ag^ : the Fri«<»: of 
. W^dios^ > iwhp was held itai higli idpQft,% 
ihb f^CNTth and valour, diftivgyiihed bimiibif 
jtJAvth« ^!e«ifctft of th«& Inug^tly.i^^octi; 
tmt J^ was iK>c iong h(sfore h& was, <^9l|oi 
jigajb cp adian jby the. French, who were 
\<m.the point jQf lO^iaaang^pdie^cKk of Cains 

b ..On the fimmder of: diat. towm King 

jBdward gave th^ governneieQt- of it to |^ 

Emeric de Pavia, an Italian, who had di(^ 

:o0vefdd great' btayery andrp^i^^'bi the 

•Mlifara^ 'but<'i«4)0r' was devoid ;<^ €»ei(y- f^n^ 

. ,^{4e «f' bo«<wr. apd. fi4||i^r. The l-<|rd 

vjI.> Geoffrey 
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f*fench forces^ oh the ffontiefs,^ foiand knftiAs 
W cctfrtiftt: this Governor ;*-4!id ^i^edl \Mkh 
him' to deliwr up the towii -for Mh«fe^ 
thoufand crowns of gold. This was be- 
trayed to Edward by one of the Secretaries 
rbf ^irEnierlc,' Who retained hfis ilfe^in^., 
tinie King feoh' after fmnnitoftfcd'ihe Itafi^ 
id^ L&ad6fi' oii^hei^prettotes ;''and hev j^^ 
'ing' it impoffible: tii3t a tltafon ti^nla^tecT Hb 
•ffkiv^tely: flioiiidbe' ^i&oNi^ered^ ' ob^)^©^ tffe 
'-'fuktttobris • S^kritb ! gWat ^Teadlnefs ^ biit . ^HA 
n*te his iiitp^ix^ wheh he fouiid^ his Kdyil 
^Mkfter acquainted with hi^ guilt I ^Hl^^S- 
Ktk ^King however ^einjg the' ufe^ ii^idh 
.might be madle<^of thi§ difcovery, ;a^ tKfe 
terms of the Agreement weire.itottyet ekfe- 
cuted, affured the Governor of his fprgivei 
;nef$V pn condition that hd Would' tUrii 'the 
perfidious contradt to the deftriidioh of 'tils 
efte^ics. Sir.Enifric, gl^d'toi have efcapi^i 
the punijihrxieot' due to hi$ Uifloyalty, pto- 
mifed his Maftfer that he wouW enter %f^^ 
^ea^iijefs irtt0 his \fchernie,- aiid p'urfcd S^ifii 
^ r punftyality 
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^iX.tiptjyfi^, Jford.(^%)r and the.poijfefnof 

dft«fi#^^y4;f^ H9»cf«:R<3y ^ ^^»: #9 
^^1%»?te% Ms:C^r;%5|s at ^aiferij^^ 

J|f:,^t,,|j^ar him^bf ft^ jwirpofe, .and Vjrj^e^ 

.]j(;ji? jdpaA.^Jo/^ famuc(j!;.di^at<;h and ik^pfy.» ■ 
tls^ pi^y^^j.f^. of,.|)|^ ^incipal Qfl|p6r? 
kiie.;jv tKat;,he.:wgs.himfe^f.arm^ Having 
,^j^Q|^djOf Jt^is pign in di^eji;^nt parts of the 

|h«,90R3mfn^d.pf th^ enterpri-^ e,; telling Jiini, 
^ha^ h^ would rgrace Ijim with the honour of 
^^islbpt^i jl)ifla](j?lf 3n4 fhe.Priajje of, Wales 
|)^t5ifid^ jto j^ght uadet his Jl^ani^er, , ,, 

.n:':::^Ki..-r The 



The'.LonI Oeoffi^y Chanu havwf^.faf' 
-u&Kd Mtakif with a ddm body of tnwps 
^flfiproa^d QtUii about midnight:, .he .ijsif- 
mediately djrew up his mm .near, j^ WfUsp 
and fent two 'Squires to the gate appointed, 
tolciiow if SirEmeSsW ready: finding 
^the Was ^ere, exp(!€king the* completidn 
0^ their ttgrftemient,' Lord Ckarbt di^cW 
Mlve Knight tvltfi two huaditditttn to 
ia^epb£^on of tke^aftie» attd^t-^ htm 
timfc tb deliver iJifegcAd-^o ^ G«renio(r;i 
i)ut tibey iad fcarbely entered the' g8te», 
when they >^ere forrbuAded aad made pri* 
fppej;s. ' Sir Walter and l»s iiMiees, imen^ 
^hbm. were ' the« King fdni the Prince o^ 
Wales, difguifed iA plain ^naioopt, pd^f- 
ruihed out witfe ihtxat$ of vi&ory. ' Ifhe 
FfeQch, finding themifeives betrajred; 'were 
at 0ft in fome confaCioni but they fii> 
flantly recovered from their a^bntfhment, 
and a lierge ^dblqody eng^einent enio^v 

As the morning brol^ethe lUxng reimrldBd 
p. French S^ght, named ^ii' Euftac^ da 

Ribemon?, 



*l^eilM)nt, v^b* dkeked himfeljf with fiil- 

^gular vigoiii^' and' bravery : ksno man more 

-rffaiired valour, ^ or 'poffelFed a greater {hare 

.of" if thah'himfelf, he Was inflamed witK 

-idefire of farykig a fingle combat with hun; 

lie-^^thterefore ftepped forth from the bat- 

t^ySn ill which he fought, and challenging 

htm^ imme^^-^forrhe was known to hini) 

btgm% iihjBiVp' encoonter: the conteft was 

iaag: and obftinajte, and the Engliili Mo- 

sarcb 'feiihd in the French Knight a com- 

l^attnt worthy his' puaffaiit arm. Twice 

was^ he-'beatei^ ta tbd< ground, and eadi time 

iffAsmitiy, tjecoyeiieg himfelf ^ like Ant^us, 

h^ pUvS^difitk his-fiae witH redoubled vigour V 

l^.^ir j^^boc, fiiuiipg himielf almoil left 

,^wp5ife, ctted out, '♦ Brwe Knight, I yield 

%^/ycm: fuperifit ptiJwefs ; nor blufh ta 

*l;Jife overcome by ftrotigth like yours.'^ 

l|]p^ then gave up. his iword to his unknown 

an(3g£HP&> aiid; i]«came his ^riibner. ' 

Sf^y:^^ Itoifif" thee d*£bdt ^was general, and 
oCihguwhofc Ejo^nch. at-my Jew eftaped- either 

*:: - H death 
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death or captivity; The Prince of Wales 
fell not (hort of his Royal Father ia the 
valorous Cranfadions of that day. Lord 
Geoffrey Charni beii^ previoufly wounded, 
was taken prifoner with feveral other No- 
blemen* 

After this viAoty, which was happily 
completed on the firft of January 1 549, by 
ten in the morning. King Edward returaeci 
with his prifoners to Calais, where he 
treated them with the greateft courfefy, an^ 
invited them to a magnificent entertain- 
ment. . On tlie refumption of his ftate the 
French firii kiiew that his Majefty had .been 
perfonally in this e;scploit ; and Sir Euftace 
de Ribemont dilcovered, with pleafure, to 
what a noble autagonift he had delivered up 
his fword. 

When the banquet was prepared, the 
King fat at a table by himfelf, the Prince 
his Son, with the Lords and Knights of 
England, attending at the firft courle; but 

at 



at the fecon^ they all fat down dt tables placed, 
oh each fide of the hall : the French Knights 
were feated at one long table in the middle oif 
it ; and the viands being removed, the King 
arofe and entered gracioufly into converfation ^ 
with themi 

As-, he approached Lofd GeofFr'ey 
Cha-rni, he looked at him for a moment 
with fome difpleafure; but that magnani- 
mity for which his Majefty was famed fbou 
refumed its empire in his heart, and he ad- 
drelfed him with complacence and fami- 
liarity. Lord Geoffrey, though fenfibk of 
the King*s cdndeiceiifion, was unable from 
his v^ounds^ and a cphfcloufnefs of his in^- 
tended treachery, to return any anfwer. 

iit then moved towards Sir Euftace de 
Ribembnt, and with a friendly countenance 
thus fpoke his approbation of^ the noble 
ftand' h6 had rfiade againft him in the field ? 
*VOf all men living. Sir Euftace, you are 
** the Knight whom I have found moft. 
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as well in offending your enemies^ as in 
defending yourfelf ; and I never, in my 
life, met with that man that gave me fb 
** much ado, body to body, as you have 
'* done this day : wherefore 1 adjudge the 
" prize of Knighthood unto you, by right 
" fentence, above all the Knights of my 
'* court *•** He then took off a chaplet 
of pearls from his head, and prefentihg it 
to his prifoner, thus continued to addreft 
him : ''I give you. Sir E'uftace, thik 
*' chaplet, for the beft doer in arms at this 
** laft battle of eitlier party, whether French 
/* or Englifli ; and I defire you to wear it 
" this year at feftivals for my fake. ' -You 



** I have given my Readers this fpeech iQ the language 
of the times, as it will convey t6 them fome idea of the 
rough and unlettered manners of that age. Theintrcpi|l 
ami generous- deeds of thofe . unpolifhed Sons of War 
wanted not the aid of rhetoric tp point out their merft, 
of to blazon them to the world/ Even th« latigqage ,<rf' 
Lpye was then fimple and unadorned ;i it Was the las- 
guageof the heart, nor needed any fclliteious explana- 
tions to enifure belief, or to render it |icHUhre« -' 



« 
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f^ are a perfonable Gentleman, young and 
\^ amorous and well accepted among the 
*' Ladies; wherefore if you will wear it in 
" all public balls, and declare unto them^ 
" that , the King of England gave this as 
** a teftimony of your valour, I will now 
*^* releafe you, quitting yoti wholly of your 
*' rknfbm*^* Sir Euftace exprefled his gra- 
titude for this honourable acknowledgment ; 
and not pply wore the chaplet whilft he 
liv;ed^ but in memory of this royal gift 
from &> renowned a Prince, his family ever 
jiter bore for their arms three chaplets gar- 
niftied with pearls. 

,,,TJt^is, treachery of the French, attempted 
3v(rhilft yet the truce exifted, juftly re- 
bounded on their own heads. But the 
gjiijg, jpjf JF'xance was fo enraged at the dif- 
*app0H|tmeiit,5:^^that, having betrayed Sir 
jEfiierie de Pavia into his hands, he put him 
to death with every mark of infamy: he 
H 3 was 
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was firft degraded of Knighthood * ; then 
branded wilh a hot iron ; his tongue cut out 
as a punifhment for his perfidy ; and after 
being hanged, he was beheaded and quar-- 
tered as a traitor. The English Monarch 
fought not to revenge either this frefli 
breach of the truce, or his fubjeft's death j 
only fronq^ the day that he refcued Calais he 
gave the pommand of it to Lord Jolix) Beau-s^ 
champ. So certain is it that the perfidious; 
never regain the confidence flf thofe jbey 
have betrayed* 

About this time King Edward, whpfe 
jnuad was alvvays intent on th? ,at;tainmaat 
of honour, inftituted the order of the Garter, 
jti imitation of fpme orders of a like na-« 
ture which had been eftabUihed in diflereat 



* When a ^night is to fufifcr death for ^ny crimip, he 
is ^rft degrade^, by having his military girdle UQ^t, 
his fword taken away, his fpurs hewn from his heels 
with a hatchet, his gaqatl^t plucked off, and his coat of 
gf 11^8 -r ever f§\;!, 
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kingdoms : thefe were o£ two forts, reli- 
gious or military ; tHe principd among 
the former were Ae Knights of the Holy 
Sepxilchre, the Knights Holpitallers, the 
Kni^ts Templars^ and- the Teutonick 
Knights ; orders inftituted about the twelfth 
centiiry, during Ae time of the holy wars (as 
they were termed) and . foon after the city 
of Jerufalem was, retaken from the Saracens 
by the Chriftians. Thefe Knights at firft 
were enjoined to guard*the Holy Sepulchre, 
to protcft and accommodate Pilgrims, to 
redeem Chriftian Captives, and various other 
duties which a refidence on the fpot required. 
But 00 the lofs of the Holy Land, they 
retired to the rcfpeftive countries from whence 
they had peregrinated, where they preferved 
tfaeir original institutions for fbme ages. 

Among all the military orders inftituted 
throughout Europe, of which there were 
naany different denoniinations, the Knights 
of the Round Table, founded by Arthur,, 
King ofi Britain, may for antiquity chal- 
H 4 ^ . lenge 



lenge the firft place. This. Prince wa» 
crowned in the year 5^6, when he was 
only fifteen years of age ; and thqugh many 
fabulous ftories are added .to his hiftoiry, hi^ 
name is deferyedjy celebrated ^mon,g the 
heroes which have graced tlii^ iflaad : he 
long propped ijp the declinii;ig hqnour -of 
his country, and by his great exapople r?? 
pewed the exhaufted courage of his fvibjeds* 
His renown for warlike atchievements. wa$ 
fo extenfive, that many worthy Cav^ei;6 
can)e from every country to his court, bojl^ 
to improve ^hemfelves ia chivalry, as beiag 
the feminary of military difcipline, and t9 
acquire applapfe by tlje proofg tljey .g^ve (rf 
|:heir valour, ' .. . : 

Tjii? fuxnlflbed h^tn with an opportunity 
pf felefting from thefe ft rangers and his 
pwn fubjedls, t\yenty-four pf the moft.va- 
Jiant Knights, whom he united in the bonds 
pf feilowfhip by fpn>e regulatipn^ which 
Jiaye not vyithftood the ravage^' of time ai^i 
Ignqrance. The oply part of the infti- 
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tutton >^hich we are acquainteiJ with is, that 
to 'iavoid all' difpite about precedency, lie 
0&«fed a VoUi^d t^ble to be made for tbe ceV 
lebration of their public feafts, from whence 
tfee order had its appellation. To this fo- 
ciety he adniitted not only Britons but Fo- 
reigners, if they were perfbns of hobilityir 
and renowned- for their virtue and valour j 
thefe were indifpenfable qualifications. The 
place where this order was inftituted was 
Windfbf, and the time of their convening 
WKitfuntide. In Wlnchefter Caftle there 
was a large round table, dalled and affirmed 
to be King Arthur's ; or at Ifeaft fet up in 
the room of one more ancient which had 
been deftroyed. It is not recorded that this 
order furvived its founder : it is more pro- 
1>able that it expired with him ; moft of 
thofe Knights who had been honoured with 
a place at his table perilhing by his fide in 
the battle of Kamblan, now Camehford, in 
Cornwall, where, though he killed his enemy 
Mordred, yet he fell himfelf. 



long 51dw*rd^ tx),\viK»» <l>Cr:b«r<w vir-^ 
^qes ^4 vfx^t^ryf ipirit of Ar&iijr feem& tQ 
have d^fcended, beings etiga^od in coi^ifiiial 
wva with France^ ipade ujfe of the f<W)6 
ip^thpd bjis warliH? pupdece^ b«d d^m^, to 
l^iug to his court ^11 the v^Uaat Knights of 
^ age : to.this purj^o,^ as e^ly as t^ y^^ 
1.344 » the eighteaith of his reigQ> he 
foancd the de%n of rdiltoring Kii^ Arthujr^s 
ipg^d table; he accordwgly ifilied out or- 
ders £pr the laf? copduftof foreiggti Knights, 
tp^,p:y tijeir flpll ^t fbl^mn jufts tobp hdd 
mm WindfoTi Ajt the tip^ appointed greajt 
BUijE^bei;^ of occompiiihed Cavaliers qan^ i^ 
hisi CQurt> whom the King entertained 
wish. gE;e^^ hofgitality,; apd eudeavoured to 
ajttaph tp, bis . inter^ft by every, aft of Gour-» 
t?fy ; but. perceiving that after their depar- 
ture^ being ungpnftraj^ed and, at. liberty, 
forae of theip entered, into the; iervice^of 
lus adverfary iu the enfuing wars, he re- 
folved to proje<3: fon^e means ^oiegure. tbofe 
whom he thought fit tp mak;e his aflbdates^ 
by more feleft aqd lafting bonds. To thi^ 

3 purpofe 



purppf^ hp^ i^ni^tyted thip ov4pt of the Gar« 
terj^ which, \£ we coiifider^ its antiquity* 
m^ |he dignity) of the pei;i(bi^ages who. have 
be^nenrpUed (herein It gi'eatly exQeils ^verjf 
other l^oi(ior^y ii^itutipa^ 

From whence it derives its. denonjinatiou 
gf ^bc Qarter is at this ^e uijicertaiiQ : 
the vulgar 9nd general opinion ia^^ that th« 
CoiiLfXtefs. of Saili(bury dropping acpidently 
her g^rt^ as H^ danced at a hall^ King Ed- 
ward ](lQoping, took it from the ground; 
vy^reupo^i, fc^ng fome of hisNoblcjs fmile* 
h^. twrne4 it q^ with this reply in French, 
** JH^«f 7^/f f^f mai,y pwff-r-^hs^t he to 
«*{ hifa th^ evil thinks of it :" hut in re^ojt 
%. i^\x laughter he further added, ** Th^j: 
•* fhortly ijhey (hould fee that garter a4r 
*^vanced tp fo high an honour, a& tp a^r 
^* count thf;mfelv;es happy, if\ wearing it/* 

Upon examination of this tradition tI:^rQ 
appears very little reafon to give it credit; 
far Sir John FroilTart, the only cotem- 

porary. 



porary writer that treats of this ihftitution, 
ifligns it noTuch origin ; nor is there any thing 
mentioned to that purpofe by any of the 
Englifh Hiftorians for two hundred years 
after. Polydore Virgil was the firft who 
took occafion to fay fomething of it, \ but 
without afcertaining to whom the garter 
belonged ; cautioufly declining to pronounce 
whether it was the King's Miftrefs^s or the 
Queen's. Befides,"' in- the original ftatutes 
of the order, there is not the leaft corije£iure 
to countenance fact a conceit ; arid the 
ingenious Dodror Heyliri treats this incident 
as a inere fable ; thefe are his words ;* *^ I 
*^ take it to be a vain arid idle romance, 
<^* derogatory both to the founder and* the 
** order, firff publifhed by Polydore Vifgif, 
<* a ftranger to the affairs of England, and 
** by him taken on no better ground than 
<^ the tradition of the commbft -people ; 
^* too trifling a foundation for fb grea| 9 
** building." "V ' " 



Of 
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Of .the fame contextui;^ ^ the former is 
another tradition m Andrew du Chefne; 
" That the Queen departing from the 
" King, to her own apartments, and he fol-^ 
" lowing jfoon after, chanced to efpy a blue 
** garter lying on the ground ;. whilft ibihe 
" of his attendants carelefslj paffed it by^ 
*^ as difdaining to ftoop for fuch a trifle; 
*' the King knowing the owner, com- 
" manded it to be given him ;. at the rer 
<^ ceipt of which he fai<l. You make but 
** fmall account of this garter; but within 
" a few months I will caufe the heft of jrou 
" to reverence it/' Some fuppofe that the 
motto was the Queen's anfwer, when the 
Kipg alked her what nien would conjee-? 
ture upon her lofirig her carter in fuch ^ 
manner. 

, Both relations are probably far diAant 
from the faft, and an amorous inftead of 
aa honourable account has been falfely ircn?- 
dered of this inftitution* It has thus fared 
with other orders of fovereign foundation ; 

as 



tfs the 6td:er of the Ahnunciacie in Sivoy^ 
^d of the Golden Freece iii Burgundy* . 

irhere is A third opinion which feems ta 
approach neareft to the trutli i King 
Richard the Firtt, firnamed Ctfeut' de Lidn^. 
^ilft his forces were employje^ in the re- 
AudAonoi Atdh^ being extremely harrafled 
With the fiege^ bethought hiihielf of a 
device to ift^ife his J)rincipal officers with 
frefli courage. Superftition Jays it was 
^one by the afliftance and mediation of Saint 
fer'eorge. He tied a leatnern garter, the 
feeft at that time to be procured, around his 
own leg, arid thofe of a confiderable num- 
ber of Knights, thereby intending to dif-* 
feriguifh them for their courage, and to 
raife a fpirit of emulation among them : it 
had the defired efied, but wis only a tem- 
][)orary ihftitution. 

When therefdre Iting Edward determined 
td eftablifli a lafting union ^mbng the mofl 
deferving of his Knights, it is hot impro- 
bable 



faabk i^t lie i^ecdHeSted this corAriva&«e of 
his valiant predeceflbr, ^ftd approving ditht 
method, continued it in a more grand and 
caretntsmolrs manner* By lliis fymb^! he 
ddigned to bind die Krii^s and Fellows 
b£ At mutoaily to each otheis land di ^ 
them j^ntty ec^ hunfelf zs Sovereigia of %hd 
or^: lit ibe iail^ time intaidihg th^tt k 
fliould ierve 4iS m infdentive to lioHOur an9 
tnititiai j9kt}ste. To <jNtw the %onds of 
aiHity^ txiMe dbfe, dbe -King cau£id tbo& 
who Were ^f tJie oidAr to ht called Pdtews^ 
A0btiaieeSy^ Brethren, . ot Kai^t-Ccnipa^ 
nidns} t^M to repitf^iil: htiw they ftbtilS 
be uidted in ^aU ^^ various tutM i)f forttm^ 
he: c^ni&d thdm to be habited 6ts£dy aHke : 
and a^ he laid claim to the kingdom t>t 
France, he infejfred by the motto *, " Horn 
"7&// qui mal y penfcy^ that he retorted 

defiance 



* That age abounded ^th mottoes and dences; 
King Edward io particalar vas fo ea&ceflively addifted to 
them, that his a^pparei, plate, beds, houftold furniture, 
floelds, and even the harnefs of his horfes were not with- 
out 



-de&uice on him whp Ihould date to think 
ami^ of fo juft an eoterprize. 

Hiftorians differ greatly about the time 
this order was inftituted: it is probable the 
order of the Round Table was renewed 
fome years before that of the Garter waa 
eftabliflied : . from concurrent circwjnftanccs 
it appears to have beea^bout the year 13491^ 
the ,t\yrenty- third of Edward's : reigii, md 
Windfor, w:here. King* Arthur load ^firftiCe- 
lebrated his inftitution, was fi^ed pn by 
him for the ceremony. Wheii hp bad ap-- 
pointed the day aiid plac?, a|id jjaade the 
neceflary preparations for keeping the firii 
grand feftival of bis new. order, ; he fent his 
Heralds into the neighbouring kingdoms to 
invite all* Knights to (hew their military 

out them. The following motto which was wrought 
OQ.his flircoat and fhield worn at a tournament, will 
ferve as a fpecimen of them, and fhew how unintelligible 
and iniignificant they Qoyir> appear; 

Hay, hay, the Whytc Swan, 

By.God's foul I am the man« 

prowefs, 



{trcwefs; and to perform other ' public ex* 
ercifes proper to the occalion; Agreeable 
to this, invitation, many gallant Cavaliers 
came over to figiialize their valour ; atid 
what gireatly added to the Splendour of the 
foletiinity was^ the prelence of Queen Phi- 
lippav -attended by three hundred' of the 
iaireft Ladies, bedecked with all imaginable 
gaiety: 

St: George of Cappadocia, that gallant 
Ghriftian champion and martyr, was chofen 
by- King Edward as one of the patrons of 
this order, he having been always efteemed 
the ' fpecial guardian and proteftor of Eng- 
land j from whence this order came to be 
ftikd the order of St. George. : The founder 
alio added another patron, whofe name he 
bore himfelf, namely Edward the Con- 
feflbr ; and we find he was wont to invoke 
both thefe Saints in any great difficulties 
and ftreighfs. At the-fldrmifh near Calais, 
. lately recited, being liard prefled, he paffi- 
onateiy^ erred but at every blow, -. Ha, St- 
.1 Edward ! 
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EdwU^T Ha, St. GeoBBel Which. fais fd^ 
diers hearing, they ran to has aid, mid ca^ 
bled him t^ put the French to flight. 

The ibtutes of this ]uilituti<m were (^ 
jydiciouiljr devifed^ and compared uppis 
ilich a folid foundation of honour and; di^ 
nitjr, that they afterwards becax&e ^ prep^ 
dent to other orders. It is ahb much in its 
favour that the number of the Knights^ 
Companiona have never been encreaied ; for 
as thqy were originally twenty-fi^c with the 
Sovereign, fo they ftUl continue ^ whiLft 
the hifrittgement of tliis reftridi(^i has 
brought, fcveral other mHitary orders into 
contempt and ruin. No order of Knigl>t- 
hood was ever graced with the companion- 
ihip of fo maiiy ibvereign Princes ;- Em- 
perors having efteeiced it the.furamit of 

v. 

their glory, and the higheft trophy of ho- 
nour, to be. enrolled in the number; ken- 
titles . thole Knight's, and Noblemea •ivhofe 
virtue has raifed' theiip ta this emiuence,. t& 
be companions and aflbciatesiyith. Kings ; 

an 
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toQ^cflflt Q»)iy:. to foeify tb§ mf4f fif;it? 
Knights udtb «9aiige f^.f^rfkrfmxofif \n%, 
to promote the gentler virtues ; anS in th<^., 
the firft companions felcfted hy the royal 
iflk^i^jll^F aboiaii4e4 ia an eminent de^^* 
On ttjip f^kphi P*ftf ^guls^pn muft .con-. 
tijDip?. |)q^%ily .of ,th«? gwxitt^s <»i^ thp-^eart- 
an4 4ignity ««^ lie t(eptii»eAt^ i>£ it^fpun^er^ 
l^dwftfd th« Thirds ;.,,.' 

The j^riuce Q^ -Waiee Wis the. iirft c^ 
thefe. ifjififtriovs Coropanioii? j por 1)ia§ fuc- 
p^4ipg ,^ges ever prodtieed a Knight, To 
frawght ^y nature, wi^ thofe virtues v^^ 
aficwnpUfhrtJents recjuire^ .to ^graee . the w-- 
ftitu&oii* ■,.?.• 

The..ha|>k an4 «nfj|g^ of this order, are 

1^ : weM: k^iown to ^d a , nji^utf de|c7ip« 

ticw: .-theigai??ef, tbp mantle, the -iijr.coat, 

j))^.^hje po^ar^.. contribute to jnake it the- 

I z moft 



niblFfiiperb and becobiiiig^ 4ref9 that^an be 
de^f^d.^'^* The material^^^ whicb they were. 
Bf{!^\toik%{(;Ay - exeept -the inantle;- jms^ ar 
preferit uiikhbwn ; biit *of-tKofe^ *vft)\fght? 
in later agbs particular 56GouutshA\?e' been* 
giveii.^'' ■•■ '- ^ -'-''' '■' ' f- -•J'.^ii > ■ * 

'l^e' garter feiit ia femaniiet D\ike of 
Savoy/ Ih^^^the ireigjiibF^ Philip and Mary, 
was. let ."with letters of*" goldfmith'a work/ 
the buckle and pendant' bf the fame, and on 
the pendant a ruby with a pe&rl hanging at 
the end. . That made , for the Emperor 
Maximilran, by order 6f Queen- Elizabeth ^' 
was richly wi*ougiit -with letters- of gold, 
fet off arid/gafniifhed with ftones ; the buckle 
and pendant weighiHig three ounces, were 
richly fet wkh rubies and diamonds. The 
French King, Henry the Fourth, had- one 
of p«rple velvet embroidered with letters of 
gold, and decked with dJiarttonds and rubies. 
But the garter fent to Guftavus Addlphus, 
King of Sweden, by Qij^rles the Firft, out- 
vied all others coni^rfed by former Sovo- 

" reigns ; 



reigns; each letter of the motiso being com- 
pofed of finall diamonds, and for every ftop 
a diamond, within a range of the fame on 
the fides of the garter ; which, including 
thbfe on and about the buckle, amounted 
to four hundred and eleven. 

The form of the mantle is fimilar to the 
ancient pallium or toga of the Greeks, and 
Romans. Thofe prepared by command of 
the founder againfl the firfl feafl of this 
order appear to have bepn of fine woollen 
tloth; aad it i^ not improbable^ that this 
material was chofen by him rather than any 
thing richer, to give a preference to the tnz^ 
nufaftory of his own country ; ho)v long 
thefe continued to be worn is uncertain ; 
but the firft time we difcoyer them- to be 
nude of velvet, is about the beginning of 
the reign of Hejiry ^he Sijftht The colour 
of them was originally blue, or as it was 
Ibmetimes ternied of celefliai colour;- in 
the reign of Qu^en Elizabeth it was changed 
to purple ; but they were reflored to their 

I 3 former 



former hu6 hy i particular drifer of IClifg 
Charles the !^irft, at th^ inftaljatpp of his 
Sdn the Prjnce pf Wales, The left (houl- 
der of each of thefe mantles have> from the 
>nftituti0n, been adorned With a hfgp hit 
gaiter containing the n^ottQ of the di*4tq; ? 
within ^his garter are the arms pf St, 
George, viz, argent a crofs gules^ which 
heretofore was wrought iii fattin with ^\d^ 
filver, and filkr btit in defcendihg times 
greater expence and; magnificericci became 
the praitxce of th^ otder, for it tirafe embfoi* 
iderfed tipon velvet with daittafkj gold, taiii4 
feveral fdrt^ of twiffs } the letters of th^ 
motto slrid borders df the garter being pom*, 
jpofed bf f4ir oriisntal peart. The gattejr 
fixed upon the mantle of King Charles the 
Second was encircled with largd oriental 
p6arls; as were not only the letters of the 
motto, but the crofs withitiv 

• Th6 fttrcb^ orHrtfe, fh# tfe|r3 enfigo-of 
the 6tdef,-^slnrwerV-f6-tfee -fetthka ©f |ha Ho^ 
m'anki Jri<J was worri'liRd'ti^e ftWt Biidpr 
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tht toga : it wa$ girt clofe to the body with 
a girdle, and fi) fitted^ that the hem of it 
reached a little below the knee. It yms by 
this part of the dreft qF th« Roman citizens, 
that the three decrees amofig them were dif* 
llinguiihed; for the Senators tunicks were 
€mbxt»dered or pnrfled over with broad 
purple ftuds, thofe of the Knights wth 
narrow oiies^ and thofe worn by the Ple- 
beians were plain. The Qi^QVfx gf this vef* 
ture wag anciently changed every year; 
pommonly into blue, fcarkt, fangwine ip 
grain^ or white; but in th? thiity-fonrth 
year of King Edward'jj reign he altered it 
to black, and was folkwed by th^ Compft- 
nionfe of the order* The motive that in^ 
duced him to jfix on this iable coiovr, wfis 
fuppofed to be a kind of hnmijiatipn on ae- 
count of the peftilence, which th^ began 
again to jfpread its malignancy with as 
much fury as it had raged eleven years be* 
fore. This garment, at the time of infti-v 
, lutir^ the order, and lor a long time after, 
wais powdered all pvtf with little garters, 
^; I 4 embroidered 
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embroidered with (ilk and gold plate ; on 
each of which was neatly wrought the 
motto : the numbers of thefe garters de^ 
clared the degrees of honour of the wearers ; 
ijL Duke having one hundred and twenty, 
and a Knight Bachelor but fixty j the in^ 
' termediate titles of Marquis, Earl, &c» de» 
creafing gradually ♦ 

The ornaments of the collar and George 
in ^ their preient form were made a part of 

•the drefs of Henry the Eighth, who took 
great delight in enjbellifliing the order. 

before the eftabliihment of this article by 
King Henry, it appears that the Knights- 

"CompanioQs were invefted with collars at 
their inftallations, but whether collars of 
S S's, or of any other model, is not 
fpecified. 

It may not here be amifs to infert an 
• account of the origin of collars, particularly 
of^thofe which havcthe letters S S on them, 
theif fovindation being litde' khofwu. Col- 
lars 
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^ars in general are ornaments not of a Tat6 
but ancient invention: facred writ enume* 
rates the collar of gold among- the orna- 
ments conferred upon Jofeph by Pharaoh. 
The images of Ifis and Ofiris, worfhiped 
by the Egyptians, were reprefented with 
collars extending to their (houlders, the 
^vorkmanfhip of which were very curious, 
being interfered with various lines, and di- 
vided with tablets and precious ftones : the 
collar v^'as alfo of an illuftrious original 
among the Romans, and gave denomination 
to the family of the Torquati, defcended 
from L. Manlius, whom the foldiers fir* 
named Torquatus; becaufe baving van- 
quilhed a champion of the Gauls, he cut 
off his head, then plucked off his collar, 
bloody as it was, . and put it about bis owrj 

In priftinc times, as none but Kings 

md princes -Wo^e collars, their ufe be- 

rtokaned d^ity .and power; ajfterwards 

M\¥^y Werp ^dioTrc4 on rtien famous for 

wjfdom 
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Vfifcletn and for military atchievemeiits as z 
dlilinguiihing badge, ^md in recompence for 
t^eir^xnerit. Moft aptly therefore have the 
Sovereignly of nailitary orders annexed this 
(Mrnament of . t|ie collar to their habit, and 
conferred it on the Fellows and Companionsi 
moil of whoqni are fuppofed to have merir 
torioufly 4e{^rved k, for their great wiidon> 
and military exploits ; and for this reafbn 
it was inilituted as an additional glory to 
the eniigns of th^ garter : it is corapoied 
of gold, coupled together by feveral pieces 
of links in faihiop of garters, with a ver- 
million . role between, and the image of Su 
George hung thereat. 

The collar of S S's -worn as a badge of, 
lower and inferior honour, was made ufe of 
originally by a fociety of noble perfbnages, 
in remembrance of Simplicius and Fauf» 
tinus, Senators of Rome, who fyySered 
martyrdom for the fake of Chriftianity in 
the reign ^Dioclefian. rlt* is th»8 4k- 
•foibo^ in. ' an . ^amcipnt matifci i{)t4' *^^^ it wft$ 
.^'•i 6 ♦'the 
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^^ tiie cillftDm of diofe perfons to wear nhovnt 
^ thdr aecks Glvtr collars compo&d of 
^^ double S's, which denote the name of 
^> St; Simp|iciQ&; the collar confifted of 
^^ twelve fmall {dates of filvier, on which 
^* wem engiaven the twelve articled of the 
♦* cr^d, tc^hcr with a fingle trefoil : the 
*^ image of $t^ SioipHdua hung at the coU 
^^ lar, and from it ieven pl;ttes reprefenting 
M the ieven gifts of th^Holy Ohoft. As 
^^ to the manner of thdr. martyrdom, they 
^* were bound together by the neck to a 
^^ ilone, and thrown ov^r the . bridge into 
^^thcTyber/* 

In the ancient creation of an Efquire, part 
pf the ceremony was the King's putting about 
his neck one of theie filver collars ; a golden 
one was the undoubted badge of a Knight* 
Among the variety of thefe collars worn 
are the following: That belonging to the 
Ijord JM^yfw: o/ the city of London^ which 
)& coipfqfedr of jgoldf having, a knotlike on( 
f)f thofe ygkkh tisiiih^ gurtera .tc^tNr in 

the 



die great collar of the order of St. George, 
infertcd between two S's ; thefc again are 
^tuated between two rofes, and in the 
middle of it before the breaft is a large 
portcullis, whereat hangs a jewel {ct with 
diamonds. The collars of the Lord Chief 
Juftices of both the Benches, and. the Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer, formod of the. 
letter S and of knots, ace in memory of the 
faid St. Simplicius, who, being a Senator, 
was CQtifequently a diijpenfer of the laws. 

The moft ancient ceremony ufed on con- 
ferring of Knighthood was by putting the 
belt which fupported the fword loofe over 
the flioylders, pr girding it clofe .about the 
wafte. In the time of the Saxons fome 
religious . formalities were added, fuch as 
watchingi fading, bathing, and conic- 
crating the (wQid ; inferring from the ob- 
fcrvance of thefe rights, that decency of 
habit was as well expefted from them as 
integrity of life and jpurity of manners, 
'^k^_ lik? religious ceremony was formerly 

pbfeired 



oHferred'h) other ki^gdDi^s ;.'tiie:poi^.:^ 

be knighbed was bathed m the evenmg,. and 

laid in bed ; dien clothjod' in ridi rbbeSt 

iaiid led to the church to -pf^rfomi his vigils t 

that being over . aiid mals lieard^ his ipyjti 

'were put on, and his fword girt 'about .'Bitnt 

then' drawn out and put ihto his right h«id,; 

whereupon; the oath vm 'forthwith^ /:a<|fxu- 

niflered to him ; which taken, he that be* 

flowed the dignity gave him a blow or 

ilVoke on the heck, faying,' '* God; ifffift 

** you in the. performance of your prpt|ij(pv 

The oath or vow the Knights ^t this time 

made, was in general to relieve and proted: 

the widow and the fetherleft, the oppreiied 

and miierable, and to defend ,the Church of 

God. Thefe ceremonious methods have 

.been aboliihed for fome ages ; ,and even in 

the century yve treat of, were perf^rixiije^ i^ 

a more expeditious mwEiner. .Bj^ore^.^tbe 

Joining of a battle it wa^ uiiialr^fpr ithe 

Prince or Get^ral in the.fiel49;On ^g^ ^f 

the adyerfe army, to give thqfe whjO^ he 

thought fit to advance to that hQjWMr.^(^*y 

"''■ ' '^■''- humbly 



hiimiifk^ a geotir ftrdki 

widi,^ fiat put of a naked l^toiipn dietf 
ihouiders^ withdutiSDy other cerbinonjr, ;ac« 
ccipt prooouocing/^^ Rift> Sir Knight^ &c/^ 
Tfc^s cnod^ as. ftiil contimiedyi-apd termed 
dubbing, the. pj(l£t2gliih irad:4 forcoeatiflfl; 
a^Kkiighf:; from ^f iddopea/* to dip; hath^ 
mgl-^zs^^h&hkc ob&rved^ ibeing pArt of tbtf 
prodbdifreri . ^ j •. . . i 

^^rie^aAitiGnltiorr^'Origuially given at due 

iKtifeHaf^n of ^ a i^Qight of tfee Garter wer6 

^$'**foliftw. ; Jb^et.variatbn iias; bdto fince 

inflile W acscoramodofte tkem ta^tbe aitqratlom 

^- the Inational • i^ligiou^ - Whiift' tlie /cerer» 

^Bidnyof'iKvef^lrf^Uvifk'tiie mantk.i$ peiv 

fwtoiBg, the w»ds^^re thefe i :*f *.Takc ihhs 

^^ tna'ritk ^ hegi^nly ^co^kxiiiPj?, in figii and 

^* ^oKfeh ' o£ ^ tndft iKMieurflfblt <^fdef you 

^•^ha^'-receivecV »fif^i- to the iiicreaie «of your 

*^*-Tidhfeirt',-'figAedf and iiaarfced a» yjou ifec^ 

-•• Ti^ a rek-^feuteheoiv 0f. our iLowi''& 

^** efBft,to^1ie^irteii^ that yotiybeifig aiwav^ 

****^fe»4e4'-by -^thc • virtue -mid: ilir^ngth 

''I*-----. ^' thereof. 



f 



*•< thereof) il&ftf paTs Haioxx^ yo^r c^etaias^ 

^^ tnd ti»flpa,.t^jfi> overcpoae a^4 vaiiqQiih.i: 

** £e that !j«c;: th« laft, for ytmr wwthy; an4 

**. ftj^N^yj^dvaf^s^yoH may,. after (his tcsi^'i' 

*^ pqjT^l ish^vahy-t tjome to eternal trititoiplaaiii; 

** joy* . iji\ Hoawen." Oa the icV/sfticur^ 

wlda .^ifii>U»r the {bUcMrifi^ iivor49:(«ire.|9i^ 

^foiu$|i9q^: t* To the .iaccfafe^r jQur>ptf 

!.^ Hour, a&d: in token ^ the honouj^bi? 

^^ order j^oH Jbdte receiv^^ if^ke dm,,C(VltaiF 

♦' ^bout, ypur neck, wifh,ttie ims^ of the 

•* hoiy ifartyr and Chrift's :Kfiig|it, .:3itt 

^* George, ty whofe aiA /j^u .being .4^ 

«* fended f may pafs thmng^^ tiie prq^|-idj5^ 

*^ aad adyerfiti^a of thi^.wpi'Jid^ t}>at. l^vjijag 

*^ here the yiftory as* ^e^l of y-our^^hpftljc 

** as bodily enemies, lyou.nwj not oaly re- 

*.* ceiv* thq glory sftd ^rjBfjioWft of tm^f^^i 

•* chivalry, byt.alfo at the laft, the ei)^jS| 

•* and everlafting reward of vidory/* Such 

part of dii^ ftattttes.of thejOrder» aj they 

we» ief(irmed and exykindl byXiiig H«wry 

.the Eighth, .4ae<fefiary foiT our jpre&at: pturf 

;po(e, I . fba]}l iiifcrt ia the tnaonpr- dicy 

r Were 
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were OTigittally fpelt* . Whereas Ae 
mooft famous,- mooft happieft,-and vifto-* 
I'lous Prynce Edward, the TliH^de of that 
riamfe, his noble Progenkoiir " femietyme' 
Kyng of England and of Frauhce, and Lore! 
of Inland, &c. To th' onnoure of Almighti 
God, arid of the bleffed and imttiactilate 
Virgyn Marie, arid the blefled Mkrtir Sainte 
George, patron of the right noble roialnie 
of ^Ehglarid ; aiid^ of Saynt Edwarde, Kyrig 
and Cbnfeflbr ; to the exaltation of the holy 
faith Cathollque,^' brdeyned, eftablilhed; 
created, and fouA^ded within, the Caftel of 
Wyndefore, a codipaiiy of twenty-fix noble 
and worthi Knyglifes, for to be of the mooft 
noble ordre of Sayrit George,' named the 
Gartier, and fi3r the honorable continuance, 
augmentation, ' and interteyning of the 
fame. ^ 

The feid mooft: viflorious Kyng did dc- 
Vyfe and inftitute divers honorable eftatuts, 
and laudable ordinances, for to be obierved 
and kept by the cobrethren and confrere?, 

Knyghtes 



Knyghtes and Companyons of the laid 
mooft noble ordre; amonge the, which 
cftatutes been certeyne doubtis and ambi- 
guities, which to be more playnly declared, 
interpreted, and extended, it is thought 
right neceflary and expedient, and that cer- 
teyne other new ordinances and articles be 
to the faid eflatute added and adjoyned; 
Wherefore the faid mooft excellent and vic-* 
torious Prynce^ Henry VIII. Kyng of Eng^ 
land and of Fraunce, Defenfor of the Faith, 
and Lord of Irknd, and Soverayne of the 
faid mooft noble order ; and for the right 
lingular love, good zeal, ardent and intier 
^Se&ion that his royall Majeftie hath and 
bearith to the faid mooft noble ordre, and 
to the eftate of Chivalrie and Knyghthood, 
and for the honorable contynuance and in- 
creafing the fame ; and alfo at the humble 
requefte and inftante delire of the Knyghtes 
arid Cdtnpanyens of the faid noble order, 
arid by their adyyie, councell, and aflent, 
the' twenty-third' day of April , in the year of 
grace MDXXII. and of his mooft noble 
-^^ .' K reygn 
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reyga the eighth year, made interpretacion 
and declaraciou of the obfcurities, doubtb, 
and ambiguities of the faid eftatutis, ordi- 
nances, interpretacions, declaracions, refor- 
macions, with their addicions aforelaid, after 
the trew intencion of them, (hall be from 
henceforth obferved, kept, and enfued by 
the Soverayne, and the Knyghtes Confreres 
and Companyons of the faid noble ordre in 
manner and fourme following. 

In the fecond ftatute is accorded, - That 
none Ihall be elected and chofen for to be 
Fellow or Company on of the faid mooft 
noble ordre, except that he be a Gentilnxan 
of blood, and that he be a Knyghte, and 
without reproche. ,And that the Knyghtes 
of the faid noble ordre, from henceforth, 
fliall liot name any perfon in their eledlon 
to be Felow or Companyon of the faid no- 
ble order, in whbm thei fhall thynke or 
extiem in their confcience to have Ipotte of 
reproche. And as towchyng the declaraclon 
of a Gentleman of blode, it is declared and 

determined 
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determined that he, fhall be delcendcd 6( 
three decentis of noblefle, that is to fay, of 
name and of arms, both of his father's fide, 
and alio of his mother's fide« And as 
towchyng or concernyng any manner of re* 
proche, for as moche as there be divers and 
many fundry poyntis of reproche, there 
fhall be here declared but three poyntis of 
them oonly, as it is declared in manner and 
fourme folowyng. 

The firft poynt of reproche ys, That if 
any Knyght (as God defende) be con- 
vaynqued or attaynted, of errour agaynft the 
Criften Faith Catholique, or had for any 
fuche offence fufFered any payne or punicion 
publique. The fecond poynt of reproche 
ys^ That if any Knyght (as God defende) 
had been arrayned, convi<fted, or attaynted 
of high treafon. The third poynt of re* 
proche ys, That if any Knyght departe or 
flee away from batayle or journie, beyng 
with his Soverayne Lord, his Lieutenant or 
•Deputie, or other Capetayne, having the 
. K2 Kyng's 
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Kyng'^ power royal and ath3:oriti6 1 and 
whereas banners eftaiidat^, or penrkms hwt 
bene difptaied, and that thei preceded to 
fight^ he that then renioufly and cowardly 
ftieth or departeth* away from thens, ought 
to be efteemed and judged to have reproche, 
and never worthi to be elected Knyght of 
the ^companie as (God forbidde) do comv- 
mytte any fuche reproche; that d>en ht 
fliall be departed and dilgraded of the {aid 
order/ at the next chaptier enfuyng, if it fbo 
Hiall pleafe the Soverayne and Companie. * 

The joy and triumph which reigned in 
the court o£ England .on account of this in* 
ftitution, which conchided with military 
fports and tournaments, was fuddenly 
changed into forrow aiid mourning by a 
terrible and* doftfuftive peftilence, which 
invaded that kingdom as well ns the reft 
pf Europe, and is fuppofed to have carried 
oflF about , one-fourth of the inhabitants in 
every country where it prevailed. In the 
* firft fix months of this year, fifty-feven 
■ . - thoufaad 
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thouiand perfons are faid to have died of it 
in Ix)ndon and Norwich ; the church-yards 
Wtre jiot found furficient for the burial of 
the dead. This dreadful diftemper fpread 
into Wales and Ireland, and proved chiefly 
fatal to, the common people : none of the 
better fort died of the infe£lion, except three 
pr^/our of the Nobility^ and Jane, King 
Edward*s fecond daughter, who was feized 
with it at Bourdeaux in her way to Caftile, 
where fhe was to have been married to the 
Infant Don Pedro, Ion of Alphonfo, Sove- 
reign of that kijtigdom. When the conta- 
gipn among the human ipecies abated, the 
iheep and cattle perifhed in vaft numbers ; 
^nd no bird or beaft of prey would touch 
their carcafles, fo that they lay putrefying 
on the furface of the ground, and by their 
intolerable ftench contributed to increafe the 
pernicious quality of the air. The corn 
was loft .for want pf hands to reap and ga- 
ther it ; and hence eufued a dreadful dearth 
of all kind of. prpviilions. Tlie Scots, ^ 
ten^pted. by. thie prpipefl of an eafy prey in 
K 3 this 
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this feafon of death and defolation, made ati 
irruption into the northern counties, and, 
together ^yith a large booty, carried back 
the contagion to their own country, where 
jt raged with uncommon violence : a juft 
reward fgr fo flagrant a breach of the laws 
of prudence and humanity. This dreadful 
calatpity, rather than the pacific difpofitio^s 
pf the contending Princes, ferved to main^ 
tain and prolong tjie truce between France 
pnd England, 

In the beginning of the following fum- 
paer, fome variance happening between the 
fleets of England and Spain, the Spaniards, 
fecretly encouraged by the French, infefted 
%h^ Britifti feas with fifty large ihips of war ; 
taking and deftro/ing a great number of 
yeifels, King Edward enraged at thefe 
difhonourable proceedings, for the nations 
were not at war with each other, fitted oii$ 
a canfiderable fleet to oppofe them ; taking 
with him his Son the Prince of Wales, 
rqW iu his twentieth year, with irtany Nqt 

hlemeft 



blemen of diftin<9:ion, he came up' with 
thefe plunderers off Rye in Suflex, when a 
fierce engagement immediately began. The 
Spaniards in their huge carracks, overlook- 
ing the Englifli veffels, poured down upon 
them a ftorm^ of crofs-bow fliot, ftones, and 
bara of iron; but the archers of England 
loon clearing the decks, they boarded them 
with their Iwords and battle-axes in their 
hands, and before the evening put an end to 
the fight, made themfelves mafters of feven- 
teen : the next morning the Englilh v^dfhed 
to renew the engagement, but they found 
that the greateft part of their enemy's (hips 
had efcaped by favour of the night, leaving 
thofe that were difabled to their mercy. 
Having thus cleared the feas of luch trou- 
blefbme interlopers, the King returned in 
triumph Jaden with Ipoil. 

Soon after the King and Prince's return, a 

very remarkable combat was tried before 

them : a difpute having arifen between John 

de Velc#nti, a Nobleman nearly allied to 

K 4 the 
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the King of Cyprus, and Thomas de h 
Marche,. xjatural brother to the King of 
France, it was agreed to refer their cauie to 
King Edward, as he was allowed to be tbci 
jnoft heroic Prince, and the beft judge^ iii 
every poiat of honour pf any Potentate in 
Chriftetidom. Thefe two Kpights, fight- - 
ing uadpr the banners of C©nftantjne. l^ing • 
of Armenia, and Hugh King of CyF^s, 
Chriftian Princea^ at that time engaged in a 
war ^inft the Infidels., fk quarrel arofe be-» 
tween them, in which de Vefcpnti charged 
de la Marche with taking a fum of gold to 
betray the Cbriilian aroiy into the hand^ of 
their enemies^ The. Princes under whojii 
they ferved not chooiiug to deterxniije their 
difpute^ as there were no otl:ier proofs than 
theix fingle age ve rational, they agreed to 
iland by the award of the Englilh Monarch jj 
accordingly the two Knight§ arrived in 
Jil>gl^fid thf^ b^hffiing of September,, .when 
the fortaef openly be^re the j^ing and hi$ 
court repeated his accufations againft the 
J^tt^/j ^h^Ut^igixOg hina to difiprpve jt gtf hh 

body ; - 



[ ^S3 3 

b<,dy J be -then threw <lown his gatmtj^'i 
which Sir Thomas 4s boldly' took up, ^ 
accepted the challenge i» proof of his i*-, 
aopeoce, . . ' ' • .- . . 

King Edward appomt ed , thb feurtfceodi 
day of Qftobisr for the decifion of .tftetsi 
qmrnel, in clofe field wiriiin the lifte^ af* 
hw" palace of Wcftminftert i . on /Mthat ^y 
the combatants ^iame on horfehack, tDrnaiecl 
at-allpoiiitSi, the King,' tbe Ptiacelof Wa^ 
anl the. whole court of England hBbig< ipe&t 
tatbiB. Oa &mid of irufflnpdt t&e' ccw^bat 
began ; but at the iirfctiJt bdth thax fpearai 
breaking on each other's fhidid^' .:WklU)ii8 
either of them being moved from their fad- 
dk^f they, both alighted ;at the Gmt iiift«it, 
a64 i¥new^ the fight/ on foot; fox a;caa|i-: 
derable time they fought widx equai y^aJow 
^d eoadti^/ tiJl both their weapom being 
gendered ufelefs, l^ey cgim^ to clafe gWjppifi, 
and fell. together Iwk^ in eawjh otW*3 
gripe : the viibrs of both their helmet? werq 
^?fei^4 wkji fmail <|itot bars of.fteel, 

through 
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tiirough which they might fee and breathe 
more freely, and all the reft of their bodies 
covered with armour : from this circum- 
ilance the advantage turned in favour of Sir 
Thomas de la Marche ; for that Knight hav- 
ing Iharp pieces of fteel, called gadEngs^ 
inclofed in the joints of his right gauntlet, 
he therewith ftruck at the vifor of his ad- 
veriary, and grievoufly wounded him through 
Ae crevices : Sir John de Vefconti being; 
improvided with the fame weapon of of- 
. fence, cried out aloud, that he could no 
longer defend himfelf ; whereat the King 
threw down his warder, which put an end 
to the combat. 

His Majefty then adjudged the viAory to the 
Frenchman, ^ and the vanquifhed to be at his 
mercy according to the law of arms. Sir 
Thomas, fatisfied with fo plain and ho- 
nourable a proof of his innocence (as this was 
then efteemed) forbore to ufe his power over 
hiiB enemy, but m^ide a prefent of him to 
the Prince of Wales, to be at his difcre- 

. tion ; 



tion : after which, in teftlmony of his gra- 
titude, he dedicated his own fuit of armour 
to St. George the patron of jingland, widi 
jgreat pomp and devotion, in the cathedral 
church of St. Paul iii London. The ge- 
nerous Prince of Wales gave Sir John de 
Vefponti his fulJ liberty ^ for the fake of the 
King of Cyprus, whom he re^fted f6r bis 
valour; and after treating him with great 
courtefy, fufiered him to return home at his 
leifure. - . . . : 

In this year Philip de Valois ' the Fi^itch 
King died, without being able to re-eftabiiflt 
the affairs of France, leaving behind him 
the charafter of a cruel and perfidiotis 
Prince ; his treatment of John Count de 
Mountfdrt eftablilhes thd juftice of this im- 
putation. It had been ftipukted at the con- 
cJufion of the laft truce, that the Count 
Ihould be releafed from prifon on his giv- 
ing fecurity that he would conform to the 
terms of the truce ; yet, liotwithiftanding 
fyffigient fecurity was offered, and a formal 

decreo 
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deGre^j)^d in the j)arliamento£Jp^ri6 ^r 
hi^^ilargeme^it, Phiiip r^fufed to fet hiiR 
ftqe. Avarice apd ambition feem to hay# 
had a;i^ax« in this determinatiojqi, as it is 
ly^l.lfiiown that jhq :refufed tp rpje^fe bi$ 
prif^joe^:]^ un-leiis he . woijiid deliver up Breii: 
3rt4 ■ Ji^naebp9 ^t9 hii^, and . reaomiqe ;3J|i 
fjftim IP, the . Pw^hy ^f Brita^y.; But of 
fii.the jcrim^ /(?f ..tlHs .^ithldfs;^ pejjured 
M3i»«^* noBeilRPfed :hi9 ch?ii?iifler with ^ 
more indelible mark of infamy, and tent- 
dered him more the obje6t of univerfal 
^^tred.anddeCe^'^on, than his treat];^^ of 
Oliyprde.CliflRw., whphad feryed him ajid 
iChtrl^s de Bloi$ with great zes^l ani abilitj^ 
4)ti^f: badi,l>een itaik^n prifOner a( the fieg^ 
qf J^^mur, a^d- Ijeipg ^vei^ yj; by King 
E^^ni ii^ excbangi^ for , jLottd Stafford^ ' in 
IH^fcreiloe fo aiiotfher Knight ivyhom Philip 
would rather have cliofen, that King, nar 
Jturally /v^ici^^s, imagiiaed he had entered 
info fome private agreenjient with Edward: 
aftuated l?y tl^is jfufpicion he. ordered him 
%<> \>^. ieiz^ md , thrpwn i^fo jjiifon j » foon 

2 after 



L ^57 I 

after hia ariteft, tkb unfortunate Noblemail 
UF^ beheaded at Park without form or trial, 
his body hung on a gibbet^ and his eftate 
confifcated. The Britons were fo highly 
kicenfed at this cruel and tyrannical procecd- 
ioag, that the inhabitants of Vanncs expelled 
the ^rrL(bn, and declared in favour of the 
Couiat de Mountford. Thefe circumftances, 
ittftcad of opening /the eyes of Philip to a 
fiaife of his own crimes, ferved only to 
ibrengtfaen his fuipicions ; and as he knew 
Ha other way of keeping people in their 
duty but by force and terror, he imme- 
diately gave orders for apprehending ten 
Qther Noblemen of Britany, who, though 
tiiey had all diftinguifhed themfelves in 
the ftrvice of Charles de Blois, were put 
to dealth in the fame ignominious manner 
that had been pradifed on Oliver de Cliffon. 
His treachery was no lefs confpicuous in 
another inftance ; for havinjg fet up a round 
table in oppofition to that^of King Edward, 
and iffued fafe-condudts for the protedion 
of all. ftrai^gers, he feized feveral Lords of 

the 
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the Count de Mountfort*s party^ and ptit 
them to death, contrary to the rules of chi- 
valry and of honour* 

He was fucceeded by his fdn John, a 
Prince unlike his Father, diftinguiflied by 
many virtues, particularly by a fcrupuloua 
honour and fidelity: he viras not deficient 
in perfonal courage, but he v^ranted that 
prudence and forefight which the perplexed 
fituation of his kingdom, at that time con- 
vulfed by inteftine commotions, and op- 
prefled by foreign wars, required. Charles 
King of Navarre, who received and de-* 
ferved the epithet of Wicked, was conti- 
nually fomenting divifions among the King 
of France's fubjefts, and giving him per-* 
petual difquietude, although allied to him 
by blood and marriage* 

No fooner therefore was the truce be* 
t^^'cen England and France expired, than 
King Edward took advantage of his compe- 
titor's embarraffment, and prepared to fd- 

new 
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new once more his claims on that crown : 
to this purpofe he propofed to attack his 
enemy both on the fide of Guienne with an 
army commanded by the Prince of Wales, 
and on the northern parts in his own per- 
fon. In profecution of this plan young 
Edward failed for Bourdeaux, on board a 
fleet of three hundred fail, attended by the 
Earls of Warwick, Salifbury, Oxford, Suf- 
folk, and other Englifh Noblemen. Im- 
mediately after his arrival, being joined by 
the vaflals of Gafcoigne, he took the field ; 
reduced without interruption many towns in 
the neighbouring provinces, and ravaged 
the whole country : after an incurfion of fix 
weeks, he returned with a vaft booty and 
many prifoners to Guienne, where he took 
up his winter quarters. King Edward's 
invafion from Calais was of the fame nature, 
•and attended with the fame iflue^ 

In the enfuing fummer the Prince of 
Wales, encouraged by the fiiccefs of the 
Receding c^n^aign, tpok the; :igeld with an 

arn^ 
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army of twelve thoufand men, 6( which 
riot more than four thoufand were Englifh. 
All Hiftcwians agree ihat this was the ut* 
moft amount of the forces with which he 
performed foch wondrous deeds, aiid gained 
in^mortal honour. With this fmall body 
of troops the Prince ventured to pene- 
trate again into the heart of France: his 
defign was^ to join his brother Jdhn; of 
Gaunt, to whom King Edward had giv^ 
the command of an army in Normandy; 
but finding all the bridges on ' the Loire 
brokea down, ^ and King John advancing 
towards him with a jnoft formidable force, 
he thought it prudent to. retire again intd 
his Father's dominions without perfifting in 
his attempt, 

Tphe Prince loiuig feme days before the 
Caftle of Renlorentin, it gave the French 
army, which was nearer than he had ex- 
pefted, an opportunity of overtakhig-him. 
The following unexpected incident occa- 
,fioned this, hindrance, aad was the means ojf 

bringing 
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brtiigihg on a bittle near Poidiers : part of 
Ms van guard falling in with a detachnaent 
of the garrifon of Remorentin as thfey 
inarched near it, they fbon defeated them, 
and in the purfuit entering the town with 
the flying enemy, took pofleffion of it : 
the Prince^ tempted from this accident to 
make himlelf mafter alfo of the Caftle, or- 
dered it to be affaulted ; the attack conti- 
nued all that day without fuccefs, and the 
next morning it was brilkly renewed, the 
Prince himfelf being perlbnally prefent and 
encouraging his men ; but an Englifli 
Knight, for whom he had a great regard, 
being (lain as he ftood near him, he fwore 
by his Father's foul (his moft folemn oath) 
not to leave the fiege till he was in pofleffion 
of the Caflle, and had the defenders of it 
at his mercy : on this the aflault was re- 
newed with redoubled vigour; but there 
jippeariug no probability of rieducing it by 
the . ordinary methods, the Prince ordered 
engines to be raifed, with which he threw 
^ornbuflibles ipto it arid fet it. on fire: the 

h garrifon 



gsM:i^iia« fii»d*?»g ^ Caftl^ no longer t«)dbk ,1 
yielded. (^^M^lv^es. to Hmh, api4 wreie icairried 
aiCdfn«ngtheot^r prifoQprs. . ^ 

AAw the taking of K«n9reutin lie 
PfitfiQe CQaliuued his march ; but this deky 
gavei theJFrench King time to overtake 
him opap Poiftiers. King John was ac- 
complied by his four Soas, Charles the 
Dau^hi^i I>uke of Normandy, Lewis Duke 
of At^ou, John Duke of Berry, and Philip 
afterwaxds Duke of Burgundy, who for 
^vely endeayourh^ to defend his Father 
iii the enfujng battle, w^s firnanied the 
H^niy * ; befides ^diom he was attended 

by 

* Other Hiftorians fey; that 'Ph'ilip afterwards acquired 
this appellation from the following iocklent : When b^ 
waf prifoaer ta Englaad, his Father Kiag John beiog at 
dkiner with the EnglKh Monarch, this young Prince, 
^mong the Nobility of both nations^ was appointed to 
wait on them. An EngliSi Nobleman ferving h!^ VbSitt 
before his royal Prifoner, the impetuous Princct fired at 
the indignity, Qs he ellaemed it, llruck him on the face, 
raying at the feme time, ** How dare you to ferve tte 
^ King of England firft, when the Khig of France fits at 

"the 
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hjf tv/tnty^fix Duke§ ' and -Couiits, tliree 
tfioijiknd Knights, and an d^my of fi^ty thou- 
sand nien* With this hoft, as it might 
juftly be termed when compared with the 
handfhl of Englifh forces, the French King 
doubted not of being, able to 'extirpate his 
enemies; he therefore marched after theni 
with the utmoft expedition,' affured. o^^ 
fuccefs. . . ./ . . , 

' ' * . • «' . • 

Tlie firft intelligence the Prliice pf Wales 

received of liis hear approach, )vas from 

fome prifoners taken, by one of his detached 

Parties ; by thefe he uiiderftood the force of 

his enemy, and that it was hardly poflibje 

fef him to efcapei.on which he called in 

all his detachjTiepts, and encamped oii the 

fields of Maupertius hear Poitiers ; Tie then 

" tfic fame table ?" The tTobleman 'drew his dagger, 
and \yas on .the point. Qffacrificiog. the PriDce to his 
injured honpur, when KiQg j^dward loudjy forbad hiin^ 
ahd*turaing to ' tfie royal Ifoiith faid/ '* Fous etes 
*^ milipe le Har^ :'* ' from henccfcrfward Kc was terme4 
Hiirp the Bold. 

s*i- ■ ' L 2 fent 
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^Dt out two hundred men at arms, well- 
motmted, binder the command of the Captal • 
^e O^ufdie,. to reconnoitre the French, 
who found King John entering with 
his army into Poiftiers ; this undaunted 
party rode fo near that they had a full view 
of the mim body of the French ; and not 
caattiit with feeing them, they attacked 
their rear with fuch fury, that the King 
caufed a confiderable party of his army to 
ifece about and march again into the field ; 
by which means it was very late before they 
lie-entered the city. The Englifli detach- - 
ment returning unbroken to the Prince, 
informed him of their adventure; and at 
the fime time, though fear increafed not the , 
numbers, defcribed their enemies as exceed- 
ingly nurnerous. " Well then,** faid th^ 
Prince with great compofure, ^* let us con- 
** fider how we may fight them to the heft 
«* advantage, for againft number policy is 
♦* requifite f and agreeable to this maxim he 
took every precaution during the night to. 
fortify his camp. 

The 



The next momirig the Kijo^ of France* 
drew out his atnay iii battle arriajr ; he gave 
j^. command of the van to 'his Broth^t 
JPhilip Duke of Orleans, the caiter to ibis 
^m the Dauphin, who had his two younger 
Brodiers under him, and led the rear him- 
ielf, attended by his youngeft Sbn : when 
his tropps were formed^ he came to the 
front of the line mounted on a large white 
courfer; |ie then told thenv, thati as whilft 
they were at a diftance from th6 Engliflii, 
and in a place 'of fafety ^^ they ' were trohti- 
nually boafting of their proweis;*'^nd wish- 
ing to be infirm? againft them, he had nbvir 
brought them 'to tHe ftation they had ' fb 
often defired,^ and expe<3:ed they would 
'give him proofs that dieir e^eriiiefs was not 
Riere bravado, ^ ' ■ " 

- ' i . I • ^ 

^ Jle then ordered ti them to march ; but at 
t^% ijij^ant the Cardinal de Taierand?, Who 
had been fcnt by ifce Pope to be a qoediator 
between the contending nations, ihterpofed 
Ij^js^ good offices, and intreated the King • 
. L 3 that 



.tlut he- wowdftl halt a ;HK>ment, whll^ ha 
.hailened tp jthe Pripce of" Wakf,- and/ en- 

"*43^vodred to. prevent the' ;fpiiling fo ;nuch 
Chriiliaa bloods To this the French ;&&* 
.narch cou^itpd^ on -conditioa thathg woilld 
^quickly-, return 1 whichj .fhe Cardinal prp- 
,mifed to do^ and theii.:t|a{^ened to the. Eng- 
JKh, Prince,, whoni he... found armed at ;the 
,h"Bad of his^ men : the .Cardinal reprefente^ 
./to himthe-.d^n^ei: ^f hi^ifitu&jtion fmtotlvs 

;^eat.. fuppfiority ofhk fnenii^s, ai^ viJpgefl 

jMm. to proporfeis ' rather than. :a^*lt 

a peft^in del^uftion.,; - Th.^ Princ^,, (mi^le 

.,thBt r thp. ,pppre!?en^oi^s.. of ^ the.Eccldiaflic 
^W^rp , -wollf /o,unded, but at the fame Uirm 
fundapt^^f-iaiid jrefolute^ anfwered,^ tliat . hq 
-•V^a&.r^^dy.^pjaccept o^ any conditiQiis wi^ich 
were, n^ot inconfiftent with hi^ Qwn hono^ir 
and that of his country. His ExceUency 
.returned wjjtfc^. this cpmpdiaiit anfwcr ttrthe 
^Frenchf..Kiqg*^ ^d with'.niany argutme^ 
.pi-evaikd, pnbim to defer -the .attack till the 
t HfXt day.^ ^ The .Cardinal, :. as well as. all th<5 

. .PfielateSt.Qjf^.the eaun pf .R^ :W^ ex;i 

..-"'' ■ tr 
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tremcly attached to the Fiietich jiitodft; 
yet the moft tfetermined enemy could not 
have contrived a greater pitjudicc td their 
danfe than by this delay, as thePlriace 
during the night had time to ftrengthcn the 
.poA he had before judicioufly chctfen. ' 

• The negotiation however proved fniitlels ; 
for though the Prince offered to relxilquifh 
all the conquers be had made, to release 
without ranfom all the pnfoners fae^ had 
taken, and alfe to Iwcar that he would not 
bear arms in perfon againft die Frertch f&r 
feven years, yet the King infifted that he 
fiiould furrender himfelf a prilbner, with 
^'hundred of his principal Knights; on 
ihefe conditions only would be fufpend his 
\engeancei and allow the reft of thd Englilh 
forces' to retire unmoleffed. To thefe 
difhonourable propofels young Edward re- 
plied vfkh an air of indignatiori, " That 
V whatever was his fate, he coitld hot fo 
M far forget the refpeft that was due to bis 
^i Father's dimity and his own honour, as 
1.4 ^^to 



^\to tsLVC his life pn inglorious terms; no^, 
** poulcl he ever cpnfeiit that E^ngUuxd fhould 
" be pbiiged to pay a raiifom for hin^.'^ 
Pe theref9re rejeded therp as worfe than 
death. The Prince delivered this deternc^i-, 
riate anfwef to ^he Cardinal with. all the ,firQ 
of an exalted mind ; whilll: his troops,, by 
tlieir cheerful looks, exprefied. their §pproT 
bation, ^and^prom^fed Wni fypp^^^ 

3oQn aftfr the. s Prelate's departi^re, - a 
battle . ^.jppwiijg upiayoi^s^bk,! fv^rroundpd 
Ijv: his .general oifi.qers,; the Prince tjuu% 
h^rrangiifd his a^rnpj:. /'* I have .too oftefn-, . 
*' .my fiiends, had experience of your, cpur 
*Vrage, . tp . dovbt it at this time; fre^ 
** quentJy have I beheld ypti,> infpired ..by 
^'.the fpirit. pf , ypUjr .great anceftors, per* 
** fQrn^.fucbxle^^ds.ap prove you aye not in 
" the leaft degenerated frpm them; na la-. 
^' hour has ever appeared to be paipful to 
V. you> np fortr^ft impregnable,, no army 
** invincible, ,nO' jiujas^an power fonxiidablcV 
•! I now fee^ pn^yoy;- faqes ^^e^erous indigo 

!^ i^^,tipi\ 
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f^ nation at the contempt with which 'ybui? 
^* enemies treat the defendants of thole v^r 
*« liant heroes, who have pften foiled thcfe 
*' haughtj Frenchmen, have woi^ the Ifle 
*^ of Cyprus, overcoaae the Sariceas, 
^ obliged Scotland to receive their yoke, 
^* Wale^ to accept of their laws, ^ Ireland 
^*'to becdme ihild and tractable: repay the 
^* infult with ybur i\yords, and let them 
^' fee htfw dangerous it is to provoke the 
** truly hrave; let not daoAers^ terrify you; 
5* valoTir arid ileadinds will compeiifate fof 
^the thinnefs *of your ranH?, 'and a few 
f * undaimted hearts may^ be. able* tb;\with- 
^* ftand the attacks of a tumultuous hoft : 
** thefe brave Knights which furrodiKl^hic 
f^ will (hare with us in every * danger 1 
^^ therefore follow your ftandards with re- 
*^ foiiition, and doubt not of \yinning this 
'^*:day eternal rcnfiWHt" '"^ 

This fpeech i^jight appear like i|; bravado 

frotn^ • *liAoft any oAeir moMth ; but the 

Pffhfie pf Wj4«s*s modefly Is tdO^ >veU 

,0 known 
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icnowt) t<> pcjcmit ioch an interprptation ; 
0Ofthi^)9CCafip|i,,jivben his {\nzii arajy wa$ 
itt ^ai^et of.lwj>^iwpllpwed.up by jatmu^ 
ti^^ ]of fpest every method c^ aroufii^g 
thfmffmz^ to tb^ top of it§. bent, and by 
ikaOft nijean^ «i4e*ypuring to-fupply the de- 
ficknt|r;of th«Mr.»u«<ib«rs> was ccrtamly to 
be^ pwrAied. :Tbe : graateft GweraJis havte 
allowed^ that a, xecapitulation of the valiant 
9&asik^G£ tbtir anceflorsy or their own 
fonDgier atdueTett]«nts; is the moft prob^ld 
inc)d04»£ eaeptkig.aa army, to galknt deeds, 
wi .go£:saifing v^ z fpirii; Qf eij^ulation 
9i:noo|^ ihem* . It had the defired eficd ; 
eveiy appxefa^enibn was.. in 4 inoment dU*- 
pfilad.by this animated fpcech^ and his tnol 
fwak^ )with impatience, the approach of theij 
faeis4e«4 - 

The fituation which the Prince of Wafes, 
had chofen for the prefervation of his Uttle 
^atthy, (tewed his fxpertotefo in every military 
tnanteiivr* 5 ho had drawn up hb n^ea <in. 
a fhi^U ^plain (urrounded by vineyards an^ 

inclofiiresj^ 



'^ncldfures ;' fo that the-J'reiiefe fcould'otily 
attack him in front, an'd thkt^AilDtigh'^ 
narrow lane which wopld admit of no more 
^hdn four h^rffemen -a-brdaft : this uafar^ 

'|©<tificati<«i • #hieh ftii<roflrided hi*^ '^ttMjf, 
ke had ftfltngthened by sUt- 4aHn|| the tHJg;^ 
tiation cdriied oo-througk t^tCatf^jial i-'isA 
kad lined the hedges 'of- the- lane wit^^rck* 
m, whxy, . being them&lik^ffe^ frdttt tM* 
kftatiori, p6«ld take theit* a5n» ^v^itfe" cdnl* 
foi'^re<i he > ll^ ^Kb,- ih the lii^t;- Wflertd 

^^ Ldrd John Grielly,' Cif^uA''(iG'B}iSSi(r, 

'%o tnafth tiftder Covert of alhiU 'which k]^ 
to the righti with three Wr6drcd tnfeft'it 
Vtris,- aiid as tnany a/ch^V'th^'t^ &?ghi 

• h& 'ready- to MI on thft endAiyM Ihinlt String 
tfce tagagcment. •' He ha4 givfeh- riife iioM- 
mahd of the Van to the Earl <)/^ Wairwifck; 
the. reitr to Ae Earls of Salilbury ahd 
Saffolk, talihg-hSs own ffahd at the h^ 
jyf the ijitorti Body-. • tfie librds Chattd<fei 
•Aodley, and many othfer Wave ^n^ ^j^pen-* 
^nced Comraanders, wei« at ttie head of dif- 
i ; ferent 
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jfefent battalifliAS. In tiis pofxtiqii the Prinq?- 
fwraited. the attack. ^ . t. 

The French King, who was well.acT 
<^ain;te4 vith th^ fituatio^i pi the Eagliib, 
0r4^e4 the Mare&hals d'Endiregaaand Cle&r 
t»^^ 'ti> advance with a ftrong detachment 
of. men at ^ifci&^.iand endeavour to force 
their jiyay thr:Ough ; die lane i hut no foowc 
!Kr^€^tJ^y,efttefe4; Xh^n the Eaglifh arch-5 
prs made fuph ^i^vpck among then^, tixat^ 
'^S !^^<?w?^» ^^*^^ confvifion,. very few pe^ 
netrated l^o the plain/ ,andt thef^ .m^t with ^ 
"S^rarn^. a reception ^from the, n^n at ?trjmsJ^ 
that a. ihaaU nuniber only efc^e4 v one o:^ 
tfje;. jyjarefoh^ls yvzs.^ kill^, •j^nd the otbeiP 
t^ken prifoner;, ^he remainder of this ^d^ 
vanned, ^arty, .>yhoi,w^rq (lil| i^ thie Une, 
jiarrafled by the arrows p^^ tt^e Englifh 
^ffctprs' without being abje to. oppofe themj^ 
recoiled upon their own ^rffiy zp^ put eyery^ 
thing into confu^lidii* / ,^, ^ ; ^^ . ^ , a 

:; ^- •■'* ' I« 
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In this critical moment the Captal . if^ 
Bufche unexpededly appeared, and attacked 
ill flank the battalion that was led on by 
the Duke of Normandy^ which greatly 
added to the diforder. The Generals to 
whofe card the Heir of the French 'Mok 
liarch and his Brothers Were comrtiitted, 
too anxious for their charge, or intimidated 
at the refolution of the Englifli, carried them 
off the fieH, and {tt an example of flight 
to the whole drvifion. The Duke of Or- 
leans, feized with a fimilar panic,, ima-*. 
' gining from the flight of the Dauphin's^di- 
vifion that every thing was bft^ thought ^it 
prudent to found a retreat ; but as he coyld. 
not long preferve an^ order in retiring, his^ 
intended retreat was likewife foon changed 
into a flight. ./ 

Th? Lx)rd John Chand|Q$, .fedqg.the.vaia 
p£ the French wholly defeased, and their- 
jhain body difbrdered, called put to.the^ 
PriAcG of Wales that the day wds won, and 
luivi&d him imn^ediately to march forwir4 

ai^a 



ikA^ tttack thb ^ivifion und^ tha^King! 
Us^Mighndfs neediagiio iblkkatioii mounted 
iais iidiie, and boldly advancing^ fell with 
greai impetuofity on (bine German brigades 
ufeder the command of the Counts of Naflau^ 
SaJit{b«rgh, and Nejdo, pofted in front of 
the King's battalion. A dreadful encounter 
liOflnr 'Cfifued/ in which the Prince even ex-» 
tedded the ga4Untry he had ^ ihewn at 
CtxSyi at length the three German Ge* 
n^rals, with the Duke of Athenes, Con- 
flable erf* France, being flain, that body of 
cafrairy gave way,*i4itd left the King's divi-i 
fiott expofed to ail the fiiry of a vidorious 
eneilay . ^ 

• The French Monarch having been told 
that 'his Sons and his Brother had withdi'awn 
from the battle, declared aloud, That for his 
pait he Would not quit the field though his 
whcrfe »mj|h fh^uld forfeke him; and in^ 
deed it is ^llewed^ diat he performed '^that 
iby (he 'daty'df ^ valiant 'Knight : had his 
Viiror heen-fecoftdbd hy c^ Vfourfli'^ait 
-/ 7 of 



I ^7.5 J 

of his troops^ fucoefs nrafl have emvttmik 
hijs t£bn% to retrieve th^ honour of the day i 
h^MJ^ug^ oia foot iirith! a wa^aty axe of 
.^\ in his hand, which he inan^;ed Witii 
gpeat dexterity and re&lu4iion c his ymingeA 
Sim Philip, at that time sot fourteen yeara 
old> fought coarageoufly by his fide: he 
\VM& alio furi^Qunded by many Taiuint 
l^nighl;$, who endeavored to defend thdr 
Soverdign ; ^Ltnon^ others the Duke cf 
Bourbon, the Lord of Pons, the Count ^ 
¥aniadour, the Lord J<An of Artois, and. 
Sk Euftace de Ribemont, in4io had bceit 
vanquiihed by King Edward at Calais, and 
relea(ed by him without ranlbm as a reward 
for his courage. 

On the part of the Engliih, the Pt5nc6 
of Wales was no lefs conipicuous for his va*" 
lour than for his ilation and quality ; per« 
fprmiag not only the duties of an expe*- 
xienced and careful Comnaander, but alio 
tl^ofe of au appr<)ved ;md^ valiant Knig^ t 
im , Nobles lifcert^ife behaved with uncbm*^ 
> taoQ 
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fifl^on hnrveiy and reiblotion, pvticulirly -^ 
Lqrd John Chandps, who^ for his cours^ 
and CQndu£t merited the greatefi encomii}m6» 
But it is impoffiblc to recount the many 
noble exploits of the Engjifli Nobility ;; the 
Earls of Oxford, Salifbury, aud Suffolk . 
rendered themfelves famous by their great 
atchieyements ; and the Earl of Warwiijft 
fought fo longhand with fuch fury,^that 
his battle-axe cleaved to his hand ; the Lor^ 
Audeley fought all day among the thickeft 
of his enemies, performing many gallant 
deeds, and receiving many deep wounds f 
notwithftanding which he. could not.be pre- 
vailed on to leave the field till towarjds the 
conclufion of the battle, when his 'Squires 
carried him by force to an adjacent mea- 
dow, where^ tiiey carefully difarmed him,I 
and binding up. his wouods, refrefhed him 
as well as they could : thefe gallant Knights^ 
were well fupported by thpfe of ^inferior 
rank, more efpecially by the archers^ .ivho 
behaved thenafelves , with wonderful -cpn-^ 
ibncy and alacrity; fcQm, them all. the. 

French 
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i^^rench divifiwis recelred their firft foil, for 
being galled and diiinayed by their arrows^ 
they were eafily broken by the men at arms# 

Th6 battaliott of French under the com* 
maud of the King^ which ftill kept its 
ftation, was fiiperior in number to the 
whole Englifli army, and compofed of the 
flower of that nation; but the Prince of 
Wales and his undaunted troops, though 
greatly fatigued with the toils of the day, 
boldly attacked this frefli and numerous 
divifion : the fuccefs which had hitherto 
attended their arms fupported therti under 
this apparent difadvantage, and kept their 
hopes alive: the fight now became def- 
perate^ and for a while was well main- 
tained on both fides ; for the French King's 
prefence and example animated bis.meq 
with uncommon refolution ; only troops ac^ 
ctlftomed to conqueft, and led on by their 
beloved prince^ could have withftopd fuch 
intrepidity; ^however after a ftout refiftanc^' 
this laft divifion of the French was alfo 
^ ' M broken. 



lirbkeii, and a great flaugKter fenfued. * ^The 
t)uke of Bbiirbon, the Vifcouiit Chaldhs, 
the" Lord of Argentum, and fifty Nobleiii^n 
of the higheft quality, breathed their i^ft 
on this well-difpxited field J even Sir Eiittace 
de Ribemont, who, had fo brarelyencouh- 
tered King Edward, could not withftaiid 
the potent arm of his Son. '^ 

The forces which fought imrriediately 
under the royal banner of France were fijll 
fo nuroierous^ aiid difputed the point lb welt, 
that for a tiipe they remained impenetrat/e, 
and atoned for the cowardice of their coun- 
trymen J but the EngUfh and (jfafcoii 
Lords at length broke their way through 
^this copqpaft phalafiX and reached the King r 
the jcoyal ftandard Was beaten down, and its 
bearer, the valiant Lord iGeoiFrey Chariji, 
(lain. This circumuance feemed to, Be. a; 
, fignal for a general flight, and tKofe who 
could efcape fle4 with* precipitatipn" inta 
Poifkiers. ' ' ' " *; ^ ^^ 

' i' ''.J ' ' 
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, : jih the. firft breaking of. the Cofps: that 
fe^oirckd his Majefty, the Lord Jatoes.pf 
Bourbpn^ . Cqui>t 4e Ponthieu ; Lord John 
ifif Artois^ Count d|Eu; , and GJiarles Jiis 
Brother, ;^ Count de Tankerville, were taken 
fffiipuers by the Captal de Bufche ; and 
maiiy other .Knights furrendered themfelves 
to the moft advanced of the Englifh No- 
bles. Impelled both by the love of glory 
and of gain, the attention of every peribn 
.,nov7 appeared to be only engaged on taking 
J the King : thofe who knew him called Out 
/\o him to furrenderj but Sif Dennis de 
Morheque, a Knight of Artois, who had 
left France on account of a murder he had 
comrpitted at St^ Omers, arid who had 
Served .King Ed^yard about five years, by 
Bis fuperioi,- ftrength making. way to his 
MajVfty, deiired hirp fo '^ yield /. ^' T^o 
*' whom (hall I^ furrender' myfelf ?" faid 
' the King, '^ Where is my Couftu the Prince 
Vt .Qf "Wales ? to him alone 'would I wi{h 
*"' to fubmit?';*' The Prince,'^ replied dei 
Morbeque, *' is at a diftance; I am iiiyfeif 
M 2 *' a Knight, 
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^f 9t Knight, m4 will Gondu<a you to him.*^ 
On ' which the King gave him his right- 
hand gpnntlet^ faying at the fame time^ 
"Unto you I yield myfelf/^ This not 
^pearing fatisfedory to feveral who h^d 
naade up to the King before Sir Dennis^ 
there was ftill a great tumult and crouding 
about both him and . his youngeft Spii 
Philip, who had Ihared his Father's for- 
tune, and his Majefty was taken by force 
from de Morbeque. It appears that Johii 
de Pelham (afterwards on this account 
l^nighted) was tlie firft that came up to the 
King, and laid hold of his belt; but $ir 
Roger de la Warre got pofleflion of his^ 
fword.. In commeriioration of thefe fei;- 
vices, and the honour thus attaiiied, the 
defcendants c^ Sir John de Pelham ufed the 
buckles of a belt For th^r arms/ and thofe 
of Sir Roger de la Warre the chape of i 
fwprd. 

, The Prince of Wales^ who had been 
carried away yi pinrfuit of the flying encniy 



to a considerable diftance from tliis ibahe^ 
{indlng the greateft part of the field deaf, 
had ordered a tent to be pitched, where he 
repofed himfelf after the toils of thd battb. 
His firft inquiries were relative to the King of 
France ; bu)t not being able to hear any 
tidings of him^ he difpatched the Earl of 
Warwick and Lord Cobhanj to learn hh 
fate: thefe Lords had* not gone fer beforfe 
they eipied a body of troops hurrying along 
in feeming diforderj in the nudft' of thefe 
was the French King, in the greatefi ha- 
zard of his life, for the Englifti and Gaf- 
coigners having by force torn him 'from 
Sir Denis de Morbeque, they wer$ quar* 
reiling among each other about their title to 
die royal Prifoner ; and fame eve^i threat- 
ened to p\it him to death rather than give 
up their pretentions. To avoid the danger 
which threatened him, this unfortunate 
Monardi was obliged even to ufe intreaties : 
** Contend not thus warmly about me, 
•^ brave Knights," faid he, *^ but condudt 
^f me and my Son civilly to the Prince my 
M 3 ^^ Coufm, 



^y Coufin, and concern hot yourfelvcs who 

;*^it. Was thdt took me, for I am a Kin^, 

**' and able to enrich you' all/' Thefe 

words foinewhat pacified them ; and the two 

XrOfds arriving at the fame time, prefer Vfeij 

him from any further indignities : they 

immediately commanded, in the Prince's 

omme^ -that? no one ihouM approach the 

Kin^s perfon ; and thfsn paying him the 

■homiage due to a Sovereign, they condxiftfed 

him and: hik Son, with gre^t ji^^edt, to die 

PrirtCc*s tent, * -^ . .^ 

• It is mw that the brijghteft part of this 
•young hero's chara<9:er' opens to. us.. : His 
Partial .atchievements have* probably been 
equalled, but that humanity, moderation, 
and cpurtefy which difc0v^ed iffelf in him 
at Ci> early an age (fpy hfe had not yet 
reached his twenty-jfeventh ♦year) renders 
his charadter URriva^ed, and hi? name 
immortali ■• . *, - . /> ., r? 
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V. ,;The^^,firft: i^ipulies of hjs, hyinanc h^ajrt 
kd. ibim to jeaquirp after , the., vanqui/hed 
<Kj^0g^; the next aftec his own friends and 
.Cfimp^ions- Whilft the two Lords were 
t^xeputing his commands^ he aiked thoie 
^^bout him if thby. could give him any in- 
;;t^lig€pce rf lati^ire to thofe Knights who were 
At^feait, and had diftinguifhed themfelves in 
^the battle, - particularly after the Lo^ 
?Aiyfcley; being told he was grievoufly 
'^^.iKrainided'^ and in a litter hard by^ the Printe 
exprefled great concern for him^ and feiit 
two Knights to ice if he was able to be 
brought to his teut^ declaring at the fame 
:lfime, that if liis wounds woyld not pernjit 
•thjs,vhje would readily wave all ceremony 
fand.W2ftt.on. bimv Lord Awd^dty^ fenlibly 
^:flifFe£ted by the , Princei'§. gar^ aud conde- 
-ifceciiorr, oi^pred his ferv^nts . to bear him 
'ia bis littjer to the place where his Highnefs 
was :, when /he wgs. brought intp his pre- 
fence, the Prince tenderly embraced him, 
and endeavoured to cheer him by the kindeft 
isxpreflions, •* I greatly honour you, Sir 
M 4 '' James/' 



<f J^ob/* h* criady ^f for the Talokur you/ 

^f have ihewntbw day; -yott have atcbievech 

^.the grace luid/anown from.ys nil; /J^ 

*> therefore netain you as ipniy KD^tr4^ 

^Vto enable you to puriiueJthe t£a£k in isdiidif 

^' you fo much exceU ,1 affiga you a yearly^ 

^' xevenuo of five huodrod mdrks out crfi my 

^/ h^itage^ jn Eiigland." Lord. Auddtey 

iJjank^:^ Pripce^ias .well as hisn feeble co»* 

ditiu>|\ woul4 allowi for ;thi$ mar]^ <ff hm 

favour 5 ari4 retired i bvt to fliew thtit no moh 

tives byt tbpfe of , honour aijd loye for his 

prmce and ]ii$ country h^d influenced : his 

poble foul, ; he imnjedial^ly tragsfert^d the ^ 

donation to his four 'Squires. The Prince 

hearing of this generous proceedingf,. afld 

jpleafed with the fpirit of jhis ]U)«lflufl, as 

it coxrefponde4 wi^h jus pwq ejwafed i^^ 

timents, thapked him ,for fp firopof ^a^.agf 

plication of his gift, and fetfled fix )^\ii:^ 

dred n^arks a year ijppre upon bipa^, , , . , . .. .^ 

/ ./ ,. .:-. . •__ ,y'. .• • ... / ■■.:: , TT-'a 
. , tord Audejf y ^^yas ff arpely idpp^itetl frooa 
the Prince'^ ten|t thjaa tjl^e Earl Qf Warwick 

returned, 



f 



f^Hnrpdff ^^^ Iprefented the French Kttig 

Ij^ y m.' -" Ymihg Edward received the cap^ 

t|ve: Mpn^r^h wkh the iame reverence and 

)fe%e^ 9^.if h(B: had approached him in his 

^Uldf): ipleiuJor^ and cpinLquered him agiatin 

^ilh arnis njiore penetrating than th&^ fwDrd 

£^ ipear, by his moderation and princely 

{QCHbitdy ; he immediately ordered fome re<r 

ijpeChniiatitA to be &t before his Majefty, £Qi4 

inJftead Qf afluming daat fuperigrify which 

t^ hiid' acquired by coiiqueft^ ierved him 

lp(imM£ wit:h great humility ; $dmii4.fteriiig^ 

gt the feme time every confolation to him 

t^t hisiitu^tion would admit of. 

^ At night he caufed a hiagnificent iiippet 
Ito ^he pg^vidied in his payilion for thfc 
JPrench King, and thcie of h|5 prifoners 
whofe quality entitled* them to dais prece^ 
ditttje: he obliged the Kiiig to lit iii his 
own chair of ftate, and his Ion Philip by 
him^ th)e Counts de Ponthieu, d'£u, and 
^> ^atd^rvi^ie^ bcbg aU of the blood «>yal, 
M ^ts tft the lame t^bic; many Ldrd^ 
- and 
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alitJ Knights briiiferior' dcgpet fkt ii ether 
tables r and'diiring flipper thfe Prmce df 
Wales 'Would fulfet n6 perfon tb ftt^t the 
King but hirafelf, notwithftanding> hh 
Majefty's intreaties *ta the t contrary. • fl6 
fendeavottf^ ta raife the Ipirits of his mbqjjtAI 
Frif6!ief , by treating him in the moft* hvirh^ 
hit and refpedtful manner t and When : he 
(Kil perceived by the Kingfs countemfaCft 
that helcontuiuedidejeQed, with a benejro^ 
icnce arid ^enjerofity not. to be paralleled he 
thus ^^drefledhim-: ^^ There is no caiife, 
** Sir^ that fo brave and valiant a Monarch 
*> Ihould be thns troubled and penfive, . ai- 
^f though at this time your arms have not 
J*; been favoured: by the i great :DifpO(fe5r of 
?^.* events ;' fiicccfs does notah|j^s attend 
ftrdefert ;>/i>utyour valour is. acknowledged, 
H' youu dignity vilMl pte&rved^ and -y^ur 
^f Majefty held*lacredi: .your great Prqge*- 
/^^initbra have atchieued nuny! glorious, ten^ 
^^ terprizcss bo(th..by fea and. land.;: the t tor 
: ^ |diite of cMcry part of , Europe haVc -pt^- 
*^cla!i<9«Jdiltf vi^ri^a c^fiFrancet. aftdin 
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♦^ the Eaft,^ %he faith and gr^deur of: thp 
^f Cbriftian nama haye been propagated .afi4 
fj^. (defended by your Predeceffora againft^th? 
^Mnoft puiflbnt Captains qf the Infid?l$j 
^'^ |)erhaps among fa many triumphs a Jfcw 
** 43attks have proved unfucccfsful ; the 
^> well-known inftahility of Fortune, which 
^^' fonaetimes baffles the force of multitudes^ 
^f Ixas lb order^ it; but it lids in y<?u|r own 
^ pmftr to 'foppprt ypurfdf under ^ jrour 
.^* p^iefent adverfe fete^ and^ to Jceep youi: 
v.* * mind ftill unconquered : nor fliair this 
. ** day detraft any thing from your glory; 
^ a^ the jrealmL of 'France has product and 
5** nourilhed many of my xProg^tors, it 
*^ (hall ever find me grateful^ and mindful 
'f* df my origin; and yom:...Majefl:y {hall 
,(♦ glways meet ia me, if .you- will permit 
*^^me to gloiryan the title, ?in hlimble and 
' *i^.refpeaful Kinfman. There are many 
^ ^ reafiMia ^ which render a friendly laoioii 
^^ betweeit' yout' Majefty and the King my 
"^'Father defiralile:: I truft they will prqye 
H efficacious^^j for, as I well know the fti6ft 

.^^ fegret 



I 
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^^ fecret thoughts and afFeftions of his mind, 
<* lam iadsfied you will eafily come to an 
^^ .^ccomxnodatic^ with him : for my owp. 
.*f part, may he refufe to acknowledge me; 
^* few: his Son> when I ceafc to hold you in 
^* the fame degree of honour and refpe^t I 
.♦* owe to his la?red peribn */* 

Thus did this godlike Prince endeavour to 
difpel die melanfehojy which clouded the 
brow of his illuftrious Prifoner ; and by re-^ 
calling to his retpembxance the warlike deeds, 
of his An^eftors, ftrive to take off his at- 
tention from the prefent adverfe ftate tcj( 
which he wa? reducedr WitK an exemplary^ 

* The fubftaftcc of this corifolatory addrefs Is given la" 
Du Chcfne, p. 678, Paul J£myl p. 287', snd ilolliiigtr 
ihead's Eog. Chron» p. 960, which leayes no room to 
doubt of its authenticity. The Princc'a youtl^^ bis 
triumphant iituatioD, and the uncommbn delicacy of 
fentiment it cbntains, may other wife lead ks to attribute<> 
k to vhat propeofity of many of ,t\ie aficlent Hiftoria^?^ 
to infert in their Works romantic fpe^ches and a^lioos, 
wbidi have, no r^al foundation, and are only credible' 
atl they^correfpo?tdjvitfi tlxe manors oif the age. 

greatnefs 
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greatnefs of mind he forbore to make ^njjt 
ftiention of his own glorious Atchievementsi^ 
though it is natural to fuppofe he was not 
at that lime cooled from the fury of flio 
battle^ and muft be elated with the greateft' 
fuctefs that ever crowned the arms of any 
General. The ambitious views o^ his Fa- 
rther ^ on the crown of France were loft in 
the prefent wifh to give comfort to the dc- 
jdfted poflfeffor of it : the partial diftindions 
of ''friend and foe were extirpated both from 
his difcourfe and behaviour, by that truly, 
chriffian benevolence which no Prince ever 
piffefled in a mSre eminent degree, and 
ivcithout which his charader might' have 
fieen indifcriminately mingled with the herd 
of Conquerors^ born only for th^ dsifknxOdQn 
0f mankind* ^ . . 

This courteotts deraeano\jr hgd a vi/ible 
€^£t on the grateful mind of die Fwricb 
Monarch, who has been lio lefs celebrated 
for hi$ many vbtues thaa four hi» luisforfi 
tunes : though vanqtuiHeiil lai^ k prifgiie]!'; 

he 
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;^lie4id! not forget tbat he was a King.; he 
^hank^ the Prince for the attentiou he; paid 
to his diflreiTea, and affuroi him that ]^e 
thought it Qo diminution of his honouj:^^fo 
be conquered by fb brave and noble an 
enemy ** His Majefty ipoke but feldom 

during 

* This courteous behaviour of the Prince of Wales 
towards his royal prifofier, being tfcpt dented to the PoptJ 
by (the Cardinal of Perigort, his Holioefs vrrote two letters 
to the Prince ; from one of which the following extract 
is taken, and dontirms the genera] account of his modjb* 
rition arid cleiaebcy : ** Innocent the Bifhop, {^rv^t 
•* of the fervants of God, to Edward Prince of Wales^ 
** eldeft Son of our moft dear Son in Chrift, the illuf- 
'* trions King of England, greeting, and apprtolic bene-* 
<* diftion. Our reverend Brother Talarand, Bifhop of 
** Alby, Nuncio of the apoftolic Sec, wrote onto us by 
*' his letters, that you coBfirming and enhancing the 
** nobility which yod derive frofh your flock, by your" g^-' 
** nerofity of foul, ^nd the exercife of your virtues, hav0 
"entertained hini with fuch honours and fuch favours 
<* as became a Son to exhibit to his Father in Chrift j 
^ and that (which ii gfeater than all thefe) preparing 
*' your mini equally 'for aB events, and not bcifig puffed 
** up with any profperity of fucceflcs, but always tnorfl 
«* humble in the fight of the Lord your God, attributing 
*« all unto him from whom you have received all, yOtf 
<^ dp gracioufly allow to our dear Sou in Chrift, John 

•• tho 
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;t!ufirig the i*e|^ajft, ahd ■ then ohfy fliort arid 
*dbligttig feiiterice^ 'to the Prince, who cMt-* 

tintib^ to W2(it ori'him'till it was finifliefl. 
'I&ut 'the^ French Nohlc^ eduld not coritiairt 

theif ' aflniiration at luch uncommon h\i- 
'ifiHity In fd young a Conqueror : overcome 
^ty this elevation of mind, more than by 
. tlfieir . late cjefeati they burft into tears of 
joy, and dwelt untired on his praifes. All 
Jffie Efnglifli and Gafcon Knights, imitating 
thfir generous example' fet them by their 
"5 Prince^ treated their Captives with great 
'l[^unianity, and difmiffed them oh moderate 

raiJifoins* 



,^/\ the illuftripus Kidg of France (whom tte event of war 

** h^th.brought into your prifon) that hpnqur which bclot^ 

^,f[^ (o great a Prince : upon which account, returning 

** imto your Highnefs our deferved praifcs, and hoping, 

i^ undoubtedly, that the omnipotent God, who iath 

^^ reJ^eB unto tbe lovjfyy but knoweth the proud of air (ff^ 

"^^will beftow on you more abundantly ind freely the 

'** grace of his behediftion, Sec." Daf. Avcn. V. Nod. 

'^hSioh, anno Pi>ntif. IV. ,6dor Hainal. Epift. Secret. " 

r-'-T --.•-. .;; .-,- -,.... • ,. v'v.,.. •^■■,': ■,.., This 
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. /Xhk eyorffnejtn^rjibje ViOmy^ termed 
^ bitttle of Ifoidiersv wa& qbtaiiied q^ th^ 
lunetce^ith 4ay of September ^ f 35 6, begin<^ 
nbg about wne ia the xnojrning^ and eliding 
a^lktle after xxoan* Thwe wer^flaia ia it^ 
according to bodi the French ,^ad th<? 
Englilh accounts, the/ chief aud ^noft va- 
liant of the Nobility, of France, aoaiong 
whoip were two Dukes,, nineteen Counts, 
and fix thqufand men at; arms, exclufwe of 
the meaner fort^, who. were reckoned at 
eight th9uland more. The flaughter was 
much lefs here than, at Creflyj the Englifh 
forces being not a third fo jiumerous ; and 
the Prince of Waljss was /anwilliiig to con- 
tinue the purfuit^too long^. for fear of ha*, 
zarding the vi^ory^ as hi^ foes were (o 
abuo4ant. When the prifoners wefe .gsoI- 
ledled together {hipy^ amounted to twice the 
njji»ber :rf. the Engliih army ; Jh^y there- 
fore rcleafed -many of them knniediately, 
after, fixii:^ n faialJi 1^9^^ y^J^^ (^P^^ ^^^ 
rqpeWipg.no other fegurity Jthan their pro-i 
awfc to remit it before Chriftmas to their 
6 , Captora 



t!a^tof s at fiourdeau* : hut feftiainitlg; tnat 
ters of the field of battle, they were all 
enriched by thfe !poil they foiirid upoii It; 
fi>r the French, confideht of fucCefs, hdd' 
decorated' fheir horfes and thdtnfelves with 
th^r heft furniture and apparel, that thtfy 
jriiight celebrate theit vi&bry' with the 
greater pomp : the prifbners alfb, though 
their ranfbms v^ere fixed at a low rate, 
brought in cpnfiderable fums. Every on< 
was allowed to apply to his own ulie thd 
money he received' for the cdptives he had 
takeit ; the Frtocih Moharch, hi^ Son, and 
thofe whole i^edcmptipn exceeded ten thov-* 
Ulnd crowns only excepted, a? fuch belonjged 
by the 'few 0/ arou to the Klii^* 

Early the next morning after the battle, 
the Prince ordered 'tiis army to be drawn 
up, and on tlie field ^^^Lereits protedion had 
been fb coiilpicuous, caufed thanks to be 
publicly rendered to Heaven fbr their fignal * 
deliverance* Among Jhls liiatty virtues and 
amiable qualities, an unaTOaed^iety held 
" '■ • N*^' ^ -not 
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not a fecoQjdary jilace ? ijoft^d ,pf yauijitij^g 
himfelf oa his great .prqwe^,; and pridiijg 
lijmielf in his yiftories, Jie. was Aot afhamfd 
to attribute his fuccefs to the int^rpqfiti^n 
of a fuperior Power, and pid^licly to ofer 
up his grateful acknowle<^|nents : this^ hu- 
mility diffufed itielf through every action, 
and gained him the love and efteem of-thofe 
who were witnefles to.it^ with -thje^.^f^co- 
miums of . iucceedmg ages* , ^ : . » ^- .. 

., Having pllowed his army a proper tlp^e 

for their ;-ej&-e(hm.ent, he prepared to cpn- ' 

tinue his, march.,, hitent on the fecurity.pf 

his royal prize, and the (poil his troops had 

acquired. Thus did Edward . the Bla(fk 

Prince (naw doubly dy/sd black by the terror 

.p£ his arcns^.,.as^ Froiflart, expreffes it;) .^ter 

. another ~ fuccpftful expedition, march.. ^ki- 

furely ,b^ck, ,and. arrive^ crp^vned with lio- 

nour at his chief city of Bourdeaux: the 

ipxtravagant joy aiid triumph, the funaptupus 

Teafts, and igleiKlid pageants,, with wlu9h 

,thi^ vidpriQus prince and his gallant troops 

were 



( ^ 

t '^5 1 



'vkt^ feceived4l4to that- 'city J kreTcatcfely to 
"lie iiiiagined cdT defcnbed^ ' Fironi hdice the 
PHnde wl^dte letters to tlie Kihg his Father, 
giviiig-hirii a ftiH but modeft account of his 
fu'cdefs, ' and prdmifing the next fpririg to 
ntteiid^iirs royal Prifoner to England* ' ' 

* Whilft; he retnaiited at Bftilrdeaux he was 
«iiployefel in decidhig various differences 
about the French prifoners't thofe he de- 
signed, to carry with him to England, which 
the Giafcoignet's laid ckiril to, he paid them 
the ranfom for ; aniong thefe were Philip 
the French King's Son, the Count de Pon- 
thieu, -and feveral other NobletiienV he alfo 

^ iieatd before him the pretehfions of Sir Dennis 
de Morbdjue to the perfon of the King 6f 
France J arid notwithftanding Sir Dennis 

'%ewed the gauntlet the King had given 
hini, a "^Squire of Gafcoignf, named Ber- 
nard dfe Tfoutes, averi^ed that he had mor« 
t^aibn to claim the honour of taking 
the royal Prifoner, und thereupon chal- 
lenged him; but the Prince commanded 

' ' N 2 them 
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them both, on pain of 1ms difpleafure, Jiot 
to proceed, bci»g detcitaincd to leave' ilie 
decliion of fb intricate an afikir to the King^ 
his* Father : hov/ever, on the French Kingl^s 
declaring in fiivour of Sir Dennis, the g6* 
nerous PriiKe fecretly gave him two tlioti- 
find nobles to enable him to fuppott^tlifc 
dignity he had acquired, till he Ihould ar- 
rive at the Englifh court ; and the next year, 
when King Edward had determia^ the 
caufe in his favour, the Prince gave him 
fivethpufand crowns of gold more as a te- 
i^rard -for rfiit fervieej; for though the ho- 
.nour W*ft decreed' to \Am^ yet the Kingffe 
rauibm.being "above the ten thdufand crowhs 
ilipulated by the military laws, the Knight 
was not entitled to it. 

So mfiiiy French Noblie^in hdag Son. 
or t^ea prifoners at the lat» battle, there 
remained but few ftbb to manage the affair^ 
t>f that kingddm^ /The * Dauphin, nc^ 
about dghteen years of ng^^ natutally aC- 
fumed the 'royal j)dwer;dtlriiig his FaAeft 
^. — -^ dsiptivity; 
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^captiyily Ji^but though endowed witlv ex^- 
psil^ ahilities, he poflfeffed neither the ex- 
^ricflce or authority necef&ry to defimd a 
natiojiji affailed* at once by foreign powers^ 
^an4ihaken by interaal fa^ons. In order to 
;Q|>taia iupplies he aflembled the ftates cf 
ihe kingdom ; but inftead of fupporting his 
adxuittiftration, they laid hold of the pre- 
3eat opportunity to demand limitations of 
[the Prince's power, and a renewal of thofe 
rights jth^:^^PPo^^^ ^9 have been infringed 
by his Predeceflbrs : a fcene of confuiion 
conlequently enfued, and France experi- 
enced for fome inonths all the hoi^rprs at* 
^mdmfi on anarchy. . . v ' ( 

The provinces of Languedoc and Cham<« 
jp?igne , alone , feemed ?e^: tp Icontribut^ to- 
<l«aids the King'sire^tmptic^ ai^ithe exigenocs 
.Hof.:4||jer^4^^;, jdfemblediby/«hcTEarl of Ar- 
]|KignaC|; • thi9( ? Kipg^s LiautfenaniS in ' thdfc 
$art^i* tj^y. agr^d ,JQ; pay ^eir .quotas in 
fqof^Yfi ^. t<j,faifer %€qthp^n4;men ; at 
tbf f^e time they ifliied out an ordonnance, 
N 3 forbidding 
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forbidding the ixipn ; to >Pfczx- any precioa:^ 
furs or . rich ftnfFs j , and lordering . thfit ali 
thfe Ladies : fhould lay afide tha gorgeous atr- 
tire of their heads, and wear: neither p^dj^ 
gpld, nor filver about thcdr clothea, oTfUfidK^ 
their girdles, fp long as their King lhtait4 
remain a prifoner: and further to..4?ft^y 
their unhappinefs on ^ccou^t of the public 
calamity, tlipy laid j^fide aU banquet?, eor- 
tertainments, dances, and ev^y Other dis* 
vejrlion dtiqiig his paptiyity, But..th^ 
^udiihle regulations weire of no 'f5fi«i9i, a$ 
moft'pf the other provinces entered into.thp 
vi^ws of tl)e . metropolis, whofe Provoft^ 
fupported by feveral thouf^nd artificers,, fle^y 
three of the : Dauphin's Counfellors in his 
prafence, ^ahd' were J?eady to (hake qff^ aU 
regal authority, n . . .. ^. 

Dyrlng thi^ confufi<>n jir the Dauphinfs 
aSVirs, King Edward feerhed to have miflc4 
ji fijyouraMe oppprtunity for pyfhing his cpnr 
Queft§5 but the-fl^te of the Englilh finances 
^gyjd iio^. ^l prefent permi:!: him tQ -pia^e 
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any regular, or continued effirfts. It lias ' 
been: afib* efteemed bad policy in ' the Prince 
cf^Wates to keiep the French King and rfie 
otfefer :prifohers "fo long at Bouirdeaux; 
^feei^by more 'than a year was Ipent in 
jj^ieafdre and inafitivity ; but a ruoiour hav- 
i5^4sfcen fprtadi' that the three eftates by 
which the kingdom of France was then- go- 
vemedi had vi^ws of rfefcuing their King 
on his pai&ge to England v it was neceflary 
^ iftiouid raife a fleet fuflScient tb convey 
MnxrWith fafety. This^ and the dangers 
o£^ a winter's voyage, retarded the Pitnce 
tflt^tiie^ tweniy-fourth of April- following, 
near feven months aftei* the faattlle'of Poic- 
tlersy when he fet fail for England: on the 
fiftKlof May he fended at Sandwleh, from 
whence, after a fhort ftay tairefrefh him- 
felf and his companions from the fatigues of 
the Voyage, he -proceeded on tlie twenty- 
fourth tol4ond(to«, ' 

r?Siri :H^nry Pieiird, then Lord Mayor, 

iwragTCommauded by^the King to prepare for 

N 4 their 



[ 26© ] 

their itdeptlon in the iripftd[iimouiable,ajaR^ 
ifer { mi in Southwark dbgr wece. ipet hj ii 
t^iftlifeud of tbfi Citizen^ pn^:hQi:fefc»ckt. 

p^l^ v^ff motiiited.Qa ^ laage. white. c®jjf)(#r, 
iij tokeu-of So^eieignty^: whilft feisgjeQerP.VS, 
Conqueror, ynth. hh ufij^l tf)CKle% andnifti; 
paralleled greatnefs of foul, rqde byjs'hi^. 
fi(b on. a little blacld hcvf&'r iRdttOriouflj^ 
^Vpidiug. jcvery appearance of triunq)!!, 'fl*^ 
toplji.theHi W^X oyer.Londcp Bridg?, afi4 
ladpi^ire^y ^q Weftrninfcer, j^nd jc^ the, 
ftpeets rthrqugh whiph tl^ . pjj^ed ?^e Gt- 
tij^en* 4i%fexed.;their pjat^ t9,pefla;^,i, and 
yaluaWV oi3i?meotsi but ^ey ipore parti-r 
culariy aqpj^'th^r jvarlike ^niture, as 
fuit3bli?^tft. |he.-p?i;^i(jn, ^u4 ^feffiye j)f 
tteir: tnumphwt joy. The cSQcquilSe Qf 
pec^l?) feehold ifek ;WQQflWRffn %^t wi§ 
fo great, that tjje pnoceffion pontinued froni 
^ye p'clofk inthe mprain^'lill i^n, gbout 
whifh tirne the^Pj^hce? gW: 'td Weftmki^erW 
hjjll , whp^P h^ prefented ^6 tlie Kipg ^^ 
fjither, tbei} fitting in grc^t ^ate pn a royal 
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(hnsm^* tl9 peribtL 0^ K^ Jdbn H$ prk 

ad^^MSdnf ^^O'laeer him^ r^vedJbiiQ wt$b:^ 
tb^ fab^ eotir^ 9^:if be l|a4 teen aiiet^ 
bouritig; PocacitKb& voiuptariif cpipe to ps^ 
)iSi$ |i jgrie»i01y v]f^ iie then eaabmcoi 
bii S0i;i, aq€ publidjT tb^jiked binx fi)r, ib9 
ftkvic^i be had done the kiT^dom; i^ 
Vttnch al};the people Joined witb tbe loud^ 
;^laQiat»0iQ|Sf Tbe ^ng condudiB^ tbq 
^jr with a ijd^ifke&t efitemiiifneDi:, onxl 
ordered ^partm^nfe for the pHiicipal of his 
ciptiv^s in bis own pjllape,^ till the S^vcy ^ 
pO\^ld l»e pirpp^red'fpr th^r fc^f^amr' ^ 

^^ Nieyer was Joy c^ie ifeoerer^andi.iott 
Jboxriided thSan that whi A ^ difRlfed. icfclf 
(J^itEhagbr the tvhele n^oii^dii' ' ^^b^gloriaiit 
^afioa s and th^ rejoid^^^hv^e cQfitim»d 

' ^^bf 8ft«^ at fh^tfiit^ms 1^ noUe Arndtor^ bi- 
loDg'ng to Ite^flry .Df^ of Ijwiifaftcr ; . but thc,li|fft 
founder beiDg Peter p^rl of Savo^, i% retains his oame to 
■d>is#ajr' -^ '"~^;' •;-^'- ^^ ^^- -- .••■■/^"■ 

: y for 
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for fe^ral weefcs with the utfaiioft^fplcndorJ 
Thofe trocrps-4v4i6'had bcei*-|)rcfei4t at the* 
battle of FoiAiers wfere vi^cdhied,' treated^ 
and highly carefed wherever 'thejr^'^aftie, 
and' in all refpe£tepr6ferrcd^*ta' others- of* 
equil rarik ^and condition : on the cdntraiy^i 
all the Lord«, Knights,- and Quires* Sbff^ 
France, who had fled ^from^^ the batHe,- 
were fb hated^ -reviled, and -pb^nfed'*^a^,' 
that they forbbre tor appfear at ahy public- 
jbFace of refort : 'fo ceirtairily is- honour amf 
the public appfobalibii the reward of vlfi*^ 
tudus' and gallant actions'; and fo aflSircSaiy^ 
will infaitty^'^id ieproach purfiiethfe-coivii^^ 
or the villain. The ambitious Tyrant' or his * 
defpotic Minifters may al^6l to defpife the 
efeiifures tof -ths peof^lfe, and term them the 
elkmolirs of- aAf- ill-judging- riiob'j • the'difr'' 
graced General may • impute hisrlgtre^ 'to- 
accident^ to miftake, or to prudence, and* 
vaunt of his magnahiniity -Whitft^the enfeftf^-* 
are at a diftance i'^but tJie ty fanny of the 
one, and the oowardic6 &fthQ other, wilt 
af^pcar through- the thiii difguite, and excitte^ 

thQ 



the ;inttrrn»»r<?fi ^e multitude, whofe <fe^ 
t@nP4|^atJ0{j|9^ (Er^ »iie;149m efronfioa;. . Thq 
a^PW^tion an4 reipeft which, the noble^ aii4 
gcQcirfius jflfeds .of King Edward ^nd\ hia 
jgodUke Son attra^ed, not <^ly from their 
o^% fi»bj^<£t$. bi^t from the whole world, 
fl^uldinc^e fji^cee^ing Px;^)ce3 to aa iniir 
tition,^ of their virtues, as they bid faireft 
to^ pj:]9cure thein efteopa ^t hoxnic, apd hot 
noiir. frotQ^ their ^neighbouriijg Potentates, 
fhf accJi^ina^ipM flf a»few; nwty bei pur* 
^^fed^ pjt^iqjce mighlJ bg:: enfor^ed^ b^, 
r^i@id ,|aws ^d l^b^^ryient mfirceaaries ; but 
]|)9.w iH^ike; tl^e cheerful {ixj^m^ sod willing 
fgrvice of a h?ppy p^Qiple !; : . _ ; , 

;i;;T|ie Pfii>c<5 of Wfil©? fHewftd fuch a.ge-j 
notgu^ concern; for the J^renph Moiwrf^h, 
that he proniifcd iiini, bo^h-ini , l^$ . t^nt. tha 
night,, of th$ late battle^ and /requentjy afV 
lerwards, th^t he would eijdj^avour by his 
eijtresrties ^nd infliiifnc^ to pr^fy^il pa his. 
father.tq^lfiy pfid? hi§, entity,. ai}4 Hften 
t^ re3i((^qble terms of accej^irnodatic^ ;, ,he 

aggordingly, 
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accordSngfy^ as a preparatory i^ep, procured 
al truce to be tnlade till the twenty-fourth 
of June 1359* in expeftation that a peace 
Would tie coiiclxKfed in the intcriin. - ^ .- 

_ < • . ' '' r , ' 

^ TKfc Pope dfb again ftrove ta mediate 
bctwe^ thefe Princes by his Legates, bjair 
they were fo; ndtcarioufly parttial 'to r the 
French,' that King Edward;, wiould- by ^ci 
JlK^ans comply with the terms they offered § 
to enforce their 'proposals, and to make .a 
peace the more necefliry t6 the Engl^ 
King, they demferided, in the name of his 
HoKneTsi the annuity of one^ thpufand 
marks, granted by liisi predeceflbr King 
John tothe cpurt of Rome when he refign©^ 
his crown j' ^iiid t|^a^ fum having been witji*' 
kcW for foQie years, they infifted likewii^ 
on payment, of the arrears. ^ But depecidiE^ 
o^ the duty.pf his Clergy,- 1^^^ 
liis Baroiia, and his owii. valour^ he tdjd 
t|iem without hcfitsition, /V Tiiat as he aci:^^ 
*• knowledged no fovercignty but that 0$ 
♦* Heaven^ he would peyer pay tribute or 
' ' *' live 



( aP5 ] 

f^ live in fubjeftion to any mortal i^at- 
** ever.'* This refolute ttply put an end to 
the negotiation, and a cei&tion of arms, as 
before agreed, was all that could be accom** 
plifhed* 

""^ Some months before the expiration of the 
tluce, King Edward with his Son the Prince 
of Wales, and the King o^ France with 
JLord Jam^ of Bourbon, held a friendlj 
meeting at Weftminfter, when a treaty of 
pezct was agreed to by the two Kings on 
Che following terms: 

'^'Firft, That Acquitain Ihould remain en- 
tirely to King £dward and his heirs for 
ever, together 'with Galcoignl, I^oidlou, 
Touraine, San£lbnei Perigoit, \ Quercy, 
libifofin, Angbulfefinois, Calais, Guifnes, 
BoBlognois,' and the county bfPpnthieu, 
i^ithout any homage or tribute being re- 
quired of him ; and holding it by the lame 
^cd>folute fovereignty as' Hfe held hrs'langdoin 
\ifEhgIand; : . -^ ^ ' ^^-; 

secondly, 



i 



^ Secondly, That King John fliould pajr 
as a fanfortl' fbr himfelf three millions oF 
V^owns of gold,' arid one million for the 
TLords of France. '' ^' 

In conlideration of thele dortdltlons King 
Bdward would give up^ and wholly f^mit 
Tall his right in and to the duchies of 'Nor- 
toandy, Anjou, and Miine'j and i-endunce 
'his pretenfions to the crown of IPi^nce, 
never after taking upon him die title of 
'King of that country* 

This agreement was figned and lealedl by 
hoth Kings on the twenty-fourth of March 
1359,. and a. copy thereof ikm to France for 
the acqui6{«hce' bf the 13^ by the 

l4)rd Jancfes of^BourBoh, and A^^ Ix)rd Ai;--^ 
nojd d'^Bndreghan : but the Dauphin and 
the States of France rejefted'a treaty which 
they efteenied difhonourable^to fhat ;natioB* 
This refufal being brought to the French 
King by the two Lords," he turned to King 
Edward who was prefent, ai;d thus exprefled 

his 



I^RdiflktisGii^flj: >' The fetal obftkiacy o£ 
?^ my.infa^u|te(l peopk is providing another 
*^ jtrophy.; fof your vi<St0rio^Ji, arms ; . yo» 
" muft again (hew them the fad effeds of 
" war, before they will uuderftand the ad- 
*' vantagea of pe^ce : but.thfice unfefappy J> 
^* who . cannpt regain my liberty till 1 fee 
*V my fubje(iis^ P^9^/ ^^^re. .vftnqui(h,ed ; aad 
^f c^only impel them ^t9 ti^ii^djuty by the 
*^^arm» of my Conqueror,?; ^ . ^ * .i 

From tnis time King Edwar4 began to 
make preparations for war;, and in the in- 
terim, to keep his Knights in employ, as 
well as to indulge their tufn for chivahy *^ 

:w>:The foHowEng iriRahce, recoi^^d by Pere Daniel, 
\jr|U ft^w the pre^sRlence ot chhr^lry.^ifi^UaDtiy at that 
time, and countenance this romantic exploit, though 
itloow appears orfty" worthy of ridicure. ' A folemn duel 
1(^1 tthiftjiLlChi^hfe otk lacb jide was fdo^ bet ween Bern- 
b9rcA^h an Efg^fhmft^ aiid BeaMiQanoir a Breton, of 
the party of Charles de BIqis : the-Kuights of two Vk9^ 
tioiis tiding come intb the field, before the conteft begaji 
jfoaxu^anoi^t&lled o^c, That It (boald be feen that day 
^whp had the faireft Miftrcfles. After a bloody combat 
'the feretons prevailed, and gained for their prize the 
Tibcrty to boaft of their MlftrefTes beauty. 

which 



wlikli the people of that ^ were entiitifl- 

aftically fond of^ he catifed a iblema juil: 

to be proclaimed in London, to hold threes 

fucceffive'days for the amufemcnt of the d- 

cizens: in the proclamation made on this 

occaiion it was given out^ • that the Lord 

Mayor, die two Sheriffs, and the Alder- 

dermen, as challengers^ agreed to maintain 

the jkld againft all oppofers : but on the 

day appointed the King himfelf, according 

to a private agreement, came into the city^ 

attended by his four Sons, Edward, Lionel^ 

John, and Edmund, and by nineteen of 

his principal Barons^ where, bearing the city 

arms on their fhields and furcoats, they 

perfonated tb& corporation^ and, entcfpd the 

liils in that ilead: diey ifopponsted thtlk 

challenge with gjieat honour for three tj^dfriy 

iia the preience of the Kings of France ani 

Scotland,, the whole court, and dxt iiliinfte 

number of fpedators : a few only of the 

Citizens, had been let into the ^esaet ; hott 

when It was publicly kilown that the Kii^ 

and his Sqds h^d done them fo. great aa 

. . honour, 
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honour, ^nd jfeu^ht fo galkmtly under their 
cogrrizance^, they were greatly rejoiced, and 
found, if poffible, th^r iove for their Sovb- 
mgn and hi& amiable family increafed. 

The truce was ' no fboner expired, and 
the "necdffary preparations made, than Kiiig 
.Edward embariced his army, which confifted 
of one hAindred thoufand men, on board one 
thoufand' one hundred and twenty fail of 
ihips at Sandwicli^ and knded the fame 
evening at Cilais: <mi the fourth of Novem-"* 
ber * early in the* morning they left: that . 
tjown, and marched with great regularity 
into Fi^nca^ the King obferving a ftrifter 
diicipliiie oii thid occalion' than on any 
former ofte: . The carriages whidi had beea 
ibivt^be froiti>£hgland con^0ed of ^ thou- 
ia&d iflarts tafld ^wa^crtisi €ach drawn by 
four hoffes ; they were- laden' with provi- 
iiofts . fof^.thc -awny, ' befides many -things 
ftuftly foeii in a*^ cstinp,: but larfeful m an ene- 
Ujgr's couirtr^; fuch a6 hand-mills to grind 
iteir coro, moveable ov^en8 aad forges ; 

O thefe 
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thefe were committed to the care of the 
Prince of Wales, who had with him his 
three Brothers, two thoufand Ipears, aiid 
four thoufand archers on horfeback, befidcs 
infantry. 

As this army was the greateft that ever 
pafled the fea from England in any prior or 
fucceeding reign ^ in memory of the prin- 
cipal leaders I fhall recite their names : Eid- 
ward the Thind, King of iSngland, France, 
and Lord of Ireland ; with his four Sons, 
viz. Edward of Woodftock^ Prince of 
Wales, Duke of Cornwal, &c. ; Lionel of 
Antwerp, Earl of Ulfter, afterwards created 
Duke of Clarence ; John of Gaunt, Earl 
of Richmond, afterwards Duke of Lan- 
carter, and King of Caftile and Leon ; arid 
Edmund of Langley, Earl of Cambridge, 
afterwards Duke of Yoi^k. The King's 
fifth Son, Thomas of Woodftock, was left 
*in England i and though not fix years of 
age, w^s conftituted by his Father Ueute^ 
nant-and Lord Warden of the kiiigdonS dur- 
-'\' - ^ ing 
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'ing his abfence in France, feveral of die 
wifeft Prelates and Counfellors being ap- 
pointed as the real Governors. The reft of 
the Leaders were Henry Plantagenet, Duke 
of Lancafter, the King's Coufin-german ; 
Roger Lord Mortimer, Earl of March, 
and Conftable of England ; Thomas Beau- 
champ, Earl of Warwick, and Robert 
.UfFord, Earl of Suffolk, Marfhals of the 
army; Ralph Stafford, Earl of Stafford; 
William Montague, Earl of Salifbury and 
King of Man ; Humphry Bohun, Earl of 
'Hereford and Eflex; William Bohun his 
.brother, Earl of Northampton ; .and John 
Vere^ Earl of Oxford ; the Lord Henry 
Piercy and his ejdefl; Son Sir Henry, who 
was afterwards created Earl of Northum- 
hf:rland; with the Lords Ralph Nevilld, 
Edward Spencer, John Chandos,' Walter 
MaiHiy, Reginald Cobhaei, John Grey, 
John Mowbray, Roger de U. War re, 
.Thomas Felton, John Willoughby, James 
.Audeley^ Ralph Baffet, John Carleton, 
Bartholomew Burgherfh, John Eitzwalter, 
O 2 JEdmund 
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Edmund Pierpdirit, and John Botetourt, 
(the Predeceflbrs of Several noble families^ 
tioVv- extant) befid^s many Knights of grtsat 
repute : exclufive of thefe lioble perfbns, a 
great number of Lords and Gentlemen, ftrang- 
ers, drawn by the high renown arid fplendid 
fuccefs of King fedward and his Son, were 
emulous to fight under their banners. 

The Ditphin and the three eftates of 
the kingdom of France, feeing fo fbrffiidable 
an enemy approaeh, were the more cafily 
reconciled and united for their country's de- 
fence : but the young Prince, warned by 
the ill-fuccefs of his Father, tefoived to aft 
only bh the defenfive ; he accordingly pj-e- 
pared to elude a bloW which it was impofS- 
tie for him to refift, by putting all! thte 
coniiderable towns in a pofture of defence; 
having fupplied them with ftrorig garrifons, 
he then fixed his own ftatkm at Paris, with 
a view of allowing the invaders to wafte 
their fury oil the dpen cdxmtry. 

- a - • The 
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The Eiigiifli army having ravaged Pi- 
czrdy advanced Into Champaigne, Edward 
having a ftrong defire to be crowned King 
of France at Rheims, the \ifual place in 
which that ceremony is performed; hp 
therefore laid fiqje to that city, and vigo- 
roufly carried on his attacks for fcven weeks, 
though without fuccefs, it being defended 
by John de Craon their Archbifhop with 
great bravery, 

; Puring the fiege feveral ftrong detach- 
Uients were fent out to forage, whereby 
many rencouijters happened: the moft re- 
Jcnarkable atchievement pprfornaed by thefe 
detached parties was by one uijder the com- 
ixumd of the iDuke of Lancafter, accom- 
>panied by the Ead of Richmond the King's 
jthird Son, the Sari of March, the Lord 
John of Ch^ndos, tti.e Lord James Audeley^ 
*tho Lord Burgherlh, • and the Lord of Mu*- 
u:idan a Gafcon Knight, Having ravaged 
Champaigne, ,tiU they c^nae to Cemey en 
Donnois, a ftrong caftle, thty made a yi- 
3 gorous 
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gorous affa-alt on it ; and the l/3rd of Mu- 
cidan being flain, all the Lords fwore they 
would not ftir till they had taken the place : 
the Gafcoigners, enraged at the lofs of their 
Commander, plunged into the ditches, and 
mounting the walls with their targets over 
their heads forced the caftle, putting in 
the firft tranfports of their fury all the^ 
garrifon to the fword, except Sir John Ca- 
ples the Governor, and a few Knights. 

King Edward forefeeing the plan of de- 
fence laid down by the Dauphin, had (as 
before obferved) brought with him as many 
neceflaries as poffible for the fubfiftenCe.of 
his army; he had alfb with him for Ms 
amufement thirty falconers with hawks, 
and fixty couple of hounds; with thele the, 
chief of the Nobility hawked and hunted at 
their pleafure, thus paffiog' away a ^tedious 
winter. 

Still finding an obftinate refiftance from 
fljc inhaWtauts of RHeimc^/^and that an at*- 

l^ ' tempt 
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tempt to take it by florra, which his yalout 
ibmetimes fuggefted, would occafion the 
Ibfs of many troop?, having alfo greater de- 
figns in agitation, the King decamped and 
.marched into Burgundy. On his approach, 
Philip the young Duke lent his Chancellor 
and fome other Noblemen to Edward, of- 
fering one hundred thoufand nobles for the 
prefervation of his country from further ra- 
vages : this offer was accepted, and the 
Englifh army withdrew from his terri* 
tories. The King then bent his march to- 
wards the Nivcrnois, which faved itfelf by 
a like compofition ; but the other provinces 
not purchafing the feme favour, he marched 
towards Paris, laying wafte the territories 
through wliich he proceeded. 

On tjie laft day of March he encamped 
before that city, taking up his quarters at 
Bourg-la-Rcine within two fmall leagues 
of it. During the feftival of Eafter feveral 
treaties were let on foot to prevent a further 
^ffufion of Mood^ but without fuccefs vthis 
O A induced 
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induced King Edward to draw his whole 
army nearer to Paris, when he fent the 
Duke of Lancafter with his Heralds to chal- 
lenge the regent, then in the city with a 
very confiderable force, to battle, afluring' 
him at the fame time, that if the French* 
were victorious he would never after claitxi 
or affume any right to the crown of France* 
WhiJift the puke was on this errand, the 
King * knighted no lefs than four hundroi 

young 

* Oa thefe occafioas twofpecies of Knights weregene* 
rally created, Knights-Bachelors, or Knights-Bannerets \ 
the former ii the firft degree of military honour ; aadia 
time of war or of hafte, the initiation confifted only of a 
gentle touch on the (houlder with the flat fide of a Iwordi 
the latter dignity is fuppof^d by -Camden to h^vcbee^ 
inftituted by King Edward liimfdf, as a recompence oi 
martial prowefs: it w^ reckoned an intermediate rank 
between a Baron and a Knight- Bachelor^ and might be 
termed Vexillarius Moor, the Icffer baniicr-btarer, a$ 
Vefore this order was created, the tight of carrying k 
fquarc banner belonged only to the Barons. There h ' 
alfo a difference between Knights-Bannerets and Knights- 
Bachelors, in the occafions and circuiftftances of thdr 
creations; the Banneret being only created at a time when 
the King's ftandard is erefted, and he bears a banner of 
his oyn in the field, whereas th^ Kni^ht-Bacb^Ior might 
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jouflig Gentlemen y to encourage them to a 

xoilwnt behaviour nioul4 a battle enfuc 

» 

3u|: the puke of Lancafter foon i::eturnoi. 
with an ahfwer, that the Dauphin declined 
to accept the defiance; when the King 
gr;anted Lord Walter Manny leave, on his 
earneft requeft, to go at the head of the 
new-made Knights and a confiderable body 
of troops to Ikirmifh near the barriers, and to 
burn what they could of the fuburbs, hop- 
ing by this means to provoke the French 
to iffue out : the affault was vigorous and 
Jailed from morning till noon, the French 

lit 4ubbed at any time« A Knight could not be made a 
BaDfieret till he was ^le to ratfc and maintain a certain 
nomber of men ; but a Kmght-^Bacheloc oot b^iog ablf 
p^^dp thii,. marched under the banfier of fome of the 
Parous^ The ceremony uied in making a Banneret ii 
thus : He i8 brought into the field, between two icnior 
^oigbtS; with trumpets fouodiog before them, and He- 
ralds carrying a banner of his arms called a Penon; in 
this manner being brought before the Kifig, the tip of 
his banner is <!ttt.off^ that of 'an oblong it might become 
$. fquare,: like that of a Baron : his* Majefty then having 
wi(hed hioi Caccf fs^ he returns to his tent conduded as 
b^ore. * . 

defending 
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^fending their ports with great refolution ; 
but the Regent having given peremptory 
orders that no man, on forfeiture of his life^ 
fhould go beyond the baniers, this defign 
of Sir Walter proved ineffedual. 

The King now feeing that no provoca- 
tions could bring the Dauphin to a battle, 
and that it was impoflible to reduce the city 
with fo numerous an army in it, he raifed 
his camp and marched into Bretagne : his in- 
tention was to lay wafte the country as he 
proceeded, and, after having refreflied hiis 
troops in that fruitful province, to return 
to Paris before the harveft was got in ; as 
this plan would prevent the Dauphin from 
procuring any frefh fupplies of corn, he 
doubted not of being then able to reduce 
that city by famine. 

But whilft he was on his march EmbaA 
fadors followed him with frefh overtures of 
peace. The Regent, his two Brothers, 
and their Uncle the Duke of Orleans, hav- 
ing 
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ing in council maturely confidered tKe mi- 
fbrable (ituation of France, occafioned by 
the ravages of the King of England, they 
began ferioufly to wifh for an accommo- 
dation : to this purpofe they added the 
Bifliop of Terovenne, a prelate of great 
confequence and judgment, to the negotiators 
that had been employed during the Eafter 
week, and ordered them to follow King 
Edward : overtaking him near Gaillardon, 
they defired him to permit a treaty to be 
held once more for this lalutary end ; 
which he readily granted, appointing his 
Son the Prince of Wales, with the Duke 
of Lancafter, to hear their propofals ; but 
at the fame time flackened neither his 
march or his operations. The negotiation 
was carried on in this manner for feveral 
days, but the Englifti Monarch-s demands 
appeared fo unreafonable to the French 
Commiffioners, that they were obliged to 
fend an account of their proceedings fre- 
quently to the Regent, and to wait a return 

of his dire^ionSf 

Very 
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Very little progrefs being ma4e in the 
treaty, as King Edward would not re- 
nounce his pretenfions to the crown erf* 
France, Henry, called for his heroic and 
princely virtues the Good Duke of J^ancafter, 
endeavoured to foften the rigour of thefe 
conjditipns, and to terminate the war ori 
more equal and reafonable ones : the King 
notwithftanding continued inejforable, as 
the jujftice of his claims to the French 
throne had been early rooted in his breaft^ 
ai^d had been long the favourite wi(h of |iis 
heart. However, whilft the Duke of Lan- 
cafter was one day reiterating his reafons 
and intreaties on their march towards Char- 
tres, an accidental ftorpa removed his obdu-. 
racy, and effefted what the Duke*s n^oft- 
. forcible arguments iiiay not have brought 
about .^ The Iky in an inftant becamie 
clouded, and there fell fuch torrents of rain 
and hail, accompanied by fuch tremendpua 
peals of thunder and flafhes of lightning, 
that the whole fabrick of nature appeared to 
be diffolving : even the boldeft Knights, 

thofe 
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thofe who had often braved death in battle^ 

could not behold this uncommon agitation 

of the elements undifmayed. At the lame 

1{ime it became -foexceffive cold, that fix 

thoufand horfes and near one thoufand men 

periflied on the Ipot ; among others, that 

bnave young Nobleman the Lord Guy 

Beauchamp,, eldeft Son of the Earl pf War*- 

wick, was fo wounded^ that he died a few 

dAys after at Vendofme. King Edward looked 

on this as a loud. declaration of the Divine 

dilpleafure at his feverity ; alighting therefore 

immediately from his horfe he kneeled on the 

ground, and made a folemn vow to Heaven, 

that he would now fincerely and abiblutely 

incline his mind to peace with J^i-ance oa 

reafonaWe conditions: thus diipofed he en-. 

camped at a village near Chartres, called 

Bretigny, where the French Commiffioners 

attended him next day with ample inftruc- 

tioA^, and he was content to accept of their 

offers of peace *. 

:^\ ' Thi6 

. * The preamble roos thus : Edward, eWeft Soa of th6 
noble King of England, Lord of Ireland and of Acquitaln, 
^" Duke 
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. This £imovis treaty was negotiated by 
Edward Prince of Wales, Charles the 
Dauphiii Regent of France, and their 
agents, in the name of both the Kings, 
thefe two Princes, and all the fubje£ts of 
cither realm* It was therein ftipulated, 
That King John ihould be reftored to his 
liberty, on paying for his ranibm * three 
millions of crowns in gold, about one mil- 
lion five hundred thoufand pounds of the 
prefent money, which was to be difcharged 

Duke of Cornwall and Earl of Chcfter, to all who ftiall 
fee ihefe prefent letters, greeting. We give you to uri- 
derfland, that of all the debates and difcordsf whatfoeter 
moved and commenced between our mbft redoubted Lord 
and Father the King of England on the one part, and 
our Coufin the King and his eldeft Son Regent of the 
Tcalm of France on the other part, for the benefit of peace 
it Is accorded on the 8 th of May in the year of prace 
1360, at Bretigny near Chartres, in manner and. form 
following. 

* An immenfe fum had the whole been paid, but ofic 
lalf of it remained unpaid at the time a fre(h war broke 
out between the two kingdoms; when his fon Charles, 
^hen-King, chofe rather to employ the money in com- 
l)ating the Englifh, than 1& enabling them to carry on the 
war. 

• at 
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^t different payments. That King Edward 
ihould for ever renounce all claim to. the 
•crown of France, and to th^ provinces of 
l^ormandy, Maine, Touraine, and Anjou, 
poflefled by his Anceftors ; in exchange for 
which he ihould receive, befides what he 
already held in Guienneahd Gafcoigne, the 
•provinces of Poiftou, Saindonge, Agenois, 
Perigort, the Limofin, Tarbe, Cahourfin, 
iBigorre, Gaure, TAngoulefmois, and other 
-xliftrifts in that quarter, together with Ca- 
lais, Guifhes, Montreuil, and the county 
of Ponthieu, on the other fide of France. 
I'hat the full fovereiguty of thefe provinces, 
as well as that of Guienne,* fhould be veiled 
in the crown of England ; and, That France 
ihould renounce all title to feudal jurilHrC- 
tion or homage for them. That the King 
of Navarre fhould be reflored to all his 
honours and pofleffions. That the Englifh 
ihould renounce their confederacy with the 
Flemifti, the French their connexions with 
the Scots. That the dilputes concerning 
the fueceffion of Brittany, between the fa- 
milies 
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itulies of Blois and Mountfort^ fhould.tte 
decided by arbitrators appointed by the two 
Kings* And, That forty hoftages ihoiiid 
be lent to England as a fecurity for the per- 
formance of aU thefe condition^. 

This treaty being £rft figiied by the 
Prince pf Wales and the Dauphin^ was ^6- 
terwards ratified by oaith in the following 
mimner, as deforibed by Walfingham: 
•^ At Paris in the time of low mafs, when 
** they had thriQe fang^ O Lami of G(^^ 
** which take/i away the fins of the worlds 
** grant us thy peace ^ Charles the I^upbiii, 
** Regent of France, went up to the altar, 
/*. and laying his right hand on the patt^i 
^> wherein lay the Holy Eudiarift, and his 
^Meft on the Golpels, he took his oalii in 
*^ thefe. words :' We Charles do fwear lupon 
*^ the Holy Body ;wd the Go^ls of oi^r 
•* Lotd, firmly what in us lies to koep this 
.** peace and concord thus . formed between' 
** the two Kings; and by no means to go 
•** againft the fame. So help us, &c/* . Tlae 

like^ 



like oatK 'was ' taken by the Prince of Wales , 
in the church of Louviers in Normandy. 

"* The peate being thus confirmed, King 
Edward mafched by way of Abbeville to 
Calais, where he gave orders for the em- 
barkation of his tfoops for England : but 
irfie Prince of Wdes with his divifion hav* 
ing marched into Normandy, that the army 
■being thus divided may be better accommo- 
idated, the King haftened from Calais to Har- 
^ur, where he took fhipping vnth his Son, 
tod landed at Rye in Suffex on the eigh- 
teenth of May. 

The King of France being now at liberty 
to i-eturn to his kingdom, the Prince of 
Wales conduced him to Calais on* the 
ei^th of July ; but the money ^agrSed for 
the firft ' payment of his ranfom being de- 
layed to the twenty-fifth of Odober follow- 
ing, the Prince with his ufual courteiy at- 
tended his royal Friend till that time, and 

P endeavoured 
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endeavoured by varying bis diy^ihaEietits 
to jnajce his abode there agreje^bie* _; 

On King Edward's arrival af CaJlaij in 
the b^ioning of Odober, bothKinj^ %^ 
ratified and confirmed hy oath the t^^^y-j 
the French Monarch being no longef: z 
prifoner; the hoftages were alfo delivered 
up, and four hundred thoufapd crowjtis.of 
gold paid in part of the ranfonx : King. Ed- 
ward then, entertained his royal gueft in a 
magnificent manner, the Prince of ^Wfl^s, 
his Brothers, and the chief Nobility fcrving 
uncovered. The next morning Kii^g John 
with his retinue left Ca^ais^. the King, of 
JEngland acconjpanying him a naile q^ his 
>vay, where the two Monarchs parte^ ^with 
many profeffions of mutual friendfliip^^a^ 
amity. The good diipofition of the, Fro^h 
King made hipi fully fenfible of. the gene- 
rous tre^ment he had met with, in Englai^^y 
and obliterated from his ineraorythe uitfor- 
tunate incidents which had given occafion 
for it. 

2 The 



^Tht Prince of Wales attencled him to 
jBoulagne^ where they parted^ with grekt re- 
luftance ; endcafed to each other hy a re- 
ciprocation of noble and virfuotis fentimwits 
and repeated aftis of Courtefy, a generous 
friendlhip, 'ftich as h only known to exalted 
minds, had taken root in their bofoms never 
1:6' be' eradicated':' though they, had met as 
isnemies; yet the fervour of their laft em- 
'bface fpoke more fdrcihly than words could 
do, the affedlionate, emotions of their truly 
toydiiearts." ' ' ' 

' Tlie l^rince' on his return to Calais em- 
barked with hi^ Father and the French hof- 
tages* oh the laft day* of ©(ftober, and limded 
at Dover the next * morning. When the 
^IGn^ arrived in London, with his ufual hu- 
manity he gave command to^aH his Officers 
to hear themfelves kind and favourable to- 
wards the Lorcfs of Prance, and to defend 
them from all affronts and injuries whatever. 

P 2 We 






[ ^a8 ] 

. "We are now to behold the charadl^r of 
the heroic Prince of Wales in another poiijt 
of view : foftened by peace he became^ a 
captive to love ; but .even in this litu^tio^i 
he gave proofs of the digmt^ of his Senti- 
ments and reditude of his heart. In the 
early part of his life he. had attended his 
"Father to Antwerp, where he was ib ad^ 
'mired by thie whole court of the Duke^ of 
Brabant for his exact Ihape, noble air, and 
graceful accompllfliments, that a match was 
prbpofed by the Duke between the Prince 
and the Lady Margaret his Daughter. The 
propofel was readily accepted by King Ed- 
ward, on the Duke's promifing to give for 
her portion fifty tHoufand pounds fterling, 
But the royal Children being within the 
third degree of conTan^uinity, and the Pope 
fefufing to grant a dilpenfation, the marr 
Viage was not confumniated. , Since 
which the Prince had never turned his 
thoughts towards wedlock; honour., bad 
been his only miftrefs, and military at- 
chievements his whole delight. The time 

however 
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however at length arrived, when he was to 
add another proof to the innumerable in- 
ftarices already recorded by Hiftorians, that 
the boldeft hearts are not impenetrable to 
the ihafts of Love. 

An accid'ental arrow pierced his breafl ; 
for folicitating Joan, Countefs of Kent, one 
(Jiay in 'behalf of a friend, he was fb ftruck 
with her noble reply, and the force of her 
charms, that he yielded up his heart to 
her. This Liady was daughter and heirefs 
of Edmund 'of Woodftock, Earl of Kent, 
iecond Son of King Edward Firft, and for 
her admirable beauty was generally ftyled the 
Fair Maid of Kent. Though thus royally 
defcehded, Ihe was firft riiarried to Sii; 
Thomas Holland, who in her right .was 
Earl of Kent, aijd b^ whom (he had three 
Ions and a ds^ughter : Sir Thomas dying, fh? 
ftlU retained fo much of her beauty, that 
the Prince could not behold her without 
feeling emotions to which he had . hitherto 
l^een a' ftranger. 

P3 She 
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She was in the thirty-third year of hc» 
fge, and the Prince in the thirty-firft of 
bi?, when he made ^ his addrefles tQ her ia 
favour of a perfon.he much re{pe£led, whj)fe 
name Is not handed down to ps. He re-: 
pcated hi$ ioUcitations with great dlfintereft- 
ednefs, but always found the Lady reluctant : 
at length, when the Prince would nq 
longer be denied, fhe told him wit|i (ome 
warmth^ *' That when Ihe was a ward iji^ 
*^ had bepn djfpofed of by others; but that 
^* now, being at years of difcrejion, and 
M miftrefs of her ow.n aftion^, (he would 
*^ not degrade herfelf by noarrying beneath, 
♦* her rank." She added, " That as fliQ 
** could not but remember fhe was of the 
f* blood royal of England, fhe wa$ refolve^ 
f never to m^ry again, unlef§ it was to a 
** pferfon princely and virtuous as himfelf.'^ 
A blufli which overipread h«r lovely face 
a§ (he concluded, conveyed the whole of 
her meaning to young Edward, who frona 
^hat nf^omciit began to fqrm wilhes no| very 
favourable to bis friend. Thp Prince, who 
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v^as a paffionate admirer of every gallant 
Ipirir, was fb pleadd with the dignity of 
her mariner and fcritiments, and fo charmed 
With the partiality (he feemed to exprels 
for himfelf, that he now fblicited her Rand 
on his own account : as he faw the Coun- • 
tefs fo determined againft the perfon pro- 
pofed to her, he thought it no breach of 
frfendfliip to accept of that love he could 
jiot gain for another, and which had been 
f6 4elicately offered him. 

King Edward was greatly pleafed both at 
his determination and his choice; a more 
iuit^le match could not have been propofed 
to him, d3 he wanted not to ftrengthen his 
throne by foreign alliances -.the Prince the 
great griand-child of Edward the Firft of 
glorious memory, the Couhtefs the grand- 
child of the fame Monarch : he the glory 
of his fex for'militaiy performances, and all ' 
princely virtues ; and (he the flower of hers, 
for the delicacy of her beauty, the (pright- 
linefs of her wit, and the goodnefs of h^r 
P 4 heart. 
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heart. To noble and ingenuous minds af- 
fedation is ditplea.fing ; they therefore det- 
ferred no longer to indulge thmr mutual 
wifhes, th^n was necefl&ry to prcK^ure a 
di{penfadon from the Pope oxi ^ccquut of 
their confenguinity ; this being obtained, 
they were iiiarried with great fplendor and 
foleiTinity at the Caftle of Windfor, on the 
tenth of October 1361, and during their 
whole lives lived an example to the Englifh 
court, of that nuptial harmony and felicity 
which flows from a well-placed affedion, 

King Edward being now pofleffed of fucb 
confiderable territories in France, the {o^ 
vereignty of which had been confirmed to 
him by the treaty of Bretigny, he had 
thoughts of erefting Acquitain and the 
other provinces into a kingdom, and to annex 
them to his titles; but taking into confir 
deration the great fervices of hh Soji) Edr 
ward, he refigned them to. him, creating 
him Prince of Acquitain. The Prince hav- 
ing jfcejiv^d the proper (:hvt?rs^ whjch coj}- 

taine4 
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tamed many tender expreflions from the 
King, and done homage for his domi- 
nions, he made preparations to pafs the feas 
to t:ake poffeffion of them: the remain- 
der of the year was employed in prepar- 
ing a retinue equal to his dignity, which, 
by the acquifition of fo rich a principality, 
;required the pomp and fbte of roy^ty. 

After Chriflmas th^ King and Que^n, 
with their whole fjimily, went to vifit the 
Prince and Princefs at Berkhemftead, a 
manor belonging to the Prince in Hertford- 
ihlre^ where they continued feveral Days *, 

* Sir John Froiflart, who was prcfent at the Prince's 
court daring this aflbciation of the royal famity» g^ves aa 
account of the hofpitality with which they were receired» 
and at the fame time relates a prophecy which was then 
the fubjcft of converfation : ** That neither the Prince 
** of Willes nor any of King Edward's Sons Ihould ever 
^' come to the crown, but that the realm of England 
** fhpuld, ^fter ^ whije, devolve to the Houfe of Lan- 
** caller.*' This happened to prove true ; but perhaps 
the ambitious fpirit of John of Gaunt, afterwards Duke 
Cff Lancafler, whofe Son by indireft methods mounted 
^he throne, began to fhew itfelf at jhis early period, and 
f ^nd^red fuch aif event probably, 

during 
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Ajriiig which time- the King held many 
confuitations with his Son on public affdim; 
as he alway paid great refpeft to the PrinceV 
judgment, not oiily in the concerns of war 31- 
tmt alio thoie of civil government : ths' 
remainder of the tia=»e was fpent in fpkndid 
entertainments, and in fuch diverfioais as 
could give pleafur^ to their royal gueilsii 
the Prince and Princefs by their hofpitelity-ji 
affabi^ behaviour, and tender affedtiou for 
each pther, increafihg that efteem and vene^ 
ration in wliich they were before Jleld by 
the Engliih court. 

In the beginning of the February fol- 
lowing the Prince went on board his fl^t, 
of which the Earl of Warwick was ^ Adr* 
miral, and arrived in four days at Rochelle, 
at which place he,, and his Princefs who ac- 
companied him, were received with joyful 
acclamations : on the fifih day after his ar-^ 
riv^l he fet out with a prinpely train for 
Poidiers, where the Nobility of that, pro- 
vince met him' with great refpeft, and 

cheerfully 



cliai&rfulljr paid htm homage, Thus, neair 
tl^ fpot OQ w^ich he yaaquiihed the powers 
of Franq&, he reaped the firft fruits of his 
conc^ueft. From Pddiers he went to Bonr- 
deaBXy vjrbere he i^qpt his court with all 
the fplendor of a Monarch: thitlier the 
Nobles pf Gafcoigne came to render him 
fealtj ; hp received them grac^oufly, and 
bdba^ed towards them in all points with 
ih ixuich hono^tf graced by fuch a noble, 
j^nerous, and affable deportment, that they 
rejoiced in the exchange of Sovereigns, and 
promifed thenafelve^ ?nucl^ prqfperity pndpr 
his govemnaent. 

Amof^g thbfe whq came to pay him 
homage were the Earls of Foix and Ar- 
piagnac, Lords of great power, and nearly 
allied by blood, but there fubfifted a great 
jinimofity between them : this had broke 
put into a war, which the French King 
dvjrft not undertake to compofe, for fear of 
difobliging the ]^ing o/ England, whofe 
they now we^e j but the Prince of 

- Wales 
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Wdes took the opportirnity of their itiest- 
iiig at his coul"t to make ^dce between' 
them, his obliging carriage abd convincing 
arguments bringing them to reafon, thdligh 
before they were not inclinable to admit of 
an accommodation. ' ' 

But it was not in the power of the 
Prince to reconcile the minds of all his 
new fubje6ts to this change of government. 
Some of the towns transferred to the 
Engliih Mcwiarch by the kte treaty of peace 
cxpreffed extrerrie reluftance againft fub* 
nutting to the dominion of the EngfeSi: 
the King of Prance therefore took a refb- 
lution of coming over hirafelf to England, 
in' order to adjiifl thefe differences with the 
greater readlnefs ; his Council endeavoured 
to diffuade him from this rafh defign, and 
probably advifed him to xnake this a pretext 
for breaking a ti-eaty fb difadvantageous fe 
his nation ; but the King, aihbng many 
other virtues, pofiefled a nice fenfe of ho^ 
nour, and a fcrupulous ptinduality in fill- 
filling 
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filling every obligatba- he had- ©literal 
into: he confequ^ntly told-'th^m, " Trfiat 
^^ though good faith was hamflved from the 
^* reft of the earth, flie ought notwithftand- 
^f ing to retain her habit^tioft' in the breafts 
*' bf Princes/* A declaration which will 
ever do him honour, and, exclufive of his 
valour and humanity, wiU mate his ixathc 
Teipci&d *• • • . . ^ 

1 .: • - : .' . .. -U^ » 

\.. On his -arrival in England- he was fb^ 
ceived by King. Edward with the greatefl: 
cordiality, and had the Savoys palace-agaln 
allotted for his refidence ; but he lived not 
long enough either to enjoy the hofpitable 
reception - of Edward, or to finifh' the buft- 

* Some Hiilorians, unwilling to allow the French' 
King the merit of fuch a noble conduA,impute his readinefs 
to vifit England not to bis puaftuality but, to Love : they 
aJlcrt, that being enamoured with a Lady of that king- 
dom dqring.his abode there, he made thefe difputies a 
pretext for paying her a vifit. But this appears improbable • 
from the age of that Prince, who was now in his fifty- 
fixth year, when it is natural to fuppofc the violence of 
j^afiipQ muft be moderated by Regfoo*a|id Prudence. 

n^fs 



t «38 3 

tidCs whith brought faim over ^ for he fboti 
iickened anddied^ This Priotce lived an inftaaee 
that bravery, goodnefi of heart, and uu^tted 
hozxmr, cannot always fecure the poflfeflbr 
from the fro^^^s of Fortune, though me- 
rited only by flight impfudences. His tod 
hafty and iti-j^dged attack of the Engliih 
army at Poi^Siiers, notwitbftanding the 
number of his forces warranted the inoft 

-r 

deiperate attempt, tumbled him from a 
fpkndid throne to captivity, and wrefted 
from him. a large portion of his domioions* 
But though both the reign of King John 
and that of his Father proved unfortonate 
to their kingdom, the Freixch' crpwn nx> 
quired, during their time, the provinces of 
Dauphiny and Burgundy, valuable ac- 
quiiitions* 

Charles the Dauphin fucceeded his Fa- 
ther to the throne ; a Prince educated in 
the fchool of Adverfity , and well qualified 
by his prudence and experience to repsfir 
the lofles which the nation had iuftaiiied 

from 
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(rotii the errots of his Pr?d^0br^, .B^re 
iQ)aj;ie$ csquW think <jf oppo&ig the power 
^ £U^^u49 :Of ^nde^v^r ^ to mctw^^ the! 
proviijtoe^ his Father hid 4ifi»4mb!eredl, it teaa 
:9€{ce|&ry to repaijr.^e; maAy difordefs .to 
Yj/^iqh; hi§ own fcingdpm.wns expofed. In- 
j9]6^\€»f commatjdiQg his armies hio^i^f^. da 
hi:S ApceftoTft had aiw^iya doae, he ch9& 
Sir ! B^rtrand du ^ Giicfclin, . a . Kn^ht »f 
Brittany I to fight his battles; refeji'ying-to 
himii^lf ^the mor^ important dutiqs Qf a 
Ki^^-*^P<^licyj 1 Foreftg^ty aijid Judgiaaentf. 
,pFhis Q^ntloman was one of the, moft ac- 
^oi^liOied characters of; the. ^e ; Charles « 
had difpemmen^ enough ^tq^diiliiTguifh hi* 
tfJ/^ats^ and to exnploy^themto advant^eu 

He firft direfted his arms ag^nft the 
King of Navarre, who had long fecretly 
«6pflf^d the enemies of France, ^ and ^ven 
that kingdom continud difturbince ; Sir 
^B^rti^d attacked him with fuccefe, and 
,^|iged him to accept of peace, on diiadvan- 
t^8?ws terms. 
[....' ' V The 
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Yhe wars ia Brittany ftill continuing^ 
notwithftanding the mediation of France 
and England, Sir Bertrand was fent to the 
aiGftance of Charles de Blois, to whofe in* 
tereft the French had always been attached ; 
but the Knight found himfelf unable to 
cope with the valiant Lord John Chandos, 
who fought on the fide of the Count de 
Mountford: Du Guefclin was taken pri- 
fbner, and Charles de Blois being flain, the 
young Count got pofleffion of that duchy. 
The French King, by his policy, guarded 
againft any hoftile confequences that might 
have arifeh from this event ; for fubmitting 
to the decifion of Fortune, he acknow- 
ledged the title of de Mountford, and re- 
ceived as Sovereign the profFerred homage for 
his dominions. 

Another embarraffment now called for 
all the exertion of King Charles's policy. 
On the conclufion of the peace of Bretjgny, 
the many military adventurers who had fol- 
lowed the fortunes of King Edward, being 

difperfed 
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difperfed into the feveral provinces of 
France, and poflefied of many fortrefleS, 
they refufed to lay down their arms, or re- 
linquifh a courfe of life to which they were 
accuftomed, and by which alone they 
6ould gam a fubfilknce. Thefe, by the 
acceffion of mimbers wto were reduced to 
mifery and defpair from the devaftations of 
war, amounted in the wliole to near forty 
thoufand, and under the name of Compa*, 
nions committed depredations on the peace- 
able inhabitants of the kingdom. Some 
Englrfh and Gafcon Gentlemeh were not 
aihamed to take command pf thefe ruffians ; 
they fought feveral regular battles ^th the 
troops of France, in many of which they 
were viftorious, and in one of them a Prince 
of the blood loft his life. This, ev^l was 
every day increafing, nor could a fenterice 
pf excommunication, which was iffued by 
the Pope againft them, put a ik>p tp their 
outrages. 



Ai 
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V 

As Charles the French King was unable 
ta fupprefs thiem by force, he politicly 
contrive^ to find theni employ againft foipe 
foreign power ; an opportunity foon offeired ; 
for Pedro, King of Caftile, termed with 
great propriety the Cruel, having filled 
his own family md his kingdom with 
bloodlhed, his natural Brother, Henry 
Courit de Tranftamara, affifted by tbofe 
fubjafts- who were difgufted at the King's 
cruelty, took up arms againfl: him: the 
Count however being unfuccefsful in the 
latlempt, .fled into France, where he found 
not only ' an afy lum, but affift^nce ; for 
King Pedro having, at the inftigation of 
his miftrefs Maria de Padrilla, put to death 
his Wife who was Sifter to the Queen of 
France, the whole French nation were 
greatly exafperated againft him, and ready 
to revenge her murder. Charles took ad-, 
vantage of this difpofition of his people to 
aflift the Count, and at the fame tinae to 
employ the Companions who had given him 
{q fm^k trouble ; he accordingly fent 

amongft 
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amongft them Sir Bertrand du Guerdin, 
who was by this time raiifbmed from the 
Englifh. The high charader this Gene- 
ral poffefied induced them to rely on his 
promifes, and to enlift under his ftandard, 
thofugh they knew not the deftination of 
their arms ; the only condition they re- 
quired before their engagement was, that 
they Ihould not be led againft the Prince 
of Wales in Guienne. Sir Bertrand agree- 
ing to this reftriftion, fbon railed a fufB- 
cient number of forces, and marched into 
Spain, where the univerfal deteftation King 
Pedro was held in by his fubjeds, made his 
expulfion eafy to hardy and experienced 
foldiers, led on by fo able a General. Don 
Henry was accordingly feated on his Bro- 
ther's throne, and the exiled King obliged to 
feek a refuge in Guienne, 

Whilft this was tranfafting the Prince of 

Wales employed himfelf in the regulation of 

his principality : he conftituted the Lord John 

Chandoa Conftable of all Acquitain, and 

(Xj the 
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the Lord Guifchard d'Angle his Marflial; 
the other great offices he diftributed without 
partiality to the Englifh and Gaicon 
Knights according to their merit, choofing 
thofe whofe fidelity he was affured of, and 
who were moft gelebrated fpr their virtueS;. 
Perhaps there never lived a Prince of greater 
integrity or jftricler honour ; the pofl'effiou 
of fimilar qualities was consequently a fure 
reconamendation to his favour : and fo great 
was his penetration, that he was feldom mifr 
taken in his judgment of perfons. 

He now became as famous for the pro-, 
priety of his governnpient in peace, as for 
his heroic atchievements in war. Peter of 
Lufignan, King of Cyprus and Jerufalem, 
haying been foliciting lever^l of the Eu;-©-? 
pean Potentates to affift him in a crufade 
for the recovery of Jerufelem, was fo ftruck 
with the brilliancy of the Prince of Wales's 
charader, that he declared he fhould eff 
teem every thing he had feen pr done of 
little moment, till he had been perfbnally 

witnefs 
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witnefs to the excellencies of fo renowned 
a perlbn ; he therefore took a journey to 
Angoulefme, where the Prince then kept 
his court, and arrived at the tifne he 
held a grand tournament in honour of the 
birth of his fon Edward, 1364.^ The 
King of Cyprus beheld with admiration this 
celebrated Hero, and was foon convinced 
that Fame had not been too lavifh in his' 
praifcs : after being nobly entertained and 
greatly carefled by the Prince, . he procured 
leave on his departure for the Earl of * War- 
wick, the Lord Roos^ and upwards of three 
hundred valiant Knights of England* and 
Gafcoigne, - to afEft him in the holy wars.- 

It was in the fourth year of the Prince's 
refidence in France that Don Pedro, * King 
of Caftile, implored his proteftion. Whilft 
that King remained at Corunna he fent a 
letter to the Prince of Wales, declaring 
his misfortunes, his danger, and his po- 
verty ; and intreating, in the humbleft man- 
ner, that, he would grant him fuccour. 
03 Having 
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Having fummoned the Ix>rds who com* 
pofed .his Couucil, young Edward fliewed 
them the Spaniih King's letter, and defired 
their , advice how to aft: '^ Shall we, 
*' after the manner of the wprld/* faid this 
generous, Prince, *^ negle£t a man i;i adv^* 
*' fity ? or fhall we, as charity and henje-. 
^ vpJ;ence. require, aifift him to recover his 
** thron?? He claims oijr aid as a l^wftil 
^ heir apid acknowledged Sovereign, driy^e^ 
^ from it by an illegitirpate Pretender ; 
^.'(hail, we not therefore, QotwithAatad- 
*/ ing his crimes^ . endeavour to regain 
♦* for 'him his crow«, ilriviag at the i^m^ 
" tinie to foften the rigour of his difpofi-. 
'^ tion, which will enfure him the future 
*^ obedience of his fubje(9:s ? It is true we 
** are here enjoying the pleafures of peace, 
'* but are they not attended with obfcurity 
^^ and difgrace ? If we undertajke this en- 
** terprize and fucceed, as^I truft we <haH, 
** immortal honour, the warrior's chiefeft 
" good, will be our reward/' The Lords, 
infpired by the feme generous principles, 

gave 



^ave ifcieir opinioh iii fkvour of the bahiflied 
King ; and it was agreed to invite him to 
Bourde^ux, that they might hear more stt 
leifuTe the particulars of his reqvleft. 

There is no aftion of this excetidnt 
JPrince's life that feems to deferve ^enfure 
excepting this. To engage in defence of 2i 
King held in general deteftation for his 
nwnberlefs cruelties, has drawn upon him 
the Cenlbre of many : fome imputing it to 
a reftlefs difpolition have fairf, that, in*- 
Hamed by the love of arms, he coniidered 
hot the charafter of the perfon for whom 
he undertook a war, fo he engaged in bat- 
tles ^nd bloodlhed ; others, fuppofing it to 
proceed from ptefumption generated by his 
former viftories, eonfider it rather as the 
effe€t of vanity than of generofity ; whilft 
the French afcribing it to envy, feoaft that 
the Prince, repining at the recent "fiiccefs of 
their great Commander Sir Bertrand du 
Guefclin, was determined to Tnatch the 
laurels from his brow. The lattet k very 
Q± improbable ; 



improbable ; for after two flich iinparalleled 
viftories as thofe of Crefly and Poidtiers, it 
cannot be fuppofed that the Prince of 
Wales coiild fct his name in competition 
with a Knight, who had not yet arrived 
to any .degree of glorj. It was not till 
after this period that Sir Bertrand's atchieve- 
ments acquired him fo much renown ; and 
even theix the Prince of Wales, whofe ho- 
nour the greateft Monarch s on earth might 
envy, . could not furely condefcend t;o be 
jealous of a perfbn who had been conquered 
and takep prifoner by one of his Generals* 
The natural, greatnefs of. the Prince's foul 
forbids this conclufion. Inured from his 
childhood to war, and difliking the ina<Sive 
ftate he had long remained in, he might 
perhaps engage too haftily in the caufe of 
an undeferying King : to prevent the acqui- 
fition of {o powerful a confederate to 
France as the new King of Caftile, who 
was allied by honour and gratitude to that 
kingdom, may have been anotlier induce- 
ment : the latter motive will in a great 

meafure 
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meafure excufe the precipitate ftep, if we 
are unwilling to allow him the merit of 
generoufly intending to fuccour a diftrefled 
Prince. He found however in the end too 
much reafon to repent his engaging in fa- 
vour of a Potentate, who was not only 
cruel and tyrannical, but perfidious and un- 
grateful. 

No fboner were his refolutions taken to 
liften tp the petitbns of Don Pedro, thaa 
he fitted out twelve men of war to bring 
him from Corunna, of which he appointed 
the Lord Thomas Felton Admiral : but 
whilfl this fleet was detained at Bayonne by 
contrary winds, the fugitive King arrived 
there, attended only by his three Daughters, 
and a flender retinue. Being obliged by. 
his fuccefsful adverfary to leave his king- 
dom, he threw himfelf without hefitation 
into the hands of a Prince, on whofe known, 
honour he was fatisfied he could rely. 
According to his ufual courtefy, the Prince 
met the Caftilian King on the road to. 

Bourdeaux, 



Boufdearax, fhewmg him the fettle refpe^ 
as if he had been in- poflfeffien of his king- 
dom. Don Pedr<> was not wanting in promifci 
to confirm- the Prince of Wales in his fe- 
Vour: he agreed, on his re^eftaWifliment, 
to give him the province of Bifcay, and to 
laake his young Son Edward King of 
Gallicia ; he likewife voluntarily covenanted 
to diftribute all his riches, which being 
wiable to bring with him he had fecreted 
m Caflile, amoi^g the troops that liquid W 
employed «oa{fift him* 

The Prince, befbre he afefolutely en-' 
gaged in this enterprise, thought it hh 
duty to coniailt his royal Father, without 
whofe apppobation' he had. never undertak^ir 
any ft^p of importance, on the propriety of* 
it. To this end he difpatched the Lord' 
Roger de la Warre and three other Knights 
to England, pbftponing his relbhitions tiU^ 
their return, ting Edward approved of 
Ae undertakiAg, and as a token of his con- 
cnirrMCo fent bis third Son the Duke of 

Lancafter, 
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Lancafter-y who was d^reus of iletiog his 
Brothei^ a|id ieryiog under him in this at* 
peditioD^ back wit^ ti^e Knights* 

The Prihce of Wales now fummonifig 
the Lords of Acquitain, imparted to them 
his deiigns^ and his Father^s orders for their 
affiftauoe: they prepaied to obey the com- 
mands of their Sovereign, but as it was a. 
vrar to be carried <m in a diftant country, 
for the benefit of a foreign Potentate, and 
not a fervice due to their own Lord,^ they 
defired to know to whom they were to ap- 
ply for ifoe ufual fubfidies. The Prince, 
turning to the Spanifh King who was pre- 
sent, told him, that as the undertaking 
was on iiis account, it lay with him to la- 
tisfy the Lords on this head ; he reprefented 
to him at the fame time the juftice of their 
enquiry, alledging, that though he was 
willing to affift him with forces inured to 
hardfhips, and accuftomed to conquer, yet 
it was not within the compa& of his re- 
venues to pay and provide for fuch an- army, 

nor 
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nor could they expeft it from him as they" 
were not raifed for his own fervice.- The 
Caftilian readily offered to diftribute among 
them all the money he had brought with 
him, and fblemnly repeated his promifes 
of an ample recompence on the recovery of 
his kingdom and his treafure* The Prince 
of Wales approved of his intentions, and 
that none of his troops may be, diffatisfied 
with the. fcantinefs of their prefent allowance, 
advanced the King a very confiderable ftim, 
to be repaid at the fanie timte» 

The firft:ftep the Prince took to diftrefs 
the enemies of hijs new ally was by re- 
calling all the Englifh and Gafcon Compa- 
nions who had enlifted themfelves under 
the banner of Sir Bertand du Guefclin, and 
remained yet in Spain. Sir Hugh Ca- 
verley, ■ Sir John D.evereux, Sir Mathew 
Gournay, and other Knights who com- 
manded thefe freebooters, immediately 
obeyqd' the fummons., and fo much reve-' 
rence did the whole corps bear to the name 

of 
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of Edward, that they cheerfully followed 
their leaders, though they were then en-' 
gaged in a very advantageous employ. Aa 
yet Don Henry was unacquainted with the 
Prince's intentions ; he therefore granted 
them paffports, and fuffered them to depart. 
When he was informed of the adtive part 
the Prince propofed taking in the caufe of 
his adverfary, he treated it with contempt; 
and. had it not been for the advice of the 
French General Sir Bertrand, who was 
well acquainted with the aftivity and irre- 
fiftible power of the Prince of Wales, he 
would have taken few precautions for his 
defence. 

Before the Prince entered on this expe- 
dition it was neceffary to gain the confent 
ftf the King of Navarre for a paflage through 
his dominions, which lay between Acqui- 
taln and Caftile : fome apprehenfions arofe 
of his acquiefcence ; for though during the 
wars betjween France and England, from a 
tyrbvflcnt and fickle dilpofition, he had al- 
ways 
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ways favoured the latter, yet, as he had 
lately entered into a ftrift alliance with 
Don Henry, the Prince was apprehenfivc 
of fome obftni£tions from him. But Don 
Pedro, who during his adVerfity was very 
laviih of his promifes, agreeing to reftore 
ieveral towns which he had taken ffom iht 
King of Navarre, and alfo to pay him im- 
mediately iifty-iix thouiaod florins of gold^ 
he coiifented to permit the army to pafs 
through his territories. The repayment of 
this fum, which the Prince of Wales ad-* 
vanced to fatisfy the King of Navarre, was 
the only contract which the perfidious Caf- 
tilian ever performed *, and that probably 
he would have evaded, had he not given a 
a boiad for it dated at Libourne near Bour- 

♦ This was the only confideratioa the Prince cv.er re- 
ceived for the money he advanced, and his friendly 
exertions io favour of this King, exclufiye of fome move- 
ables which he lefl in his hands : among them was a rich 
table decked with gold and precious ftoncs, that fome 
years after fell into the pofTeffion of Thomas Arundclji 
Siihop of Ely, who left it by will to bis focceiibrs. 

deaux. 
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deaux, a^d September 1366, and left his 
fhrec Daughters' as a fecurity. 

Don Pedro at the fame time, by a deed 
4ated alfo at Libourne, as a perpetual tef- 
timony of his gratitude, and as a lafting 
monument of his acknowledgments for 
fuch Angular grace and goodnefs extended 
to him, as well as for the greatefl: incrcafe 
of honour he could pofEbly fancy for the 
Prince of Acquitain and Wales, and for 
the Crown of England (thus it is exprefled) 
granted imto King Edward, to the Prince 
his Son, and to their heirs and fucceffors, 
Kings and Princes of England for ever, 
that whenever it fhould pleafe any of them 
to be In perfon in the wars with any King 
of Caftile againft an enemy of the Chriftian 
faith, that the faid King and his three 
leldeft Sons fhould have the chief command 
in the van-guard above all other Princes 
in Chriftendom : and although at fuch time 
neither of them fhould be there in perfon, 
yet there fhould always be provided by the 

Kings 
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Kings of Caftile, or their Succeffors, 3 ftan- 
dard of the arms of England, to be borne in 
the lame place for the honour of that king- 
dom, . He alfo grants in the lame contraft 
fome Qther privileges to the Englifh, 
which prove the greatnefs of Don Pedro's 
objig^tions. 

The Prince of Wal^s now employed all 
bis thoughts to perform with honpur th^ 
adventure b^ was eng^d in : he was at 
this time irj the flower of his life, being in 
the thirty-fixth year of his ^ge, qf full 
ftrength of bqdy, . in perfect Jiealth, a,nd pf 
undaunted courage lyell tetupe^ed with ex- 
perience and difcretion. How lad a reverie 
did this unfortunate expedition occafipii \ 

The Companions who had obeyed his 
fummons amounted to twelve thouland, 
and were maintained by him during the 
winter at an amazing expence ^ befides thefe 
he took into his pay all the valiant men 
that offered of whatever country. To 
enable him to do this, he cauljed the 

gre^teft 
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§;featefl part of his plate to be melted dowri^ 
and borrowed large fums from his friends 
ill Englaiidi Satisfied with the propriety of* 
his own conduft, he endeavoured to infpire 
his Lords and Knights with favourable 
fentiments of the caufe he had undertaken : 
with great humanity he buried the . vices 
of the Man in the fufFerings of the Khig ; 
and perfuaded, according to the defpotic 
opinion of all the Monarchs of thofe rude 
times, that no fiibjefts had a right to depofe 
their Sovereign, however tyrannical his 
condud, much lefs that it. became a baftard 
Brother to ufurp a throne, he was comfcious 
that his exertions in defence of the baniflied 
King were founded on honour and equity. 

^ Whllft the Prince was bufied at Bour- 
deaux in preparations for the Spanifli war^ 
the Princefs his Confort was delivered of 
another Son^ to whom he gave the namd 
of Richard; and he was called, according 
to the cuftom of that age, Richard of 
Bourdeaux* . This Prince, after thq death 

R of 



C 258 ] 

of his Father, arid elder Brother Edward, 
who died, at the age of feven years, fuc- 
ceeded his Grandfather Edward the Third, 
and wore the crown of England twenty- 
two years *• 

On the Sunday following, being tlie tenth 
of January, the Prince of Wales left the 
. city of Bourdeaux with a royal equipage, 
having fent the greateft part of his forces 
before him, and arrived in the evening at 
Dax, where he met his Brother the Duke 
of Lancafter, who had landed with his 
troops in Bretagne, and marched through 
the provinces of Poiftou and Sainftonge. 

* Sir John Froiflart relates, that on the day of this 
Frince*s birth, as he fat at dinner in Bourdeaux, Sir 
Richard Ponchardon, a valiant Knight of England^ 
{killed in the aftrological fcience, came to him within 
two hours after the Prince was bom, and (aid, " Froif- 
" fart, write down and remember, that this morning my 
*^ Lady the Princefs is brought to bed of a fair Son, on 
" this twelfth day, which is the day of the three Kings ;. 
*< and though he is but, the fecond Son of a King's Son, 
« yet he (lialli)e King," 

The 
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The Princefs of Wales beheld with a fe- 
cret dread this firft feparation from her be- 
loved Lord: the weak ftate fhe happened 
at that time to be in added weight to the 
blow ; but the confideration that an increafe 
of glory to her Edward, whofe renown 
was deirer to her than life, would be the 
reward of this abfence, and the plfcafing cx- 
pe<Sation of ieeing him return crowned with 
frefli laurels, baniihed every complaint. 
Her fighs however could not be fuppreffed ; 
amidfl all her pomp anxious apprehenfions 
would frequently intrude, and for a mo- 
ment permit tendernefs to triumph over 
reafon. The feelings of the Pruice were 
no lefs pungent ; but engaged in the caufe 
of Humanity, and intent on glorious deeds, 
he fufFered not even the excitations of love 
to retard the great purpoles of his foul. 
Their adieu was uncommonly tender ; that 
of Heftor and Andromache, hoyirever ele- 
gantly defcribed, could not prpclaim with 
greater energy the fufceptible heart or the 
exalted mind* 

R 2 After 
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After the jundloa of his troops with 
thofe of his Brother, the Prince continued 
his march towards Caftile ; .but thotgh the 
King of Navarre had folemnly engaged to 
grant the Englilh . forces a jfrec paflage 
.through his kingdom, yet on their approadi 
they foui\d^great obftruftions ; it was even 
rumoured that he had declared for the new 
King of Caftile. The inconfiftency of his 
charaAer. reiidering this report probable^ Sir 
Thomas Calverley, with fome of the Coxn- 
panions who formed, the Prince's van, took 
the* to\yn of Puente de Rcyna and die city 
Qf Miranda, which belonged to him. * Tl»s 
induced the King of Navarre tp fend a No- 
bleman to .the Prince to. make his cxciiie^, 
which he did' with fo much ' plaufibility, 
• that the Prince fmothered his refentment^ 
but in filled on his Mafter's meetiiig him to 
perfed the accommodation. . . The King 
was obliged to fubmit to tliis degradation, 
and met the P-iince of Wales in perfon on 
the frontiers of his dominions, where, after 
feveral conferences, the laft treaty Was ex- 

i^ plained 
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pkincd and renewied. This beipg done^ 
he returtied to his rciidence in the city of 
Pampelona, ordering all the avenues of his 
country to be left open, and commandiag 
his lubjefts to furnifti the Englifli with pro- 
vifions on payment of a reafonable price for 
them*'. . ' .* 

The Prince's arnay then continued ks 
march in three diviiions ; the firft cOfti- 
maixled by die Duke of J^ancaft^r md Lord 
John ^ Chandos ; i the fecond by the Priiipe 
himfeif ^nd Don .Pedro ; and the. ifeird jby 
James, King of M^orca ; /^: this, order 
they: pafled the Pyreneaii naouptains, not 
without incredible. diflSculties from ; the rug- 
gednefs of the rofds, and the jiicl^nriency of 
the ieafon* , .. 

/ Don Henry> King of Caftile,: ui^ed by 
Sir B^rtrand du iGuefcliii, had taikep every 
precaution to fruftrate the attempt .of his 
enemies: by th^ ^fiftance of Pedro, King 
of Arrjgon, aud fome other . neighbouring 
R 3 powers, 
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powers, Ke was enabled to raife an army of 
one hundred thoufand men, with which he 
now advanced to meet the Prince of Wales, 
whole forces did not amount to one-liiird of 

* that number. , .; ' 

... . . i 

When the arniies approached each- other, 
the Prince detached a party of one hundred 
and fifty men at arms, and three hundred 
{tied: arphers, all well mounted, under the 
command of Lord Thomas Felton, to dit- 
^ cover the pofture of his adverfary : Sir 
' Thomas having pafled the river Ebro with 
great fecrecy, encamped at Naverret, from 
whence they frequently rode up to the 
camp o( the Spaniards, with an intent to 
defcry their nunibers and fituationt One 
evening they venture almoft to a village 
which Don Henry had made his head 
quarters ; this boldiiefs brought on a Ikir* 
raifh; but notwithftariding Sir Thomas 
was obliged to retreat, he carried off ieveral 
prifoners with him. The next morning he 
fcnt a Knight to inform the Prince, then at 

gfllvatierrai 



[ 263 ] 

Salvatierra, of his fuccefs, and the ftrength 
, of the enemy ; at the fame time he in- 
formed, him that Don Henry was advancing 
to mtet. hiixiy and feemed defirous to come 
to an en^gement* The Prince hearing 
thefe tidhigs, faid aloud tq thofe about him, 
** By my ft^th this baftard Henry is a 
f /^ valiant Knighj;, his readjnefs to meet us 
[ ."proves him fb ; fince he Is thus dilpofed, 
. *f .Wf?. will wX long <>ppofe his wifhes.'* 

. He then in^inediately Jflued orders for 

, ; ii^r^iing to Vidoiiai. an advantageous . poft 

. .\vhidi ,he tfeought it neceffary to fecure : 

j]ie. was no: fpon^r, arrived tha^ hcf drew up 

, hi & army in. otdct of battle,^ and waited 

jifith copipt^ur^ the a^ack. To raife an 

,ffti}il^ioj). amp^gj^he younger part of his 

^/forces, h^ ^rftfknig^ited in th^ field Don 

Pedro, and afterwards conferred the fame 

, ^hj^nqur on ievfral C9urageous and hopeful 

L ypuiig.Qentlepii^p. JBu^Dqi^ Henry being 

\ w;eU fupplied wit^ provifions, and finding 

. tljat a fcar^ify prevailed among hii^ enemies, 

R 4 he 
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he could not be drawn from his camp^ 
The prince feeing there was no poffibility 
of procuring fubfiftence for his army in hi^ 
pfefcnt fitiiafion, marched through the pro- 
vince of A lava till he carne to Vienne on thd 
confines of Navarre ;- where having' refrdlhfed 
hrs men for two days, he puffed the Ebro 
pnd encamped near Najara. Don Hehrry, 
pti this ma ement of the Prince, diflodging 
frqrn St. Miguel encamped near him, an4 
a battle npw became unavoidable. 

' The next day, being Saturday the third 
pf April I367, the Prince was ready armed 
pnd in the field 'as fboh as the morning 
dauncd. As the armies approached eac|> 
other,/ 'sVith his vifor up, and his hands 
plafped in a fupplicating attitude, he ad^ 
drefled himfelf to Heaven iii a ihort ejacu? 
latiDn, begging with ^eat humility and 
' fervour the afliftance -of that Being, with- 
put v/hole aid neither valouj: nor ftirength 
pan enfure fuccefs ; after which, laying 
his right hand' ori the (feioul^er of Don 

Pedrq 



Pedro who rode by bis fide, he bid htni1)e of 
good cheer, for. that day he trufled vyo^ld 
pla<re hun,*gaia on. the throue. of Caftile-x 
he tbeor gave the word fqr the'pnfe?,- which 
was, " Adyance, banners, \n the naine of 
M God and St. Qeorge." . ^ 

The divifioa which the Prince led at* 
tacked with great fury the yan of the Spa- 
niards, cdramanded by. the Duke pf ^n- 
celloni and Don Sancho, - the King's Bro- 
thers ; but not being able to withftand the 
imfpbtuous iQioek, (hey ibon fled in great 
diforder, and opened aWny for the Englilh 
fo reach the main bddy, wiiich confifted of 
fixty thoufand men, »t the head of: whom 
was Don Hei>ry, 

The. fight now grew defperate, ; and was 
maintained with great bravery by both 
parties till noon, when viftory declared for 
the Prince. :Don Henry rallied his men 
f:hree tinjes^ and. led them back to the 
charge yy^th undaunted reiblution, endea- 
vouring 
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louring each time to arouie th^ir courage; 
by thefe pathetic remonftrances : *S My 
•' LA>rds9' I am your King; made fo by 
your free choice ; and you itwc. iwoca to 
flipport me on the throne yoU have givd^i 
** me ; for Heaven's lake, therefore, be 
♦* mindful of your promiies, and acquit 
^* yourfelves loyally untor mcL'' Another 

time would he lay, ** Where/ is tfaerooa* 
** rage of thole noble Spaniard) ti^Ki, undtr 

^* my Flathcr King Alphonib, have lb o3«n 
^* conquered the Moors^} Do not noffriiif* 
• * grace your former glory.** By tbefe URd 
Similar exprellion^ he infpimd xoany ^ le&s 
Knights with tmuTDal courage, . and tWy 

^iacrificed tbeir lives to hi^ iefvice« But ^^ (he 
fuperior fortune of the. Priocc^ of;W?i<5s 
prevailed : pity that it had not been exerfed 
in abetter caule^ and againft a lefs-delerving 

foe* ' ' 

* . . . . ^ 

V 

The Englilh hero behaved in this battle 
as he had done in thole of Grefly and 
Poidiers, with great intrepidity and con- 

fummate 
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fammate prudence : he was^ always in die 
hotteft place of aftion, and wherever the 
g^eateft ftrefs lay thither he conftantly haft- 
enedy carrying with him afiurance to his 
friends^ and terror to his enemies* 

When the fight was ended, he cauied his 
Aan4ard to be ere£):ed on a hill to direA his 
men on their return from the chace : thi- 
ther, amoi^ the other Chiefs, came Don 
Pedro, who .alighted from his horfe. the 
moment he iaw the Prinoet «nd to ihew 
his gratitude would have profbated himfelf 
befoie him; but the Prince ran haftily to 
prevent it, ftud catctnng him by the hand 
would not permit him to kheej ; then, with 
diat noble humility and unaffeded piety 
which h^d ever graced his, life, he. cried, 
^* Kneel not to nje. Sir, but pay your 
*' thanks to God, and give him all the 
" praife, for through him alone, and not 
H by «ie,: have you obtmned this vi<aory/* 

. Notwithftanding 



I ?68 ] 

• 'Ndtwithftandiiig this great example, the- 

' morning after the t battle, Don P^dro^ * by 

hatnre favage and blood-thirfty, d^fii-ed tht 

•Prihte to deliver to him the Duke of Sart- 

celloni, his illegkiraate Brother^ and focK 

other prilbners as were natives of Spain, 

•riitat he might put them . to death* The 

Prince,- fhocked a propofal fo unvirorthy ia 

"truly brave mind, inA:ead of- complying 

with his requefft^ 'adviled him rather to 

*^|^nt4 general . pardon to allhJs' fulgefts, 

^^d by that means endeavour to conciliate 

thfeir minds, thin by a continuance of the 

'ikme inhuman cctodudt that liad already og- 

cafioned their revolt, render his throije 

'iliil infecure. Thus was eveiy di(Statc of 

this, excellent Prince- s b^art conformable to 

'the ftriSeft rules- of genuine he^oifoi. By 

this timely intecpofition ' he- faved the lives 

t)f many Spanifh Noblemen ; from whepce 

a greater fatisfaftion muft arife to a mind 

like .his, than from the vidoiy he had juft 

obtained. The Caftilian King, from the 

*want of power to efFed his fanguinary 

2 . purpofes 
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jmrpbfes' iti oppofition to the Prince of 
Wales/ rather than from convi<9ioii of the 
impropriety o( fuch a i[^ep, laid zfide his 
intentions, and pardoned all the prifoners 
on renewing their oath of allegiance to him. 

Nothing now remained to confummate 
the Prince of Wales's glory : by his exalted 
pr6wefs lie had atchieved three fuch enter- 
' prizes as any one lingly- was fufficient to 
render his name immortal. Firft, at the 
battle of Crefly, where the whole power 
of France was broken, two Kings flain, 
and a diird put to flight, and this at an age 
before other Princes have learned the rudi- 
ments of war, or are able to wield a wea- 
pon ; fccottdly, at the battle qf Poi£liers, 
ten'years after, when with an inferior force 
he again overthrew the French, and took 
their King with all the flower of his Nu- 
bility prifoners ; thirdly, at Najara, as juft 
recited, where at one blow he decided the 
fate of a kingdom ; for the Spaniards ter- 
rified at this defeat, voluntarily returned to 

their 



their duty, and again accepted Don Pedro 
as their lawful Sovereign. But t|iis lafk 
exploit, though nothing inferior in honour 
to the former, was attended with the moft 
fetal confequences ; for during his fby in 
Spain in expectation of Don Pedro*s ful- 
filling his promifes, through the heat of the 
climate he fell fick of an inqurable difeafe, 
V which put an end to his life, after lingering 
ten years under it. 

When the news of the Prince's fiiccefs 
arrived in England, rejoicings equal to 
thofe made on his former victories ipread 
throughout the land ; the city of London in 
particular celebrated it with great fblemnity, 
and his royal Parents prided themfelves in 
this accumulation of feme to their fevourite 
Son. But a different fcene prefented itfelf 
in the kmgdom of France; imfeigned for- 
row fat on every brow for the lofs of {o 
many of their braveft countrymen, who 
having followed the fortune^ of Sir Ber- 
trand du Guefclin were flain in the battle : 

the 
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the capture alfo of Sir Bertrand, their re- 
, doubted champion, proved a great corrofive 
to the minds of thofe who had gloried in 
his might, and let his warlike anions in 
competition with thofe of his Conqueror. 

Don Pedro being thus re-eftablifhed on 
his throne, the Prince of Wales put him 
in mind of the conditions on which he had 
engaged in his caufe, entreating him to 
fulfil them that he might return to Guienne* 
The Spaniih King excufed himfelf for the 
prefent by pleading his inability, but pro- 
mifed to take a progrefs through his king* 
dom for the purpofe of raifing contributions, 
with which he would repay every obli- 
gation to his auxiliaries. The Prince was 
obliged to be fatisfied with this evafion, 
and waited at Valladolid upwards of fix 
weeks with a tolerable degree of patience 
for Don Pedro^s piomifed return : at the 
end of that time he fent three Knights to 
Seville, where he heard the Spanifh King 
thm was, to know the reafon why he had 

not 
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not kept his appointment* They feceived 
no greater fatisfaftion ; for the King noW 
imputing his delay to the frequent plunders 
of the Companions, which put it out of 
the power of his fubjeSs to aflift him as he 
expefted, defired the Prince to withdraw 
the whole of his troops from his dominions, 
only leaving behind him proper perfons to 
receive the ftipulated fums when he Xhould 
be able to pay them. This at once couj^ 
.vinced the Prince that he had xiothing to 
expefl from him; and he found. he had to6 
nmch reafon to repent the affocia/ting hmx^ 
felf with a man like Don Pedro, abandoned 
to all fenfe of virtue and honour : he . faw 
that thefe refufals prpceeded rather from a 
want of principle .than of ability, and was 
tempted fometimes to make ufe of force to 
recover the fums which were thus' unjuftly 
withheld from him ; but ffioding his army 
daily diminilhing by iicknefs, and his own * 

hiealth 

* .Some Authors impute the Punce's illnefs to charms 
and incantations ; others to the unwholefome air of Spain, 

or 
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health greatly impaired by the climate, he 
was obliged to be content with thefe affur* 
aiices, and to return into Guienne. 

At Bourdeaux he was received in tri- 
umph ; he there met the Princefs and his 
Son Edward, now about three years of age : 
the ' Princefs's jjoy was greatly damped by 
the vifible alteration in her much-loved Ed- 
ward's health ; nor could the increaie of 
his glory compen^te for the baneful confe- 
qtiences with which it was attended : ' 
whilft ihe welcomed his return with inex- 
jpreffible rapture, the pallid hue which had 
fupplanted the glow of health that was 
wont to infpire- cheerfulnefs, and to excite 
her love, in an inftant threw a gloom over 
her beauteous countenance, and checked 

or to fotae lingering poifon : the latter fuppofition is 
;not improbable, and it may have been adminiftered to 
him by order of the man on whom he had conferred un- 
deferved favours, but* who, infligated by ingratitude 
and his natural cruelty, took this method to acquit him- 

fclf of iheo?; 

'. - ^ 

S every 
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every rifing tranlport. From that hour her 
tender apprehenfions were awakened, and 
fhe anticipated that fatal event which flowly 
crept on, and at length overwhelmed not 
only his amiable Confort, but the whole 
Englifli nation with anguiih and defpdr. 

Soon after his arrival the Prince dif- 
banded his army, and declaring his obliga* 
tions to the Chiefs for their cheerful, and 
efficacious affiftances, promifed, as foon as 
he could raife the neceflary fupplies, to pay 
them for their fervices, even though Don 
Pedro (hould not fulfil his engagements : 
^* Fqr my own part,'* continued this ge- 
nerous Prince, '^ Honour Ihall be my only 
" reward." The troops, fatisfied of the 
punduality of their beloved General who 
had never forfeited his word to them, re- 
tired without murmuring ; and he ailigned 
quarters to the Companions till they fhould 
receive the ftipulated pay. 

According 



t ^75 ] 

According to. the eftabliflied tuftom, he 
ifoon allowed fuch of the French and Spa- 
nifh Knights as could procure fufficient 
ranfotn to return to their homes i but SirBer- 
trand du Guefclia, the French champion, 
who had feated Don Henry on the throne 
of Caftile, remained a prifoner with the 
Prince fome tin^, till an accidental circum- 
ftance procured him that liberty, which nei- 
ther; the offer of a confiderable ranfom nor 
th^ fblicitations of his friends were able to 
obtain. The Prince, who treated all his 
prilbner^ with great affability, converfing 
,one day with this General faid, ^^ How 
** does your Ipirit brook this confinement, 
« Sir Bertand r ^' Very well, Sir," re- 
turned the Knight ; " how can I be difla- 
" tisfied, iince I am in the hands of the 
'* moft generous Prince living, and made 
*' prifoner by the moft renowned Knight in 
*' the world ?" " Lord John Chandos is 
*' indeed fo,'' anfwered the Prince j ^* but 
*^ though it is no difhonour to be conquered 
" by a gallant man, what comfort hav9 
82 ** you 
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** you in being drained, when moft of 
** your countrymen are ranibmed?'* " Oh, 
"Sir/' replied Sir Bertrahd, " I have this 
"comfort ; it is reported both in France 
** and Spain, that your Highnefs "ftands fo 
** much in fear of me that you dare not 
" let me go, which -muft nefeds redound to 
^' the honour of fo mean a Knight as I 
" am." The Prince knew well to what 
end thefe fubtile expreffions tended; he 

. alfo remembered that his whole Council had 
been unanimous, in advifing him to reject 
every offer of ranlbm for fo formidable an 
enemy, till Don Pedro had paid the money 

. lb. long prorhifed, feariijg he might, again 
embroil the affairs of Spain, and put that 
King out of a capacity of paying: he was 

.however of too great a fpirit to bear this^ 
infinuation, though prudence urged the ne- 

. ceffity of his being detained. To convince 

. him therefore that he was fuperior to- his 
bravado, and. to let him fee that his refto- 

;, ration to. liberty depended on himfelf,* he 

. told him he would immediately confent to 

his 



his ranfom If he chofe it;, at the fame 
time to combat him with his own weapons, 
he refolved to afk fuch a fum as he could 
not eafily raife : he coiifequently made him 
this reply; ** Then, Sir, It feems you 
" imagine we detain you here through dread 
** of your prowefs and chivalry ; but think 
" not fb, Sir Knight, for I fwear by St. 
^ George, on payment of one hundred 
** thoufand franks you Ihall immediately 
** be free." " Agreed, Sir," returned the 
General, " and I thank you for the honour 
" of rating me lb high." The Prince would 
not recede from what he had faid, though 
his Council would have perfuaded him to 
break his promife; and Sir Bertrand, by 
the affiftance of the French King, the Duke 
of Anjou, and Don Henry, having raifed 
ill lefs than a mondi the fum agreed, which 
amounted to ten thoufand pounds flerling^ 
was releafed from his imprifonment, 

Don Henry no longer dreading the Prince 

of Wales's potent arm, collefted his fcat- 

$3 tered 
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tercd Jtroops and removed into the king? 
dom of Arragon, where he renewed his" air 
liance with tthat King, who promifed to 
aid him in the^irecovery of the throne he 
Jiad been driven from^ TKe unparalleled 
cruelties exercifed b^ Don Pedro over his; 
helpiefs fubjeds, whom he now regarded 
as vanquiflied rebels, revived all the animo- 
iity of the Caftilians againft him. D6i\ 
Henry topjs: advantage of this renewed difla- 
}:I§fa6tiop, and affifted by the King of Ar^ 
fagon, and Sir Bertrand du Gnefclin, who 
immediately on his releafe had raifed a* con- 
iiderable body of French and marched tQ 
his aid, he fought out his opponenf. A 
battle cnfued, in \yhiph Don Pedro was de- 
feated; and retiring with difficulty from 
the 'field, threw himfejf with a few troops 
jntp the caftle of Montrel, whither his vic- 
tpnoP? Brother followed him and laid fiege 
^0 ^he paftle, 

Ppn Pedro finding, that from a fcarcity of 
prpvifipns he tf^ould nof be able to hold oxit 
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long, refolved to attempt an efcape : ac- 
cordingly about the hour of midnight, ac- 
companied only by twelve perfons, he 
iffued out in great filence, and was favoured 
by the darknefs of the night. He however 
had not proceeded far before Sir Bertrand 
du GuefcliiJ, who had forefeen this attempt, 
and was therefore the more watchful, 
alarmed the guard on hearing the trampling 
of horfe^; rulhing immediately into the 
road from whence the found proceeded, he 
laid hold of the bridle of the firft horfe he 
met, which happened to be Don Pedro's, 
telling )xvax that he was a dead man if he 
offered . to move on. The Spanifh King 
then dilcovering hincifelf, endeavoured to 
corrupt the fidelity of the jPrench Knight, 
by a pjTon^iife of t>yo hundred thoufand 
crowns of gold if he would permit him t9 
,efcape; but Sir Bej^raijid, faithful to the 
caufe he had efpoufed, fecured the King 
with aU his train, arid carried them to his 
tent. 

. . ,84 He 
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He had not been long there before Don 
Henry, attended by the Duke of Roche- 
breton and fome other Noblemen, came \n : 
as Don Henry entered he cried aloud, 
^^ Where is that Son of a Whore the Jew, 
** who calls himielf King of Caftile r" Don 
Pedro could not contain himfelf at this in- 
i'ult, but boldly replied, ^* 'Tis thou that 
/* art the Son of a Whore, and I the legi- 
" timate Son of King Alphonfd :" at the 
lame time feizing Don Henry, he threw 
him upon a bench, and with liis dagger 
would certainly have flain him, had not 
Lord Rochebreton laid hold of Don Pedro'6 
leg and turned him on his back, thus ex- 
prefling himfelf, *^ I neither make King, 
*^ nor marr King.'' Don Henry recover- 
ing himfelf by this timely affiftance, drew 
out a long knife and plunged it into his 
Brother's heart, fo that he inftantly died. 
Thus fell Don Pedro, and King Henry in 
confequenee became fully eftabliftied oti the 
throne of Caftile, The defcendents of th«; 
fprm^r tjQWeyer, jif^ey fome^me^ re-^pendec^ 
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' it ; for Henry, Grandfon of Don Henry, 
taking to wife the Princefs Catherine, fok 
daughter and heirefs of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancafter, by his fecond wife Con^ 
it^nce, eldeft Daughter of JGng Pedro, the 
families became united, and he reigned as 

' the . t5ve and . lawful King of Caftile and 

Xeofl, 

The death of Don Pedr<) pitt an end t^ 
^very expectation of jthofe fujns of money 
•being paid, which he waiR incjebt^ Xo the 
•forces who. had regained him his crown^ 
The Prince of Wales, howjever, jnore fiuth* 
ful to his pisomife, and t^anacious.of hi$ ho- 
nour, fully reacompenfed all thofe who had 
feryed him in that expedition ; but \xi order 
to do this^ he was obliged to load his fubjefts 
with taxes ; this gave them fuch difguft, 
that many of them threw themfelvesintathe 
arms of their ancient Sovereign the King qf 
France ; and unable from his ill health 
to oppofe them in perfon, he had the vexa^ 
tipfi (Q f^e a great part of his late-acquired do*. 

ppiinion? 
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minions torn from him. Agreeable to the 
advice of his Council, he endeavoured to 
raife the ne^effary fupplies by a foiiage^ or 
a tax on all chimnies throughout his princi- 
pality : the fum impofed on each chimney 
was a livre, whidh it was fuppofed would 
produce twelve hundred thoufand livres per 
annum ; but this was fruftrated by the op- 
pofition many of the Lords made to it: 
thofe who lived near his court, and were 
inunediately expofed to his refentment, fub- 
mitted to it, though with extreme reluc- 
tance ; whilft others abfolutely refufed com- 
pliance. All the Prince's anaiable qualities 
were not fuffici^it to mitigate or affuage 
the ^mofity which was revived on this ac- 
count in the breaft of the inhabitants o£ Ac«» 
quitain againft the Englifli. The Counts 
of Armagnac, of Perigort, and of Co* 
mignes, the Lord d' Albert, and feme other 
Nobl^ withdrew themfelves to Paris, car- 
rying their complaints to Charles the French 
King, as their Lord Paraipount, againft thefe 
pppreflions. 

The 
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Tbe King of France had now, by his 
prudence, brought the affairs of his kingdom 
into excellent order ; but he thought it yet 
too fpon to breal^ with the Englifh: he 
therefore for fome time refufed to grant their 
petitions, or to interfere in their ^ifputes. 
He was howeyer at length prevailed on by 
them to re-aflume the fovereignty over thofe 
dominions, which had been given up by 
the treaty of Bretigny ; and they even per- 
vaded him to fummon the Prince of Wales 
to make his perfonal appearance before him 
^t Paris, there to juftify his conduct to- 
wards his vaijals. Many circumftances 
fconfpired to bring the French Monarch to 
this determination t the mortal injuries his 
kingdom had received from the Engliih, 
the pride of their triurriphs, and the feverc 
term's impofed by the treaty of peace, 
feemed to call for every prudent method of 
retaliation : he at the 'fame time confidered 
the declining years of King Edward, the 
langxiifhing ftate of the Prince of Wales^s 
jbealth, the afFe<Stion which the inhabitants 

» of 



T ?«4 3 

of theie provinces bore to their former Maf^ 
ters, the animofity his fubjefts in general 
exprefled againft their invaders, and their 
-ardent defire of revenge ; • all thefe confide- 
rations contributed to procure his exertion 
in favour of the Gafcon Lords, as a prelude 
*o more important movements. 

Before the French King iagreed to funi- 
mon the Prince of Wales, he thought it good 
policy to endeavour by ibme fallacious means 
or other to get over his brother the Duke of 
Berryi and tte reft of the Noblemen: who 
were itill detained as hoftages for the re- 
mainder of his late Father's ranfom. Ac- 
cordingly the Duke having received a pri- 
vate hint from Charles of his intentions, 
obtained leave of the Englifti Monarch tp 
return home to recreate himfelf amongft his 
friends and relations for one year.. King 
Edward, froni the unwarlike character of 
Charles, could not be convinced, even by 
the repeated informations of his Son tjie 
Prince pf Wsles^ that he had ?ny defigns of 

commencing 
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commencing hoftilities ; he therefore- freel)^ 
granted the Duke of Berry permi'fiion to re- 
turn to France on his parole for the time 
requefted; This, as pre-concerted, he paid 
no regard to ; and the Lord Guy of Lux- . 
embourg. Count de St* Pol alfo, an inve* 
terate enemy to the Englifh nation, found 
means by much fubtilty to get away with- 
out leave. _ , - 

The Prince of Wales \vas greatly -dif- 
pleafed at the oppofition he met with in 
raifing the new tax ; and to (hew his dif* 
dain of thofe Noblemen who had retired iii 
difguft, he proceeded to exaft it with a high 
hand on their diftrifts : but on receiving 
the fummons from the French King; his 
. difpleafure was more highly excited. Tlie 
conqueror of France could not brook fo 
public an infult from a perfbn, who but a . 
few years before had quitted the field with 
precipitation at his approach. The only 
anfwer therefore he returned to the meflen- 
gers who delivered it was, *' That he would 

** readily^ 
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<« readily vifit Paris, fince he was thus 11x4 
•* vited, but it (hoiild be at the head of 
•* fixty thouland men/* This threat, how- 
ever, he was never able to put in execu- 
tion, for being fbon after fo for reduced by 
the fetal diftemper which preyed on his vi- 
tals, that he could not fit on horieback, his 
own troops were greatly difmayed, and his 
enemies inlpired with frefli courage. 

trhe King of France no Iborier received 
this indignant meflage, and with it a true 
ftate of the Prince's declining health, than 
he fecretly made preparations for war : the 
firft ftep he took was to difpatch the Count 
d'Armagnac, . the Lord d'Albert, and the 
other rebellious Gafcoix Lords, with a 
ftrong body of forces, to endeavour to re* 
cover their own demefnes, which the Prince 
of Wales had taken poffeffion of on their 
retreat : at the lame time he gave orders to 
his Brother the Duke of Anjou, who lay at 
Thouloufe, to affift thefe Lords in a private 
manner, without throwing afide the malk 

of 
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o£ amity. They accordingly made aft in-* 
road into Rovergne, and took federal places; 
but the vigilance of the Prince of Wales^ 
who had thrown ftrong garrifbns into all the 
fortrdTes of his dominions, prevented iStic 
Ijords from making any great pirogrefs* 

King Charles now finding the plan of 
his propofed vengeance ripe for execution^ 
font off a defiance to the King of England^ 
and to load it with a greater degree of in* 
fult, ordered it to be delivered to. him by- 
one of the loweil officers of his houihold* 
Before King Edward could receive intellir 
gence of his defign, he got pofleflion of 
Ponthieu, the Burghers of the city of Ab- 
beville having treacheroufly opened their 
gates to him, and fet an example which the 
whole province followed* 

Tlie Englifh Monarch, at length aroufed 
from the lethargy out of which his Son had 
fb often in vain endeavoured to awake him, 
made the ncceflary preparations for fecuring 

the 



the reft of his /temtories In' FrancfeV in-j 
qenfed at tius decfeitfol. condti& of the' 
French King, he„ threatened to' put to death i 
aU:the: hdiagea who remaihedin his hands 5'^ 
but liftening onrreflb<aion to: the diftates of 
Humanity, he abftained ffom.fuchxunge-^ 
nerous revenge. To fhew his adverfary 
how much he- refented this unexpe&ed 
breach of the late treaty, he re-alfumed the 
flyle and dignity of King of France ; and 
laying afide his ufual fealj' niade ufe of 
Othelrs, -whereon were quartered the arms of 
England and France, and- infcribed alter- 
nately^ EDVARDUS, ANGLIiE ET 
FRANCIS R^X; or FRANCIiE ET 
ANGLIC REX, 

Mri:the mean time the Dukes of Berry 
and Anjou, affifted by Sir Bertrand di; 
Guefclin, who was on this occafion recalled 
frbna Spain, invaded the dominions of /the 
Prince of Wales. In a few weeks fixty* 
towns and forl;reffes . fubmitted to the obedir 
ence.of thp French King without any re*? 

fiftance. 
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fittance, through the treachery of the itiha-* 
bitants, excited by the clergy, ahd pro-^* 
tefted by the forces under the ccSmmand of 
the two Dukes. The Englifli with the 
Prince of Wales i^ere too inconfiderable in 
number to prevent this defeftion j but King 
Edward fending expeditioufly a cqnfiddrable 
body of troops to the Prince's aid, under 
his Son Ekiinund of L^gley, Earl of Cam* 
bridge^ and' his Son-in-law John Haftings, 
Earl of Pembroke, he was enabled to piake 
fome head agaihft them^ Mairiy ikirnuihes 
happened between the contending parties, 
in which fuccefs fometinaes crowned one 
fide, fomctimes the other ; but the Prince 
of Wales being confined by his difbrder at 
AngOulefme^ and his troops divided to de* 
fend the diflferent fbrtrefles, the Engliifh 
Comnlanders chofe not to hazard a general 
engagement. 

■« 
'The King of France during this time was 

employed in the northtrn parts of his king-j 

dom: he Ipent the beginning .of the year 

T at 
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^ at tiarfleur, in eqiupping a fleet to invade 
England^ with a ^Dirmidahle army undei 
the condud of his Brother Philips the Duko 
of Burgundy; *but after all his »pj»parar» 
tions he was <)bltged' to lay this dxpeditldn 
aiide tei^pdlfhe£i)gli(h, tvh^ t^fere wtaHat'- 
ing his ititentidni upon him. • The Btske ©f 
LancAfl^r havinglandedat Calais pMi a c^nfi-^ 
de^ablehody o£ t<:o0p^ madeiEuch iniioadi^iiito 
France, and cpmnii^ed fuch^ d^ced^^fms, 
that th^ French "Kitig ordered big. f^n of 
war to be laid up, ^ftd ditcSbsd his Brotliar 
t<5 lead his forces lowatds Picaidy, to ftop 
the' progrefs of the £ngliili arms: lie ao^ 
cof^itigly encamped oppofke them ntor St. 
Oni^rsv and though he was greatly fuperior 
in nutabers, yet he refiifed .to give them 
battle; for the King his Brother csroem^ 
bering that in i^rjsier actions fupericMiQr had 
not availed^ he prudently commanded the 
Duke to avoid a decifive engagement* The 
Engliih Prince, judging it raih^eil to at- 
tack the French in their trmches ^;^nft 
iuch odds^ drew up his army in order cl* 
I battle 
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battle fot ieverjtl daje^' and contented hixii^ 
felf with thus fettii^ theM at defiances 

. The arnaje^ in the' fbuthern parts coti-^ 
£nad tjtj^mfelv^ to fiege^, taking and rc-^ 
tjdf^ng tpwns au4 eaftles from each others 
ajid m 5fcti§ nxanner they were employed for 
fevef^ . campaigns, during which nothing 
>f&Qr)$:th^ the ufual occurrences happened f 
.^%fi)t the lofs of two gallant Knights^ 
whi^ te^l djiQiPrincei of Wales about thi? 
.tiflpe^. ^: . ■ .. ■' 

^ i. TheXard Jaines Aiidelej^ who had; be* 

haved with^ fo much bravery ac the battle 

4if J?m^er3^ and m many other oeeafions^ 

boin^ bereaved hy fickhefs of his Son Sif 

Jam^ Audeley, a hopeful young Gentle- 

m^5 he defired leave of the Prince to r4- 

,tire to England* The Prince tonfented^ 

but with great relufitance; fofr though his 

.l^rdihip's eminent ferviees. demanded this 

indulgence, he could not fuSr & ufeful and 

T i beloved 
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beloved a Nobleman to leave him withoilt 
feeling the extremeft regret. 

Lbird John Chandos^ who equalled Lord 
Audeley in merit, being appointed Serief- 
chal of Poiftou on the refignition^ of that 
Nobleman, he took every opportunity of 
annoying the French* Returning oiie dzf 
rfrom an expedition againft -them, flightfy 
.attended, he fell in unesgpeftedly with a 
.party of the enemy, and a fharp encounter 
enfued : it was early in the morning, and 
the ground happening to be flippery from 
a hbar ftxift, Lord Chandos ftrilcing Vio- 
lently atJone of his adverfaries with a'malfy 
hattk-axe. Aid and fell down; before he 
could rife,! a rapier -was thruft through the 
•fight of his vifbr, and entered his face juft 
-below his eye; the blow was given by fo 
ftrong an arm . that it penetrated his head, 
c and his Lordfhip, after a few ftruggles, 
.fliewed no fyraptoms of life. Sir Edward 
• Clifford who was near at hand haftened to 
*his aid; but though. he arrived too late, 

yet 
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yet he valiantly defended the body of his 
friend, and put the French to flight. Af- 
ter the aftion was over, Sir Edward per- 
ceiving figns of life in the wounded Knight, 
caufed him to be carefully difarmcd, and to 
be borne foftly on the (hields of his men to 
a neighbouring fortrefs, where, notwith- 
ftanding every afliftance, he expired the next 
day in great agonies. 

The Prince of Wales and all the Engliih 
fincerely lamented the lofs of this brave 
Nobleman: even the King of France, his 
enemy, is faid to have greatly grieved at 
his de^th, remarking, that there was'oot a 
perfon living fb likely to have renewed the 
peace between the two crowns as Lord John 
Chandos, he being greatly valued by King 
Edward, and univerfally efteemed and be- 
loved. No Knight ever acquired greater 
fenowxi, either for valour, or judicious con- 
duct : in the battles of Crefly, of Poidiers, 
of Najara, and all the other aftions in 
which he had a (hare, none behaved more 
T 3 gallantly 



t ?J>4 ] 

gallantly, dr ttmi^^n^d with gifeater dm^ 
' ifiefs the Englifli namp; at the fame time 
he poffefled' fo much cantlpur and impart 
fjality, as i^ever to deny his enemies theip 
jijft praife ; with filch prudence and nKxie- 
ration, that before a battle be ncve^ con-^ 
temned them, and when they were con- 
quered, he i}ever 4nlb|ently triumphed over 
them : in war he was a rigid exafter of dif- 
cipline, but in peace courteous and affable. 
Ipq fym up his charadtery being oft the firft 
lift of Knights of the :Garter, he fupported 
^he dignity of that inftitution,, by obferving 
his vows with the uttrtoft plmftuality, and 
preferving his hemour unfpottcd. Tofhew 
the refpeft he bore his dear Lord the Prince 
pf W^lesf (to whofe« cxceliencks^ fto one 
nearer approached than himfclf) he left 
hini all his poffeffions ia Normaiidy, the 
yearly revenues of which amounted to forty 
tbouiand franks^ or four thoufand pounds 
' fterling. ' 

Aft^r 
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Aftef the death of Lord Ch^dos, whofe 
^mnlgQ and vigilance had hitherto kept 
them in tfcre, ibme other Biurons of Gaf- 
coigne and PoiiSou fell from thdr allegiance 
to the Englifti governtnent. The Prince 
of Wales through his illnefs being unable to 
exert hinafelf, this defe(3ion every day ii>- 
creafed to his great mortification : his 
mighty foul began to bend beneath the 
w^ght of his difeafed body, and bis name 
no longer appeared tremendous to his ene- 
mies ; but ftill his troops frequently gave 
proofs that their invincible i^irit was not 
diminished. 

The Companions on the Englifh fide hav- 
ing taken the Caftk of Belle Pedie, belong- 
ing to Lewis Duke of Bourbon, they 
fouhd therein the Lady his Mother, whom 
they made prifoner in expe<Jiation of re- 
eeivii^ a confiderable ranfom for her. The 
Duke hearing of this event was fo inqenfed, 
that he left Paris, where he then refided, 
and haftened to her relief, refolvrig not to 
T 4 leave 
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Imvc the caftle till he had regained poffefi 
lion of it : for this purpofe he railed a cpjar 
fiderabk army, and beiflg reinforced by 
the Lord of Sancerre, a Marfli^l of Fmc^f 
witli a large body of troops, he laid liege tp 
It. In order to reduce the place ijipreat: 
his leifure, and to fecure his men from..thp 
inclemency of the feafon, for it was now 
winter, he buijt a ftrong fprtfefs nejir th^ 
caftle, encomp^ffed it by a d^tch, and dOr 
fended it with towers. Inftead of artillery, 
the ufe of which ivas then fcarcely known, 
the Duke erefted enormous engines, with 
which be paft huge ftpnes and pieces . of 
tio^ber into the caftle ; this fo affrighted 
^is Mother that Ihe lent to him, de- 
i^ring he would forbear to ufe thofe horrid 
weapons, which ftruck her and her female 
attendants with fo much terror. The 
Puke fuppofing that the Duchefs^ was ex- 
cit;€d by his enemies to make this deman4 
for their own eafe, refufed tp comply witl\ 
:\\tif recjuefty 
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The dompanions at lengdi, finding 
tixemfelves greatly ftreig^ned, applied to 
the Prince of Wales for fuccour, who im-^ 
mediately otx]ered his Brother the Earl of 
Cambric^ to march to their relief. The 
Earl, attended by Lx)rd Pembroke, Ijord 
John Montague, and many other Knights, 
railed as many forces as he was able, but 
ftill was greatly inferior to the French: 
with this fmall army he encamped for fifteei^ 
days oppofite ^ the Duke of Bourbon, who 
lay within his fcntifications, not daring, 
though fo Superior jt to attack the £ngli(h. 
The Duke even fent to coUeft a greater 
power, and received coniiderable reinforce* 
ments; riotwithftanding which he ftill con^^ 
tinned on the 4?fenfiyet 

^e Earl of Cambridge thereon fent a 
herald with a defiance to the Duke, wherein 
he informed him, (hat if he did not com^ 
out of his trenches and give him battle, 
he was refolved, the third day from that, to 
fst the Lad^ pf j^ourbon on horfeback, an^ 

9pnye^ 
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convey her awdy before their feces ih the" 
iiiiddle of the day. The Duke ftiU not 
ehoofing to hdzatd ati engagement, on the 
day appointed the Engliih Geberal drew i^ 
his forces in ord^ of battle early in the 
tnorningy and cdnimanded the trumpets to 
be founded in token of defiance : after wait* 
ing in the field icxne hours, he ordeted a 
anarch to be founded : the Companions then 
jcnned him, a free communication havii:^ 
always been pteferved between the eaftle and 
the camp, bringing widi them all thcirira- 
luable t&StSy aMd the Lady of Bourbon 
mounted on a palfrey richly caparifoned, 
attended by her Ladies and ierirants* When 
the cafUe was demolifhed, the Engliih 
marched from before, it in fig^t of the Duke 
of Bourbon and the French army, without 
the IcB^ moleflation ; fa great was the 
dread they ftill entertained of ^e Bpglifh 
arms. 

The Companions took the Dudieis of 
Bourbon with thoim to a foitrefs which they 

held 
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held in thfr Lifflofin^ where ihe remained a 
prffoner* The Priftce tf Wtiks, naturally 
jgiali^t afMl hum^e^ was greatly difpleaied 
With the cdti&iittmtA of the Dnchefs ; he 
feid, ** He waged not Wa* againft women :" 
however, is the Companions/ were under 
le& teflraint than regular troops, and fub* 
fifkd by their plunder, he could not take 
her . out of their hands. But this faying 
being reported to th^m^ they agreed to fet 
her at liberty ; and to (hew that their deters 
mimtion proceeded £rom tefped for the 
Prince, they afked no oi^er ramfbm fof her 
•than Sir Simon Burleigh, an E^glith 
KnighK, then a prifonet with the French, 
for whom they knew the Prfece entertained 
a great a£fedion« This oflfer was accepted 
with great readinefs by the Duke of Bour* 
bon ; and the Prince of Wales had the fa- 
tisia6lion to fee, firom this incident^ how 
grefttly he was beloved by all his dependents. 

A farther inftance of the great impreflion 
jE^Uih valour had htvocily loade on the 

minds 
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minds of the French, and of their eJctremo 
relu^aance to meet them iii the field, not- 
withftanding the fuperiority of their num- 
bers, happened the fame year: Sir Robert 
Knowles marched out of Calais with thirty 
thoufand men, and paffing through part of 
Artois and Champaigne, wafting and ra. 
vaging the country as he proceeded, fud- 
denly appeared before the. gates of Paris : 
the French King was then in that city; 
but though furrpunded by a court com- 
pofed .of many gallant Cavaliers, and a 
very confiderable army, he could not pre- 
vail on himfelf to affift his diftrefled fub- 
jefts. Sir Robert ftaid before the city two 
days, and notwithftanding the King could 
difcern from his palace the deftni^on of 
bis. country, the Englilh burning all before 
them to provoke him to a battle, yqt his 
extreme caution prevailed, and he fuffered 
.them to proceed without moleftatioij. 
However, diflentions ^t length arifing 
among the Englifli, and fome of the Lords 
und/er Sir Jlobert, ^who difdained to be go- 
verned 
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vemed by a perfbn of inferidr rank, groW* 
ing dilbbedieht to his commands, tKey fe- 
parated themfekes from him. Thus weak* 
ened. Sir Robert was unable to penetrate 
into Guienne as he intended, but was 
obliged to take flielter in Britany, where 
thofe who had' continued undfer his conduft 
arrived fafe, whilft thofe' who had With- 
drawn theAifelvcs from his proteftion became 
a prey to their enemies. 

The following fumraer the Dukes of 

Anjbu arid Berr^ attacked the principality 

of Acquitain in two places at once, each 

with a formidable army, intending to meet 

and befiege the Prince of Wales in his re- 

fidence, the city of Angouleline. The 

Prince hearing of their intentions fum- 

moned ail his forces, and, ill as he was, 

publicly declared that his enemies fliould 

never find him immured iii any fortrefs, but 

that he would meet them in the field arid 

fight them fairly, however formidable their 

forces : in confequence of this refolution he 

took 



took leave of his I^ady the Prfjwefsv who 
now parted from hioiwith^ greater relucr 
jtance than ever^ having nonjS of thofe pleaif- 
ing hopes to €0ii£ble her, which had b^i% 
her fupport ivhen he despaired from her •on 
his expedition to Spain : then iae x^jernt froti>. 
hep in health, and vigour, ^\^ith ^ffuranceg 
of fuccefs, and wjith the grf jiteft probajbiiity 
of acquiring additional r^i^wnj but now 
fhe could call none pf thefe ^h'eM^l P¥pP9r 
tations to her aid : his weak frame de- 
prived him of that fire whiph Ti^d {^ Ani- 
mate his troops* ^nd enfuie thein Vff9:Qrjr, 
Cpnfecjuently dejediion, unallaycd by hope, 
preyed on her fufceptibk heart, and cpiikA 
her unceafingly to mourn tlie abfence of tier 
Lord. . 

The Prince haying fet up his ftand^d 
at Cogniac, thofe who retained their loyalty 
refbrted to it; and receiving at the faqae 
time a reinforcement from his royal Father 
under the command of the Duke of Lan^ 
cafter, he was once more enabled to take^ 

the 
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tii€ fields ^v|0i 9 pKfQ>ed iof repelling (he 
invadeiiB of. his 4oBH{iiD&§. In the interimy 
t^ Duke pf A9J9U jH^netifated without coa- 
troul /to La Linde, fitit^eji oa thp river 
Dordonne, about 9 ^lfe^e ifrpm Bergerac. 
The town was commanded by Sir Thomas 
Sattefbilet a Knight pf Ga&o^n^, with a 
Qmng gai:riib0, and every thing necei&ry 
£pt its flei^ce. . The Duke laid £egp to it^ 
and tp imiqiida|e tha injbabit^ts. declared, 
be would aqt leave the place till he had 
them all at his devotion ; but at the iame 
tijme ,hei o^ed to receive th^m. under his 
|HiQte6^iofij if they wpu)d fuibmit themielves 
wlthont force tp his mercy. The people 
of the town w|ihed to fojlow th? example 
of their neighbours, ^d tp return to their 
(pvxx^v Spvereigns the French ; tliey there- 
lore admitted emiifaries from the Duke, 
t^hp prevailed on the Governor by a confi- 
demble fum then paid hio), and the promife of 
Tfli annual penfion, to deliver up the town* 
This ^reement had not been kept fo fecret, 
^ut that fome pf the Knights who retained 

thdr 
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tHeir iByafty ta the Pritice of Wiieg gamed 
iiitelKgence of it, arid infbrnied the Barl of 
Cfanibri^, ^then at Beigemc, of the ia^ 
iendbd treachfery, the night hefonlt Ivas tO< 
be carried into execution. 

Enraged at the-difloyalty of the Govter^ir 
nor, the Earl^ the 'Ldrd Thomas Feteon,» 
arid Sir John Oreilly, Capt^l de Buicha^ 
fwdre they would be prefent at the delivery 
oFthetown: accdixlingly before it vras light 
th'ey let out from Bergerac, and by bleak; 
of" day' reached La Linde. On > a (ignal 
given, a gate was opened to them by the 
loykl pan' of the troops in the town/ 
through' which they - marched with their 
forces^ and' -arrived at the oppofite gate as 
the French wfere about to take pofleffioii' df 
it. Sir Thomas Battefoile flood amazed at 
this fudden Appearance ' of the Knights, and^ 
wondered How' they cotdd have recteivdd in-- 
telligence of his defigh ; but ' Sir Johil ' 
Greill/ gave him not' time to indulge his 
cJonjeftu res 'long, for alighting froni^ his* 

horfe 
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horfe he ramc up to him, and with one 
blovr of his fword flruck him breathlefs to 
thegjptjnd. The party of the French who 
were to have taken pofleffiori of the tbwii* 
finding tl^eir plot difoavered, haftily with- 
drew from the gate and fled to'theit arm';^. 
The Engliih ^rds judged it more prudent 
tc^ Secure the town than to purfue diem • 
whic^ Wvp^ dppeV they were inclined td 
put all the inhaljit^ts Jto the iword for their 
treacherous condu^, but on their alledjging 
that they were overra>ved, and compelled by 
the Governor to a£l as they had' done^ thejr 
were pardoned. The Lord Feltoh and the 
Captal de Bufche ftaid in the town till the 
Duke of Anjou, hearing of the Prince of 
Wales's approjich, thought it prudent to 
retire. 

A CQuncil was now called by. the French 
General, at which Sir Bertrand du Guefc- 
lin, . afterwards ftyled the Reftorer of 
FraiKe, was prefent, to deliberate Ayhether 
they flionld give battle tp the Prince : ibme 
U alledged, 
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alledged, that his health was lb impaired 
that he was only the fliadow of himfelf, and 
not to be dreaded as formerly; but the 
greater part, and among thefe Sir* B^rtrand, 
aflerted, that even the prefence of fuch a 
General in the field was of great importance, 
and carried Courage, if not Fortune, with 
It; . they therefore thought it would not be 
prudent to withftand *the laft efforts of his 
expiring vigour, but rather to wait till his 
difbrder fliould rid them of fb formidable an 
enemy. This advice prevailed, an3 after 
fupplying the places* he had taken with 
ftfong garrifons, the Duke of Anjou 
marcl^d to join his Brother the Duke of 
Berry^ who, having entered the Prince's 
territories* by another part, lay ' before 
Limoges. ' 

This city had been fti'ongly fortified by 

the Prince of Wales, and having great con- 

.. fidence in the Bifhop, who lay undefr the 

highefl: obligations to him, he had left but 

few Eiiglifli in the garrifon. But the Pre- 

6 ' late, 
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late, , forgetful of the Avours he had .re- 
ceived, entered into a treaty with the Dukes, 
and having firft induced the inhabitants to 
declare for the French, they overpowered 
the garrifon, and delivered up the city. 
The French Princes, after flaying a iew 
; dgys tp.refrefli their men, left a ftrpngbody 
jof troops behind them, and divided their 
^rmies for the defence of the towns they 



. i When the Prince of .Wales. hejirdyf this 
; traniaftion he vvas. greatly exafperated, and 
^with difficulty could he prevail on h^n^felf 
^to, .cfcdit the falfhopd.-of the.. Bifhop, to 
whom he had ev^r behaved witl^ unfeigned 
.complacence ; but koo-wing- the irnportance 
of the city of Limoges, ^ he deteniuupd to 
recover it at all events; He firfl fe^t his 
heralds to the inhabitants, commanding 
, them -to deliver the Bifhop up to. hiin, .and, 
; ackno^yledging the impropriety of tHeir con- 
duct, to return to thex;:, duty. The citi- 
aenSji however, finding themfelves encom- 
U a' pafTcd 
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paiBed with iirong ^ortitications, sA^undantly 
fupplled with proviiions, and fupported by 
a numerous garrilbn, treateii the Prince's 
commands with contempt. The Prince 
now ient them a meiSage in a harlher ftrain; 
he ^ured them, that if they did not im- 
mediately fiibmit to him, he would come 
in peribn againifl them, and having razed 
their city to the ground, put to the iword 
every inhabitant without diftinftion. En- 
couraged by the Conmianders of the garri- 
fcMi, the Burghers not only refufed to take 
llhe ineflage into cottfideration, but affronted 
his heralds; and ikt him at defiance. This 
bei&g reported to the Prince, he was {6 en- 
raged at it, that he fwore by the foul of 
his Father that he would take vengeance on 
the ihfoFent rebels, and make them dearly 
repent their falihood. 

He thereon marched haflily from Cdgniac 

with a cdnfiderable force, accompanied by 

his Broihers the Duke of Lancafter and the 

Earl of Cambridge, mthinkiy other ix)rds, 

7 When 
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"Whep.0ie,Brinqe.begMi- his xearch, h» .was 
ibdebiU^ted that he could loot ride otx hoHe** 
back, but ^ was drawn in i^i open ch^iot: 
lading arrived before lArnqg^j he agaiii 
.vowed never to return till he h^d the city 
at his .mercy ; fo niu^h was his noble miu4, 
;unufed to diffimulation or falihood, irritated 
by the treacherous conduA of. the Bifliop, 
and of a city towards which he, had always 
bdiayed .with Jthe gjreateftjwity au^d good-^ 
wilL The BiftiQp and. Burghers feeing the 
Pdnce thus determined, l>e^ to jispent pf 
their treafon ; but they were now nq lQn|^r 
, itiafter of the city, the. garrifbn. placed there 
by the Duke of Anjou . holding tl^jtt in 
fubjeftion* 



The Prince finding thai the enemy, 
.driven t^.d^^^^^^i^n by his threats, were 
, refolved to defend themfelves to the laft ex- 
, ti^Ctnity, concluded , it would be. too ha- 
zardous an und^akihgcta,ft6im the place 
in its pr^ent ftate J ^he^lhMBfefbre tho 
, neceffary firft to undermini&.^the^ wall9» |br 
U 3 which 
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which purpofe he had brought with him a 
pumber of pioneers, Whilft he was thus 
employed, Sir Bertrand du Guefclih made 
an inroad into his dominions, and commit- 
ted great devaftations ; but the Prince would 
not be diverted from the enterprize he was 
engaged in. The engineers in about a 
rnonth having made a confiderable breach 
in the wall, the Prince ordered it to be 
.ftormed, determined, agreeable to his former 
refolution, to put both the garrifbn and in* 
habitants to the fword without exception, 
to deter others from the like perfidy and in- 
gratitude. Accordingly his troops entered 
the breach, and beating dowa the gates and 
barriers with their axes, began to execute 
their Commander's ii^tended vengeance. 

A iele£l body, eommiffionedby the Prince 
for' that ' fer vice, haftened to the Bifhop's 
palace to fee u re him: when he was brought 
before his Highncfs he beheld him With the 
utmoft indignation, and notwithftanding'all 
his fupplications for mercy, made him nq 

other 
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ether anfwer than to affure him he ihpuld 
Jofe his head. 

The three chief Commanders oJF the gar- 
rifon, when they found the Enghfli gavp 
no quarter, exhorted each other to fell their 
liyes as dearly as poffiblej and drawing toge- 
ther a few chofen men, they placed themfelvps 
in an advantageous fituation, with their ban- 
ners diiplayed, . refolved to defend thenpi- 
fclves to the laft. They were immediately 
attacked by the Puke of Lancaster aod, the 
Earls of Cambridge and Pf^nibroke, who in 
the true fpirit of chivalry, that they might 
engage on equal terms, flighted from their 
hovfes and entered into fingle combat with 
the three Generals.: the conteft- was main- 
tained on both fides with fo much gallantry 
and' courage, that the Princp drew near in 
his . chariot to • behold thepi. He was fo 
great an admirer pf martial atchievements, 
and lb charmed with the Ikill and, valour of 
hi? adveriaries, that he commanded no 
more flaugbter flipgld be made in the city, 
U 4 mi 



anil that all who were tlieii engaged jhotiM 
not fuffer beyond the law of arms. The 
French Kn^hts hearing this, delivered up 
their Iwords to their ai^tagohifts, and were 
received as their prifoners. ., 

pei^pr^ the Pftnce put a flop to the 
flaughter great numbers were ilain, and the 
city, after beiiig given tip to plunder, wa^ 
feufut and levelled to the ground. 

The jBilhbp Had niany friends aix^bng thfe 
^ ^^gliih, particularly the P^ke of Lancaf-: 
ter, \^o artfully pretendihg' to be his ehe? 
^Tfiy, prevailed on the Prp^e his ^Prother tq 
deliver hini into hi; hands, and to leave the 
execution of his lenterice to him: this be- 
^ng granted, tiie Puke fent privately tq 
Pope Ufban the Fif^h, who was ji|ft rcT 
turned from Italy (o Avignon, ihiforming 
him of the Bifhop'§ danger, and that a letter 
fropi his Holinefs in his behalf, directed 
to himfelf, riiight prd^e beneficial to him. 
The I*ope took the hint, and imniediatelj 

wrote 



(j 



^hi^t6tlfel>jke,defirm^ b' reverence, 
to the Apoftolic See, to*pitocure a^pardoii for 
0te Biihgjp'iand fehd him^tp Ay^rgnon. rllbfi 
^DiHce of Lanciafter'ftewea the letter to the 
'Prince' his Br6ther, 'Who acknoi^le^d that 
trlie Pope's requfeft pught tq he grafted ; but 
rememberiBg ' the ' provocation ' he had - re- 
ceived^ hecotrJd nbt'h^lp'wWiing that his 
Brother- had not 'dekyed the execution & 
long. 

After the iteduflioa 'of ^ LinlPges,. . ; the 

* prince 'and 'his ^txiy • returned with- their 

fpbil iand prifoners to' Oogftiac, wtere'the 

PrinCefs met him with a mixture of pain 

and pleafure ; the- fucoefe *which 'had ^- 

' tended his " «ms- gave her fati§]fe6tiou, but 

her foul was tortured* when (he beheld the 

'fiafty fteps of the grim tyrant to rob. her x>f 

all ihe held dfear : 'to obfetve the fecret ve- 

nom^ for* whicli no. antt4ot;c could be 

found, gradually wafting that) grace and 

beauty which h^d once* attrai^jed the^admi- 

l^tion of Byary belioldery.^e her imxpt^f" 

• - fible 
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fible pangs. She however ftrove to aflun^ 
a cheerful countenance, and imitate, ifx 
fome degree, the nMgnanimity of her Edr 
ward. He beheld the uplifted dart of death 
with the fame undauntednefs he had often 
met thofe of his foes in battle, and felt no 
apprehenfions but fuch as were occafioned by a 
reluftance to part from the woman he loved, 
and from friends whom he refpeijled,. 

The winter now approaching, he per* 
mitted the greater part of his forces to re- 
tire to their quarters ; and this proved the 
laft warlike exploit of this renowned Prince. 

' About this time he was pleafcd to exprefs 
his love for his Brother the Duke of Lan- 
cafter, by granting him the town and caftle 
of La Roche fur Yon. The inftrument 
bears date the eighth of Odober 1370, 
wherein the Prince is ftyled Edward, eldeft 
Son of the King of France and of England, 
Prince of Acquitain and of Wales, Duke of 
Cornwall, Earl of Chefler, Lord of JBifcay 

and 
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and of the caftle of Ordiales. Appendant is 
liis feal of green wa[x, on which he is re- 
prdented in his robes, fitting on a throne^ 
With a circle on his head, and a fceptre in 
his right hand as Prince of Acquitain : on 
each fide are two oftrich feathers and fcroles, 
whereon are the words ICH DIEN, and over 
which are the letters E P, viz. Edvardus 
Princeps. On the reverie he is figured on 
horfeback, his furcoat, fhield, and the ca- 
parifon of his horfe, charged with the arms 
of France and England: the infcription 
round the feal is in Saxon charadlers after 
the manner of the age, viz. S. EDVARDI 
PRIMOGENITI REGIS ANGL. PRIN- 
CIPIS AQUITANI^ ET WALLI^, 
DUCIS CORNUBIiE ET COMITIS 
CESTRIiE. 

in the beginning of the year 1371, 45th 
Edw. III. Edward, the eldeft Son of the 
Prince of Wales, died at Bourdeaux in the 
feventh year of his age, to the extreme re- 
gret of his parents and of the whole Court : 

the 
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tJiCrPrjncrfsan par^cHlar.was greatly a^ftedt 
^ this riK;fo»awlaltM?4i ^af .l^r iprfpws, ^ 
ii^wr0c|> Wth redpujbl^ Wror, >tlje ?p- 
proacbi^ (dimipution pf ^her fit^nUy^; .tjiis 
Jpfs. appealed .as .a^ prelude- to one. of iixore kpr 
pQfj?uac9,,.arKl (Jie ^evrept. at tf^e, f^LDRe, tiipfe* tj[^e 
^fT^mK ai>4 ^?pe<^ eyih 

Jt,.w?s jp^d,Aecf{flary. by^the t^ri^nce,^ 
W^e^'sjpbyfwaans, ^liatjie /hpuld jtry .jj^ie 
. efficacy . pf ; his iif^tive air , pn bis , d/ecayi^ 
,.copfti.t9.tion ; ^ he ,^h(5rpfofe j prppiajred , .to -v^t 
. out fpr ; Ep^.ai^d. :The jcoromapd of the 
vftspt. appointed for his cpov^y hegaye, to his 
Brqthpr ithcEarl of Gambridge^ apdcl^ 
,^ Duke .of Lanq^ft^ff to fi^qe^ed hini ^ 
. thergoverpment.of hisf,principali|ty. | Before 
his departure he fummoned all fbd.Bait>ns 
and Knights of Gafcoigne and Poi£lou that 
retained their loyalty, and topk, his leave 
of them in the moft pathetic and, friendly 
manner ; he conjured them, , by that atten- 
tion to their intereft which he had unceaf- 
ingly (hewn during a refidence of ten years, 

by 
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b^-thft Cotlrtefy %t& ftiendfl^ v^lfe mftikh 
lie had always treated thenii^ and 1^. duK 
dutj which they owed him as their Lord, 
ko cofttiniie ftedM ittftie^ fideBty; he' de- 
fifed tfetey Wotald fehfeerMy tratt«fo«4ibe .». 
ipeSful hdmage they had evi^ paidi him to 
his ^it)th^r the Doki of \jmt9&,t^ ^bd 
finite in oppofihg the co^iifofi^ ttieMy{ 
tiien iti a fiifteaed ton6 of voice/ aiad with 
a gracefiil air, iri ^*rh5^h dignity ai^d acfed* 
'tion w^rfe iTlin^te*^ giving way to the dflw*-' 
fitms of his hiifhahe aiid {3tinc«iy Jteaic^ lie 
cdiichidied with ben^ivoldftt wil^es £ir thcat 
wel&t^, and afiurancds ^ his cootinved n^ 
gafd; His Whdle court were movod.walll 
this folemn adieu, which t^e Panoe^i v^ 
iible decline gave tob fure a ]smsfipe£k cf 
being an eternal one : with bae vuice the 
Barons alTured him of their toyahy^ and^ 
to cotifirm their vows, did fealty akid ho- 
mage in his preience to the Duke iiis ifips^ 
Tentative. This done, his Highnefs em- 
BaAed at Bourdeaux in January, with the 

Prinioejfs 
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Prlifcers land tkeir foa Ridbard, and ar4v«<i 
at Plymwith in a few days* ^ t 

The Pridce was. conveyed in n lijtter to 
Windfor, where. King Edward then hold his 
court: he was there received with grqat 
afl^pn:ky his royal parents,, whofe heaijts 
felt unutterable pangs at the fad revprfe th?y 
now beheld. Inftead of the blooming Son 
they had parted from a few years befpre, 
full of health and crowned with glory, to 
receive ^;ain to their arms only a . faint re- 
femblance of him^ forced by tfeie fell J^^ 
-ftrqjrer to relinquifh thofe territories he had 
brayely won, was one of Fate*s fewreft 
ibrokes, and probably haftened Queen Phi- 
iippa's .death, whidi happened (hortly after. 
Had he; died on the bed of honpur, they 
would riot have repined ; but thus to fall 
by a lingering dileafe, perhaps by perfidy, 
excited even murmurs. 

He foon after retired to his palace j at 
Btfkhampftead, and from the ialubrity of 

the 
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the air recovered a finall degi'efe of * health ; 
but the iafccounts he frequently received 
from Acquitain of the futtefs of the French^ 
and the incredflng Ipirit '6]^ defedlion amdftg 
his Gafcon JJobles (for fince his depamire^ 
lidany who had given'"hftn 'ajflurances^of 
^Tieir loyalty had been either intimidateil ot 
feduced from their dllfeg^atice) *give hiliil 
continual' vexation, and "retarded his rc^ 
-cd^ry. .:...-.: 

A great part of thu&i\did remained Mth- 
ful to him bemg pent up; in Thoiiars.by 
Sir Bertrand du Guefclin, and feeing no 
poffibility. of withftaftding that Gener^, 
they ^eed to furrender themfelvcs - pri- 
'foiiers if they were ncl fuccbured by a c^^ 
tain time : a ceflation of arms accordingly 
took place, when they gav6 ^'the Prince of 
Wales intelligence of theb capitulation, 
and defired fome affiftance. King Edward, 
exafperated at this reverfe of fortune, and 
unwilling to have the laurels be had ga- 
thered in his youth Wafted on his hoary 

brow, 



Vf!$% (tied qt)| % fqmjVK^|>le de^|: and rai^ 
1^ i^i^f aspy^ ^etermine^ no^; ^nljr to re-. 
li^e his Qafet?a fubjeaf , |)i^ ^^ cany his 
fkPm» 1^9. the 4'?^iuj?ip|is 9f his en^my. 
TbP pnoce ^f Walp§, ^ough ftijl yeal^ 
«9d ^fv^ijited, reibl^e^ to accom^;^^ his 
yafh«r i his gr^ajt iq^l would not fv^mit to 
1^ infinnitiis^ of th^ bo4y, or {uffer him to 
jr^xwn in^^iye whi}e glorious deeds were to 
be atchieved. 

It was the iatt^r en4 of Augufl before 

the uGosSktj prepaiRM:l9n& CQi^ild t^e made, 

when idiis dnn^ent f^ilej^ fqr Rochelle; 

but the winds proving cpntijiry, it was 

4cfipt at iea iix weejcs withojut toeing able to 

jmk^ ibat pQrt. T^e King i^aw fouijd that 

h9mfXU flattering FfixtfXD^ may be /for a 

whik| ihe oft^a prajres fic|de and inconfl:ant 

,Gmn to her gr63(eft favourites. In all the 

. dS&ixs.Qf Ufe^ thovgh the ti^ for a time flows 

..fiDopthlj, and the gale proves .^voyrahle, 

y^t jaL r^iix jRiajr be expefted, and adverfe 

;fl»rjps .will fusrely arife. During the prof- 

perous 
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Ipfefous part of .his reign, Edward Was 
quickly wafted to the ihore where fiiccefs 
iand glory awaited his arrival ; but the tide 
bhce turned, in vain he ftrove to reach his 
more fuceefsful eriemles, who in their turns 
how ienjoyed the fmiles of the deluding God- 
defs. There being no poffibility of arrivirig 
ill time to prevent the furrender of his fub- 
jefts, agreeable to the convention, he failed 
back, and in a few days re-landed his troops 
in Engknd. The coniequence of this uii- 
happy voyage was the lofs of all PoiQ:ou 
ari^ Ssmftoigu?* , 

The Prince of^ Wales now feeing that it 
was . hardly poffible for him to recover any 
tolerable degree of health, fo as; tp be ena- 
bled ever to take, the field, he furr^ndered 
into his Father's hand§ liis. principality of 
Acquitain, which from, that time the King 
governed by Lieutenants. , He, now retired ^ 
to his eftate in Hertfordfhirej, and for the 
four fucceeding years, for fp loii^ was his 
exiftehce continued to him> he took very 

X little 
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little flure in the na,tional concerns. The pfte-i 
>par^r7 ileps for fecuring the crown to his 
^Son .Richard on the demife of hi^ grandfa- 
;ther, chiefly exnplpyed ,his attentiog^ He 
knjew how apt thofe who ftand neare^ to a 
throne are to feat themfelye^ on it^ if they 
can take advantage, of the youth or inability of 
,the lawful heir-. To^ prevent any attempt of tins 
kmdt which was greatly to be feared from the 
«azBt>it;ioii of his Brothac the Duke of Laa^cf^ 
t^f bp was careful to have. his Son publicly* 
dedtared fucceUbr to the. throne aftqr the de- 
ceafe of his royal Father and himfelf* The 
people had fuch veneration for the heroic 
virtues of the Prince of Wales, that the 
Lords and Commons agreed to the .propolal 
with the. greateft readinefs, and paffed ^ 
aft for that purpofe. The King atnd all his 
Sons likewife fwore to maintain the right ©f 
the young Prince after his Father's deceafe# , 



The ficknef^ .of the Prince of Wales wats 

no lefs fa|al to the kingdom than; to hini- 

felf ; for; the King,, inhis olcj age, leemed 

7 to 



I ^3 3 

tdihanteldfl: ail Jdidfe virtues, ysvhkh^ !inim 
^GMiiger jcsiT^ gsubeti bkn the «hara&er c^ 
iQtic of the : btas^eft zM wi&ft Mbtxarchs ^ 
ihe age i ithe ciectinc ^of his li& jctoirofpaade^ 
latf Hidth the ^Jendkl fcenes iwiuch Ihad 
gracedtdtei focsner peiiods of it ; )bd(iiiesv iwi^ 
iMoldiog'the Idk df his forel^ dominioms^ 
jtfae.rftuits of ^manj a weU-fough't jLeld, and 
iidffig. luliiicceiifal lii eveiy attempl: to db- 
£ted thfiih, ohe. fek the deciDf 'of 'his author 
xit}^ st^omew Durii^g rtjbe ^igcu^r bf his. 2gp 
-difr |»lui£uits . of &vAt and iixdatbii had sm^ 
:p)ojf)edJhis thovgbdti:;; Bsmt dldw, 2£ an ;aiQ^ 

ihimf^ iaVplekfure* The 'iQjwea being 

ilaaid^; ;ke atfiathjsd himfeif .td; i&sae Ai]ia& 

Piers, a lady of great fenfe and high Ipirit ; 

b)r.th^ &er jaa^ired ftichiT^afldeaoe over 

iite Ms^&yy that^th^ *i^h^\kb)gdQiii wsie 

.difp^ijlQ^ at it ; :9e4 in ordw: tfc f^iic^ tije 

>]f€|nRjiftraHces i)f hi§ Pajiiatp^nl:,; ihe fovind 

-it n^cftflfary to renapy4 her ,fr<vn <:9)?S« .Tiie 

rmdoteuace alfo natiirdly att©o^iit, on oJd 

Bffn dtiliafirmicies had madfi^bimim a great 

X 2 tnealiire 



taift^ yet, when thd ^1 hour arrived tb^t; 
wa? ^o levfel ta th^ dmft the man who|*k flie 
loved v^itji ^abating, ardour^^ h^r fortitude 
forfodk Ijer, and/ihe bewailed Jus lofs. with 
all t?he fpftAefe of hef fex^ 

tNever was a tribute. o/ ;g|^fj mD^e jufHy 
paid nhpiii ,t<i this deferving JPrinte, who, 
from dae earljeft pCTJod of bis life to th^^ 
haul* oi hi9'diiiblutioi>, exqdkd in all thole- 
virtues 2coA aecocapHfluuents which €i|^itk4 
him to the charader of a great aiid good 
man. Id private life he .^njpyed, in aa eftii- 
AeDt degree^ all thofe qualifications that 
enabled him tb perform every fbdal dutj y 
and /fo Really > war he beloved: by tliofe 
whom he honoured with his friend{hip> 
that thd Lord Greilly, G^tal dc Bufche, it 
that time a prifonet in France, 'bBmanae4 
his lofs in fo Angular a naanner, th^t his 
dc^th, which happened fobn after. that of 
his royal Mafter^ is fuppof^d to prbge^d froft^ 
hi? excels of griefp ^^ •' / ' '• 
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As a Prince, he was adorned with ill 
thofe (hining qualities which cafl: a luftre 
<>n his exalted ilation : his turn of tnind 
vns exa£Uy fiiited to that propenfity for 
|:£iartial deeds, which was lb much the tafte 
of the age in which he lived ; but though 
he commanded armies, and gamed unparaU 
Icled vi6:ories, yrlmi others begin to learn 
the art of war; yet his mind was not elated 
with conqueft. His valour and military 
|:alents, great as they were, formed the 
jfmalleft part of hi§ nierit; his gencrofity, 
humanity, affability, and moderation gained 
Jiina the approbation of the whole world ; 
ai)4 jhe moft (hining of antient or modern 
hiftory neH^er produced a charter in which 
{o many virtues centered untinged by any 
vice^. Though deferyedly renowned for 
wifdora, juftice, and liberality, the chief 
of all his mental accomplifhments were hu-* 
mility ^nd piety ; from thefe he derived 
that fortitude and refolutioii which enabled 
him to brave umiumbered foes, whilft they 
induced him to aicribe to Omnipotence the 
X 4 glocy 
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glory of all his adions* Walfingham, an 
old hiflorian of credit, ♦thus emphatically 
writes of him; *' The good fortune of 
*' England, as if it had been inherent in 
** his perfbn, flourilhed in his health, lan- 
*f guifhed in his ficknefs, and expired at his 
** death ; with whom died all the hope of 
*' EngUflimen. During his hfe they feared 
*^ no invafion of the enemy, nor encounter 
** in battle ; for he affailed no nation but 
** he overcame, and befieged no city that he 
** did not take." 

The Prince!s . body, after being em- 
balmed, lay fevei:al days in ftate ; an infi- 
nite number of all ranks flocked to pay their 
laft fa4 homage to their beloved Prince, 
whilft every eye or tongue proclaimed the 
aflfedionate emotions of their hearts, and 
the greatnefs of that merit which called 
forth fuch ' univerfal encomiums, ' It was 
then carried in a ftately herfe/ drawn by 
twelve horfcs (the whole court and both 
houfes of Parliament attending in mpurning) 

* through 
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tlirough die city to C^terbury, where it 
was interred widi great funeral pomp in the 
cathedral, 

Charles, the French King, in the true 
fpirit of noble gallantry whi(:h adorned that 
age, though an enemy, diftinguilhed alfo 
the Prince's exalted merit, by performing 
his obfequies with great Iblemiiity, attended 
by all the principal Peers and Prelates of his 
realm. 

A magnificent monument of grey marble 
\yas ihordy after erefted over his grave, on 
which lies his portraiture made of copper 
gilt ; the. tomb is decorated with efcutcheons 
of copper enamelled, with his arms and 
devices ; on an iron b^r over it are placed a 
helniet,' a coat of mail, and gauntlets ; and 
op a pillar adjoining is a fhield richly dia- 
pered With gold : the real armour he is faid 
to have ufcd in battle. 

But 
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But this fumptuous monument has no 
other ^itaph than the following lines in old 
French, and fome monkish yerfe$ in the 
fame language, which ferve only to put the 
reader in remen^brance of the commoa fate 
of hx|man greatnefs, without cqumecating 
any of the virtues or glorious; deeds of this^ 
great Prince, which the occafion fo particur 
iarly demanded : ^' Cy gifi le th^ Prmc$ 
*^ Mon/ieur Edward y aifnez FH% dti t^et n^ 
•* ble Roy Edward Tiers j jadis Prince SA^, 
** quitain & de GalleSy Due d^ Corfeivj^iUe^ 
*•'€? Compte de Ceftre^ qi m^rufi: in la fefie 
♦*' de la triniti^ que/ioit le viii jour de Juifty 
^ Pan. de grace mil trait cen% feptante ^^e^ 
** PAlme de qui JDieu eit merciej Ameti.^* 
Thus tranflated: "Here lieth the ndble 
*V Prince the Lord Edward, eldeft Son of 
** the moft noble King Edward the Third,^ 
*^ late Prince of Aquitain and of Wales, 
** Duke of Cornwall and Earl of Chefter ; 
*' who died on the feaft of Trinity, which 
** was on the eighth day of June, in the year 
*^ of grace. one thoufand three hundred and 

" feventy- 



<* fevciljty-fix. On whofe foul God have 
** mercy, Apen." The yerfes are too oontr 
temptible for inferfion *. 

King Edward lurvived his beloved Soil 
about ten months, expiring in the iixty- 
lifth year of his age, and the fifty-firft of 
his reign^ His ^at^d wilh had ever been 
to leave the pofleflion of a throne he had 
filled fo long, and with fo much dignity,. to 
^ Worthy a fiicceflbr ; but being difap- 
pointed, he feemed to live without any com-» 
fort, or the leaft enjoyment of life. Eng- 
land was thus deprived at once of two 
Princes, its chief ornaments and fupport ; 
and the people were now fenfible of the ir- 
reparable lofsthey had fuftained. 

* This fiiews the Icfw ebb ci learoii^ at thdt period : 
it was not till the fifteenth century, when the art o£ 
frthititig was fifft brought into England, that literatare 
beg^n to dourifli, or that the Engllfh language was re-* 
diiced to any degree of purity : before that time a bar- 
barous Freiich or Latin were made ufe of in all records 
and jpublic deed&. 

. . • The 
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llie reign of Edward was not only one 
jof the longeft, but alfo the moft glorious 
which occurs in the annals of this nation : 
his yiftQries over the French place his nam^ 
forembft among the EnglilTi heroes, and 
cajiife it to defcend with renown to pofte- 
rity. The domeftic government of thii 
Prince is no lefs worthy of comfnenaora- 
tion, and proves that he was poffeffed of all 
thofe eminent talents which aire neceflary 
both for a legiflator and a warrior. The 
turbulence of the great Barons being curbed,^, 
the Parliament during his reign r^ole into 
greater confideration, and acquired a more 
regular authority, than in any former 
times ; and King Edward took no fteps of 
moment without confiilting them, and ob- 
taining their approbation. A Prince of fo 
much fcnfe and fpirit as Edward, and who 
had humbled the fuperior power of France, 
could not fubmit to the tyranny of the 
court of Rome ; he confequently much 
abridged the papal ufurpation over his king- 
dom, notwithftanding it had been fo long 

eftabliflied 
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eftabljflie^ there in common with othei^ 
^ates* .. . , : • 

Thefe encomiums proceed from a con* 
templatron: of the general tenor of his reigti; 
ivhilft yet his mind was in its vigour, and 
i>efore he became incapacitated by age frob| 
afting with prudence and reibhition. The 
Matter days of this Monarch (as before d^ 
iervfed) .were not unclouded:, had his fum 
fet with its meridian fplendor, his regal 
charaiEler would have been unblemifliidi; 
-but was it to be expeae4 from fo Icmga 
reign ? the hrightseft geniufes are the foonvft 
exhaufted; and the greater the exertion of 
the mental faculties the quicker their decay. 
He was not however fo infenfible to the pub- 
lic intereft, hut that he fincerely lamented 
the lois of his godlike Son; and whilft he 
funk under the blow^ felt both for his ped- 
dle and bimfelf. 

' His fubjeds alfo refpeded him even 
amidft his faiMpgs : the remembrance of 

his 
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Mi^mstfmdmt condtift^ acki &e ^loiiesi 
of his reign, fupprefled for a time their 
murmurs ; not was it till his impfudencies 
bscame pertiiiHou)^ to the idngdom^ that 
thpy msdo angr rvigorous oppofitaoa to fcbemc; 
1B# hcnv clegfiLdiiig a lei^rfe to i^$ htm^ 
Ipbty 'fiid thisi>gn^ PriiiGe eq)efieiice ia H^ 
Ml momentBl Some tin^ before his death 
Jse had oemavred itom. hds palace ^ Ekhaoi 
io^Shieen in Surrj, ihat he might imdulge 
immiftteirupted the infatuation whidi he had 
^&ssd to bMCTTCheim him, and enjoj^^ 
-wjthdut xefliodtit, the company of his ffii* 
rirsmmte miftrefs. The fetigqbs of his youdi 
.havjflg: gfeatjy ^unpaired his cpnftitution^ 
.liie iafirmkies'of age came. upon him befone 
•thjsy Wjere to be.^pe6ted from the common 
.fiourfe of nature ; enervated al& by indo- 
lence and riot^ to which he was unaccuf^ 
-tomed, but whidb. he encouraged to obli- 
terate his grief, a malignant fever, the fetal 
confequence, found him an eafy prey, and 
foon put an end tp his exillence;- When 
his diibrder became ^ vi^mX M to leave 

no 
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ho hc^ of ln$; r^co^erj, .41 hU 2A,i«x4Mi^ 
^ricok himi ervren his Jk^ilreiis, on wb«^ 
he had kvdihed his ^vours with £> pro&^^ 
a hand» aa4 for whofe fak^ he had incurred 
the di^eafijre of his ;peo|>W ^v^ ^ 
faithl^is Alic^) before he <;o^ld he iaTenlii^J^ 
of her ti^^titude, fliewed on how ypr^^ 
£:>uadatipn the fabric of h^ 4>pafied io^ 
hzi b^en; feared WhUft he was jret ?|i 
Jthe ^^ies of dmth, with the utmofi: pool^ 
raeiQ ihe ^ript him of hia rings and jewc^ff 
ieaviog ^hina without one ^.dom^tfUc to clo^ 
his €3^, or to do the laft iad offices to hia 
br€;athlef$ coarfe* The retired naanEwer.ipi 
which he had lately livedo feckded froip 
his Nobles and the principal Offio&rs of his 
houfhold, could alone have rendered th^ 
treatment pradicable* Thus bereft of com* 
jbrt and ailiftance^ land in a condition to 
which very few even of the meaneft of hi^ 
fubjeds were ever reduced, the mighty Ed- 
ward lay expiring, when a Prieft, urged 
by Humanity and the duty of his profeffion, 
approached his b^ : perceiving him ftill to 

breathe. 
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breadie, he b^;an to adminifter {dixit ipi^ 
ritual comfort to him, and for a while d^ 
tmned his lingering fbiil, till having ex- 
prefTed a deep {tnfe of Ibrrow and contritioA 
for. the errors of his life, he died prodounc-' 
i»g the name of Jefus. Hdw obfcure the exit 
of a Prince whofe reign had been the tnoft* 
brilliant of any Monarch that had ever 
fwaycd thi fbeptre of England ! Was • it ' 
poffible to conceive* his feelings when he 
found himielf thus abandoned, aiid reduced 
to a fituation fo extreme froni what he ha^ 
cw'r- been accuftbmed to^ how humiliating 
muft we fuppofe' them to be; nor would' 
they afford a lefs inftruSive lefture on the ^ 
vanky of human greathefs, than thofe of' 
the wifeft of Kings. 

King Edward's pofterity by his Queeit^ 
Philippa of Hainault, were numerous^ and 
difgraced not their royal Parents ; the eldeft 
of them was Edward, the . heroic Prince 
whofe glorious adions and virtues have here 
been recorded; his fecond Son'(for iuch as 

: ^ ^ ' died^ 
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f&bi in their infancy are unnoticed) wa^ 
Lionel Duke of Clarence, who of aH thfe 
Imiuly refembled moft his Father and eldefl 
Brother in their noble qualities. By Eliza- 
beth, daughter and heirefs to the Earl of 
Ulfter, he left one Princefs, who was after* 
wards married to Edmund Mottltner, Earl 
of March, and from whom Kbg Edward 
the Fourth was lineally defce/ided. The 
third of thi^ illuftrious pirbgefiy Viras Johfi 
of Gatmt, Duke of Lancafter, whofe Sbh 
fcized on the Englifh throne, and reigned 
under the title of Henry the Fourth : from 
hirti the crown defcended to his Son and 
Grandfon, Henry the Fifth and Sixth, but 
was recovered from the laft, who want^ 
the warlike abilities of his Father, b^ Ed- 
ward the Fourth, to whom it certainly by 
right of primogeniture belonged. Edmun<}, 
coated Earl of Cambridge by his Father^ 
and fome years after Duke of York by his 
Nephew Richard the Second, i^as the next 
of this 'royal family; and Thotoaa, Duke 
of Gk>\icefter, th^ fifth and laft. Theie 

y Prince* 
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princes had a great fhare in the concetrts of 
the fucceeding reigns \ the former lived to 
a confiderable age, and then died a natural 
death ; but the latter, having always oppolcd 
the adminiftratioa of fiis Nephew, ^s 
felzed by his command and carried to Ca- 
lais: .unwilling to bring him to a ptiblic 
trial, as he was beloved by the pedpld, 
Richard gave direftions to the Earl oiP *Ndt- 
tingham, who was Gbvernof of Calais,^ for 
his being . privately murdered ; accorditt^y 
the Duke was conveyed by /four men frotn 
the caftle to an inn, where' they fmdtfefed 
him between two feather-beds. The jme- 
thod which Kijig Richard made' ufe of 'to 
^et the Duke of Gloucefter into his pdw6r, 
is a proof of his treacherous knd raveqigeful 
difpofition. Dilplealed at the conftant op- 
jpofition of the Duke (who hadthe realin- 
tereftof his iKipg and couhtry at heart)' to 
liis extravagance and diffipation,. he deter- 
mined privately to get rid of lb troublelbmea 
monito/, as he was too powerful to be ap- 
prchfended openly, and bfdUght regukrly'-to 

jufticc; 



£ 339 ] 

. Jwfticc ; he therefore went iijtQ Eflex und^r 

.|)jrQtence of hynting, and one evening paijd 

jfiip a vifit af his fegt at Pleihy. Having 

gi|jjif^5, k^pt up the ^ppearance^ of aSe£lioh 

j^ familigrity, tl^e King was received wi^h 

^th^ ittmoft cprdiali^ by the Duke and Du- 

4^f^'^ Wh^ft they fat at fupper, he told 

iff^jpuk^ that h^ wanted to coufult him on 

^^^y important affair relative to the ftatc» 

^ajjd begged^ he would accompany him to 

, I^ndon that evening, as his Council was Xo 

,^t ..early the nex morning. The uufufpi- 

, /ypus, Duke cheerfully complied, and fet 

_,OMt with the King on horfeback, attended 

only by a few domeftics : as they approached 

.Epping Forefl:, King Richard rode off at 

J ^fijjy[ gallop, and the Duke was immediately 

,4\iwunded by a party of arnied men that had 

,^^ii^ jfi w^it for thena : being then hurried to 

^'f\^^^ river's fide, he was put on board a fhip, 

^.^5^^ch . inftantly . w^ghed anchor and the 

^ p^^t ^4?y^arrJved at. Calais, where he fell a 

.prjey to th« infatjate malice of his enemies. 

v.I^iPg E.dw4r4,.h3d alfo four Daughters, for 

-.^. ■""" '^' ' Y z '"' '■; ' all 
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all of whom dieir Fadber found iluCable 

inatches^ , ? 

The Princefs of Wales furvivcd hear ho^ 
loved I-Jord about ten years, during which 
tiiAe flie mourned his lofs with unafie<aed 
forrow, and fliewed a facrcd regard w his 
memory : this endeared her to the nation, 
und gained her univerfal re^peift. So gpcat 
was the reverence of the people for her, 
that at her requeft the. citizens of London 
laid aiide their refentraent againft the Duke 
of Lrancafter, who had excited their diP 
pleafure by his delpotig^ and haughty cpn- 
duft. Soon, after the d^ath of his Broths, 
the Duke having quarrelfed with the Bilhop 
ofLondoii, the citizojs were fo exafperated, 
that they prbceeded to his palace (the Sa- 
voy) with an intent to: have facriiieed him 
to their fiiry : he made his efeipe ;with 
great difficulty, having but. jafl: tifio^ to? get 
ipto his barge ; and being carried, to Lam- 
beth where the Princefs of Waies r^fi^ed, 
he defired her medii|tiori -and .prot^^an. 
— ^ So 
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Scj forely will unwarrantable haughtineft 

prove its own deftroyer, and render on 

many occafions fubmiffion neceflary ; whilft 

a fteady affable demeanor, not void of dig- 

liity, the only genuine pride that can truly 

^dbrn^ enfure^conilantrefpeCk and unadul^ 

t^l-atell homage. The Princefs, whoffe 

tieart, like her late beloved Lord's, was ever 

open to the fupplicant, fent three of her 

Knighte to the enraged populace, to per- 

fuade them to ceaie their hoftilities, and to 

be reconciled to the Duke. Impreffed with 

tiineration for the noble Mediatrix, they an-- 

-fwered that they were at all times ready to 

dbey her commahds^ and in honour to hfer 

iW&uld give over their attacks on the Duke's 

.|>a}ace: this they immediately did, but a^ 

^'jtokcn of their unfavourable opinion of 

ihim,- tliey hung up his arms reverfed in all. 

itfie/public ftreets, and ever after treated him 

:x^tfa? <Sfrefpe£t. 



iw*j-.i 



:' On another occafion, in the eighth year 
<Sf her Son^s reign? <fhe ^in exerted herfelf 
:-> Ys in 
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In the Dujce*s behalf. The King's favdit* 
rites, between whom and the Diike tliere 
was great inveteracj, having incenfed hjs 
Majefty agajinft hioi, he fled to Pontefr^A 
Ciiftle, and there ftrongly fortified himfelf 
againfl his ?idveffaries. The Princeft^ 
thaugh (he w?s apprized that both theDtike 
and the Miniftera were juftly , diflikcd • by 
the n^^tipn, znd confequently not deferVirig 
of her c^re, yet, to. prevent ^ civil '^ar 
which feemed to be ou the point of fcbtn-. 
mencing, fhe undertook in perfbn to ine- 
diate between them. Notwithftanding (he 
was now g^rown very corpulent and unfit to, 
travel, (he made (eyeral joumi^s froin (^le 
party to another, and by her infiufence' and 
arguments effefted a reconciliation, to the 
great fatisf^ftion of the whole kingdoni ind 
her owiji eternal honour. 

Not long after this comnMtion grief put an 
end to the life of this amiable Prinoefs : fo^ John 
Holland, Earl of ttuntingdcin, one of her Sons, 
by her firft hiilbaha, attexirRngKing Ricbard 
ia an expedition * againft Scotland, flew 

witl^ 
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with his dagger in a quarr?l the eldeft Soif 
4^£ the Earl pC Stafford : relying on the 
favour of the King, to whom he was fb 
nearly allied by blood, he fled to a fanftuary 
' at* Beverly, and doubted not of receiving a 
fpeedy pardon ; but the King, exafperated at a 
invrderv which robbed him of a perfbn for 
whom he had a great regard, delivered him 
into tl^e hands of juftice, without intereft- 
iug rhimfejf in his favour! The Princefs 
.was no fooner informed of her Son*s fitua- 
tion, than, incited by parental tendernefs, 
fte immediately fent to implore for him his 
Majefty*s forgivenefs : fhe conjured . the 
M.-King by that intereft which Ihe had in both, 
.and by the duty he owed to a fond Mq- 
s,ther, to fpare a perfon fo dear to her; hut 
Richard remained inexorable. On the re- 
turn of her meflenger to Wallingford, her 
fummer refidence, finding that her fuppli- 
'i^cjtfiipus were^ iQeffediual, ihe was fo. de- 
t pijefled,. that fh^dipd the, fifth day after re- 
iceiving the, fata], intelligence. ; Thus feU a 
ifXQpto g^ief t^j?.jWorthy Coufort of the. moft 
' -'n ' . - ,} , Y 4 excellent 
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QXceUent of Prinoes ^ united by ^pGdvxks 
they lived ^n inftante that ccmjij^ happi- 
ijcfs is not incon^patihle with joyaltjri 
though in the alliancea of Fringes inc^aan 
tiou is too often obliged to yi^ld to itaibns 
of ftate. Thrice happy they who, like thj8 
princely psur I celebrate, or the ^yal paiur 
we ferye, find the blefling? of true loye 
twifted ia their bands, to foften thofe qare* 
from which the wpft ejcajted Qpn^tipfl is not 
entirely free* : r 

Their foft Richard had mounted tl^ 
Englifli throne on the deceafe of hia t'oy^ 
Grandfather ; hut his reign, was. far ftqf^ 
being happy to hin:ifelf, . or advan^geous jtff 
his people : his prudent axxd intrepid f05r 
dud during the infurrection of W?t Tylef 
gave thq people hopes thaf l^e inherited thp 
I'pirit of his great Father, arid that; he WQuld 
in the cpurfe qf his Jife acquire flflieqijal, dj^f 
gree of glory 5. bujt in proportion. as he.;^4" 
vanced in years . thefe. • hopef wci^ bfeifc^, 
and his want of ^cjlid, judgmeiit appeared m 

every 
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every i«rter|)rize. This deficiency in |ieub* 
tjr^ion and iblidity threw him into the 
l^ndsr of faymirites,. as it had before fatailly 
dene his predec^r Edward the Second^ 
anv em>r which the good ienfe and nebfe 
ijfkijrit of his Father and Grandfather h^ led 
them particQlarly to avoid, 

Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, a young 
gentleman of an agreeable figure; and poi^ 
fefled of many fplendid qualifications, but 
of diflblute manners, acquired an entire ai^ 
"cendant over him, and ruled him with the 
riibft abfdlute authority: Richard fet no 
4)0unds to his affcdion for this yoxmg Lord; 
he firil created him Marquis of Dublin and 
then Duke of Ireland, titles unknown before 
in Eng;land : all favours pafled through his 
hands, and accefs to the King could only 
be obtained through his mediation ; this 
conlcquently produced great animofity be- 
tween the Minion and his Creatures oii the 
one hand, and the Princes of me Blood and 
the chief Nobility on the other ; till the 

Noble^, 
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.Nphtes^ uniWed by the perfoaal charaderflf 
^Radiard^ di^jflfefliDg hiiri of all power, ba- 
tsiAed ibme of his favourites, and put 
ofifaers to death ? the King however at length 
Heeoveted his authority, and reigned with 
itofcrable tranquillity for feveralyear&. Dur-» 
ing this period, though hia; public govern- 
ment app^red unexceptionable^ in private 
life he was indolent, expenfive, ^nd a4- 
^}£hd to low pleafures : he fpeijt hk timp 
ia feaftirig and jpUity, and forgot his rank 
by adnrutting all degrees of mw to his^., fa;r 
jniliarity^ 



; ;. T6wards the. iajtter part qf- his reign^ .^a 
dilute arifing between the Duke, of Her^-r 

:;fotid* eldefl Son of the Duke;of Lancafter^ 
and tht^.Duke^ of Norfolk, .a. day y?a& ,ap^ 
poittljediiby die King for the decilioa of jt 
by fiiigle combat, according, to the cufto«i 
vof thettiigaes^: the whole natioaileemq(^,i]^- 

. torefbd ia thp;eve.nty;^nd. all the Nobility 

vdWided^tiiep^felves .J-uto. different parties ^^(p 
jheQCKKfe*^]., Bjittwl^e,^, the tiypvcharopioji? ^- 

ij:}i(M peared 
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pfiared in the fieW, accowttefcd fiai thc;fl|tot| 

'the King by the advice of his Council itiV 

t^rpofed, and prevented the. efFufion of £^h 

'iioble bloo4 : however to ih^w his imji^ 

*tialitjr, he ordered both the combateartBr to 

leiave th^ kipgdotn and retire to dl^krtiXt 

countries, The Duke of Norfolk's banifh^ 

jtient he declared perpetual; that of t^ 

Puke of Hereford he liniited to ten years''; 

prid afterwards, on fome circumftances ap^ 

pearing in his favour, the term was ihoctf 

en6ci tp fix year§, • » 

During the ablence of the latter his F^-? 
ther the old Duke of Lancafter died, and 
he fucceeded to the title; but Richard, 
Jifraid that his immenfe poffeffions would 
give too great weight to thfe Lancaftri^n 
'^faftion, already become formidable to * his 
crown, he retained them for his pwii ijfe, 
Henry, the new Duke of Lancafter, had 
'Iphg acquired by his c<^a£^ and abilities 
the efteem ' of th? public : -hfe- had feiffed 
y^ith diftindion' aga«ift-'thi^rjbfidels, and 



joined t6 his valour thoTe virtiles and accomi 
plllhnienls xvHch are fure to g^ the eA 
teem of mankind. The people, who muft 
have an 5dol for their temiporary adoratioi;!,, 
ftiding nothing in Richard, which thej 
cotild love or revere, eafily transferred to 
Heniy that attachment which they would 
giidly have cdutinlied to a fuCceffor of their 
beloved Prince, had he been in the leaft' de^, 
lerving of it : they therefore lamented the 
Duke's baniUment, and turned their eyes, 
towards him as the only petfon who could: 
retrieve the loft honour of the nation, or* 
redrefs the abufes of government. Convince^ 
pf ihls difpofition of the people towards himi 
Ke tQok advantage of it, and whilft Richard, 
was engaged on an imprudent expedition tgi^ 
Ireland, landed at Ravenfpurin Yorkfliire: 
tinder pretext of recovering his hereditary 
ppflelfinna which the King iinjuftly de- 
tained from- bim, he •fiimmaned 'all hi$ 
friends to' his' -alSfiance, -anS' foori Taw Hm- 
fetf at the lic^d:6fi!xty thou Jiin'd men. "^ ' 



I 
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King Rickai)d^ rfceivrng int^igence <^ 

tl^is invafk>n> Iytften«d ovar fmm Icelaud aivl 

haded at Milford Haven wil^ a confidsmblil 

force ; but eit&er intuuidatcd. by the geaaeral 

eombinatiQtt of the tingdomy. or infcfkrd bj| 

^e {Am<Sk mbdlious fptidt, they gr^alLy: 

deiieited: huui till he fomitd that onlj ibd 

thoulaad mm followedl' hi? ftaxidar^ : r he 

therefore retired with feqrefy from this ihdall 

body which only fqrved. tQ expofe him Jtft 

danger^.aad fled to the Ifleof Ac^efep, whore 

he propofed to embark either for Ireland or 

France. The Duke of Lancafter, appreT]e|i-? 

five of hiB purfuing this plan,, ient the £ai4 

df Northumberland to him with the ItrongeA 

profeffions of loyalty and' fubmifliQA; ^d 

dbat Nobleman making himielf mailer of the 

King's perfon by treathery, carried him. tii 

his enemy who waited at Flii;xt caftlp/ 

Such of the. Bacons as werer devoOidi toi 
Richard, being either fled or hAprifoHedv an^ 
npr opponents appearing, a^nft.Henrjf, ho 
began to carry his views to the cirow^. ^ To 
this purpofe he fii-ft extorted a refigriatiou of 
itfrom the King, and then prevailed oa both 
.. . 3 ;Houfes 
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Houfes of ParUatnent, who were entirely at 
his devotion, to confirm it by paffing an a<x 
for his depo(ition« The throne being thiis 
declared vacant, the Duke of Lancafter: ftep- 
ped forth, . and hi a fhort but fingular fpeech .^ 
nfl^rted his right to it* No objeftion being 
* brought againft the claim, he was crownea 

'■* Tbe following is the Duke's fpeech in the original lanr 
gt^ge» which after having crofled himfelf on the.forehead 
and breaft, be pronounced aloud before the Parl;aaieht V 
' ^'In the name of Fadher> Son, and Holy Cboft, f 
♦'fleniy^jf Lancafter challenge this rewmc of Yn^landc^ 
-*^ and the croun, with all themembres and appurtenances 9 
'' alst that am defcendit by right line of the blood coming 
•^4'<J the gudc King Henry Thcrdc^ and throge that right 
*' that God of his Grace hath (pnt me» w}th help of kya 
*.' and of my friends, to recover it ; the which rewme waa 
** in-poynt to be ondofie by default of governance,; and 
** obdoying of the gude lawes.'* In brdfcr to undcrftind 
this rpeech it is neceflary to be obferved« that there was a 
fiory believed by cbe common pepple, that Edmund, Earl 
of Cancafter, Son of Henry the Third', was really, the 
ddtr Brother of Edward- the Firfty but by reafon of fomc 
deformities in his perfon, had been impofed on the nation 
bi his (lead. Henry therefore wifttes tq take advantage of 
A\$ report, and to aflert ^is right, to the vacant throc^, 
not only as next male heir to Richard, but a9 having pre* 
tendons founded on a prior claim, his Father having mar- 
ried theiOrand-daoghter of the Duke of Lancafter, who 
^as thus believed to be the elder Brother of King Edyard^ 
find confec^uently entitled to the crowq. before either of 
f he Princes of that name, 

,7 King 
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king In the room of Richard, by the titil 
of Henry rfie Fourth. 

^Tf'he depofed Prince was foon after confined 
in the caftle of Ponte£ra<3: ; but he remained 
iiot long in the hands of his barbarous arid 
ianguinary enemies ; for not Satisfied with 
having robbed him of his crown, they foon 
tQQ^L,^ ffojia hxm his . life aifo. , It was the 
pre vailing, opinion that Sir Piers Exton,t(i 
whbfe charge he was committed, and fome 
of his guards, fell upon hipi and diipatched 
him with their halberts ; but it is more pro- 
bable that he was ftarved to death in prilbn ; 
and Jt is ev^n iaid« that aft^r ail fuiknance 
was denied him, the wretched Monarch lan- 
iguiflied near a fortnight under the excruciat- 
ing pangs of ^ hunger^ before Death cam^ to 
his relief. He died in the thirty-fourth year 
of his ^ge,: and the twenty-third of hi? 
reign, leaving no pofterity, 

. , TKe.charafter of King Richard the Second 

'was nearly a contraft.to that of his great F^ 

ther : violent in his temper, profufein his ex- 

y. / pences, 
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pences, fond of idle (hew and magnificence^ 
addifted to pleafure, and devoted to favou*^ 
rites ; he wanted all thofe heroic qualifica- 
tions which rendered the Prince of Wales fo 
greatly beloved. But thefe faults proceeded 
rather from the levity of yoiith and the want 
of judgment, than frortx incapacity or a bad 
difpofition ; he therefore deferved not the fe- 
vefe treatment he met with froni the Duke 
oF Lancafter, except his cruel and perfidious 
treatment of his. Uncle the Diike of Glou- 
cefter may be allowed to merit it. 

* * That Prince however received the ju^' rc^ 
compence of liis reftlels ambition ; fo^ being 
conffantiy employed in defending a title 
which he had fttrreptitioufly obtained, and 
'continually apptehenfive from a confcioulhels 
of 'tlie invalidity of his claim to' it, he tailed 
not of that happinefs which his imagination 
had prefented as- infeparably annexed to a 
crown ; but an unquiet reign convinced him, 
that numberlefs thorns are entwined with 
the jewels of an ufurped diadem. 

F 1 N I _S. ^^ 
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